














ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTIVE MEASURES 
 
1. Comply with the provisions of NTL No. 2007-G02, Implementation of Seismic Survey 

Measures and Protected Species Observer Program, effective February 7, 2007 (see the MMS website 
at http://www.gomr.mms.gov/homepg/regulate/regs/ntls/2007NTLs/07-g02.pdf). 
 

2.  Comply with the provisions of NTL No. 2007-G03, Marine Trash and Debris Awareness 
and Elimination, effective February 7, 2007 (see the MMS website at 
http://www.gomr.mms.gov/homepg/regulate/regs/ntls/2007NTLs/07-g03.pdf). 
 

3.  Comply with the provisions of NTL No. 2007-G04, Vessel Strike Avoidance and 
Injured/Dead Protected Species Reporting, effective February 7, 2007 (see the MMS website at 
http://www.gomr.mms.gov/homepg/regulate/regs/ntls/2007NTLs/07-g04.pdf). 
 

4.  Man-made structure(s) such as pipeline(s) or other potential hazard(s) may be located in the 
permitted work area; therefore, prior to performing operations that involve bottom surface disturbance 
(e.g., coring), take precautions in accordance with Notice to Lessees and Operators No. 2008-G05, 
Section VI.B.  (see the MMS website at 
http://www.gomr.mms.gov/homepg/regulate/regs/ntls/2008NTLs/08-g05.pdf) 
 

5.  If you conduct activities that could disturb the seafloor in an Ordnance Dumping Area (see 
the MMS website at http://www.gomr.mms.gov/homepg/regulate/environ/jl06006.pdf for a map), 
exercise caution, since this area might contain old ordnance, including unexploded shells and depth 
charges, dumped before 1970.  In addition, the U.S. Air Force has released an undeterminable amount 
of unexploded ordnance in Water Test Areas 1 through 5 (most of the Eastern Planning Area of the 
GOM). 
 

6.  If you discover any site, structure, or object of potential archaeological significance (i.e., 
cannot be definitively identified as modern debris or refuse) while conducting operations, the 
provisions of 30 CFR 250.194(c) and NTL 2005-G07 require you to immediately halt operations 
within 1,000 feet of the area of discovery and report this discovery to the Regional Supervisor of 
Leasing and Environment (RSLE) within 48 hours.  Every reasonable effort must be taken to preserve 
the archaeological resource from damage until the RSLE has told you how to protect it. 
 

7.  If you conduct activities  within a military warning or water test area (see the MMS website 
at http://www.gomr.mms.gov/homepg/regulate/environ/MWA_boundaries.pdf  for a map), or if the 
associated boat or aircraft traffic will traverse a military warning or water test area, contact the 
commander(s) of the appropriate command headquarters having jurisdiction over the respective area(s) 
before you commence such traffic.  You can obtain the names and telephone numbers of the command 
headquarters for each military warning and water test area by consulting the MMS website at 
http://www.gomr.mms.gov/homepg/regulate/environ/Military%20Contacts.pdf. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
8.  Comply with the provisions of NTL 2004-G05, Biologically Sensitive Areas of the Gulf of 

Mexico, effective April 1, 2004, (see the MMS website at 
http://www.gomr.mms.gov/homepg/regulate/regs/ntls/ntl04-g05.pdf).  If you conduct activities near an 
identified biologically sensitive topographic feature (see the MMS website at 
http://www.gomr.mms.gov/homepg/regulate/environ/topoblocks.pdf for a list and 
http://www.gomr.mms.gov/homepg/regulate/environ/topomap.pdf for a map), make sure that you do 
not anchor or otherwise disturb the seafloor within 152 meters (500 feet) of its designated “No Activity 
Zone.”  Within 90 calendar days after completing activities that disturbed the seafloor within 305 
meters (1,000 feet) of the “No Activity Zone” of a biologically sensitive topographic feature, submit to 
the MMS GOMR Data Acquisition and Special Project Unit  (see page 4 of these “Protective 
Measures” for the address) a map at a scale of 1 inch = 1,000 feet with DGPS accuracy, showing the 
location of the seafloor disturbance relative to these features. 
 

9.  Comply with the provisions of NTL 2004-G05, Biologically Sensitive Areas of the Gulf of 
Mexico, effective April 1, 2004, (see the MMS website at 
http://www.gomr.mms.gov/homepg/regulate/regs/ntls/ntl04-g05.pdf).  If you conduct activities in the 
Live Bottom “Pinnacle Trend” area (see the MMS website at 
http://www.gomr.mms.gov/homepg/regulate/environ/topoblocks.pdf for a list and 
http://www.gomr.mms.gov/homepg/regulate/environ/topomap.pdf for a map), make sure that you do 
not anchor or otherwise disturb the seafloor within 30 meters (100 feet) of any identified pinnacles or 
other hard bottoms that have a vertical relief of eight feet or more.  Within 90 calendar days after 
completing an ancillary activity that disturbed the seafloor within 61 meters (200 feet) of pinnacles in 
the “Pinnacle Trend” area, submit to the MMS GOMR Data Acquisition and Special Project Unit (see 
page 4 of these “Protective Measures” for the address) a map at a scale of 1 inch = 1,000 feet with 
DGPS accuracy, showing the location of the seafloor disturbance relative to these features.  
 

10.  Comply with the provisions of NTL 2004-G05, Biologically Sensitive Areas of the Gulf of 
Mexico, effective April 1, 2004, (see the MMS website at 
http://www.gomr.mms.gov/homepg/regulate/regs/ntls/ntl04-g05.pdf).  If you conduct activities in the 
Live Bottom “Low Relief” area (see the MMS website at 
http://www.gomr.mms.gov/homepg/regulate/environ/topomap.pdf for a map), make sure that you do 
not anchor or otherwise disturb the seafloor near any identified live bottom low relief features.  Within 
90 calendar days after completing an ancillary activity that disturbed the seafloor within 30 meters 
(100 feet) of live bottom low relief features, submit to the MMS GOMR Data Acquisition and Special 
Project Unit (see page 4 of these “Protective Measures” for the address) a map at a scale of 1 inch = 
1,000 feet with DGPS accuracy, showing the location of the seafloor disturbance relative to these 
features. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 
11.  If you conduct activities in water depths 400 meters (1,312 feet) or greater, 

make sure that you do not anchor, use anchor chains wire ropes or cables, or otherwise disturb the 
seafloor within 76 meters (250 feet) of any features or areas that could support high-density 
chemosynthetic communities.  The known chemosynthetic community sites are listed in Appendix A 
of NTL No. 2000-G20, Deepwater Chemosynthetic Communities, effective December 6, 2000 (see the 
MMS website at 
http://www.gomr.mms.gov/homepg/regulate/regs/ntls/ntl00-g20.html).  Within 90 calendar days after 
completing an ancillary activity that disturbed the seafloor within 152 meters (500 feet) of features or 
areas that could support high-density chemosynthetic communities, submit to the MMS GOMR Data 
Acquisition and Special Project Unit (see page 4 of these “Protective Measures” for the address) a map 
at a scale of 1 inch = 1,000 feet with DGPS accuracy, showing the location of the seafloor disturbance 
relative to these features. 
 

12.  Comply with the provisions of NTL 2004-G05, Biologically Sensitive Areas of the Gulf of 
Mexico, effective April 1, 2004, (see the MMS website at 
http://www.gomr.mms.gov/homepg/regulate/regs/ntls/ntl04-g05.pdf).  If you discover any high-relief 
topographic feature with a relief greater than eight (8) feet while conducting activities, report the 
discovery to the MMS GOMR Regional Director.  Make sure you do not anchor on or otherwise 
disturb such a feature. Within 90 calendar days after completing an ancillary activity that disturbed the 
seafloor within 30 meters (100 feet) of such a feature, submit to the MMS GOMR Data Acquisition 
and Special Project Unit (see page 4 of these “Protective Measures” for the address) a map at a scale of 
1 inch = 1,000 feet with DGPS accuracy, showing the location of the seafloor disturbance relative to 
the feature. 

 
13.  Before you conduct activities that could disturb the seafloor within 254 meters (1,000 feet) 

of a Texas artificial reef site or artificial reef permit area, within152 meters (500 feet) of a Louisiana 
artificial reef site or artificial reef permit area, or could disturb the seafloor within a General Permit 
Area established by the States of Texas, Alabama or Florida for the placement of artificial reef 
material, contact the appropriate State reef management agency.  See the MMS websites at 
http://www.gomr.mms.gov/homepg/regulate/environ/artreefmap.pdf for a map and 
http://www.gomr.mms.gov/homepg/regulate/environ/artreefcontacts.pdf for State contacts. 

 
14.  If you conduct activities within the boundaries of the Flower Gardens National Marine 

Sanctuary (Flower Gardens Banks and Stetson Bank), exercise caution to ensure that such activities do 
not endanger any other users of the Sanctuary.  See the MMS website at 
http://www.gomr.mms.gov/homepg/regulate/environ/FGNMSmap.pdf for map. Additionally, if the 
activities involve moving the marker buoys at the Sanctuary, contact Mr. G. P. Schmahl, the current 
Sanctuary Manager, for instructions. See the MMS website at 
http://www.gomr.mms.gov/homepg/regulate/environ/FGNMScontacts.pdf for Mr. Schmahl’s contact 
information.  See the MMS website at 
http://www.gomr.mms.gov/homepg/regulate/environ/FGNMSbuoys.pdf for the locations of the Flower 
Gardens’ marker buoys. 
 
 
 
 
   



 
 
 
 
              15.  If your proposed activities will involve using boats from a port located south of the 
Suwannee River mouth in Florida, make sure that you adhere to the following manatee protection plan: 

a.  Advise your personnel of the possibility of the presence of manatees in the inland and 
coastal waters of Florida in the Eastern GOM. 

b.  Advise your personnel that there are civil and criminal penalties for harming, harassing, or 
killing manatees, which are protected under the Endangered Species Act, the Marine Mammal 
Protection Act, and the Florida Manatee Sanctuary Act of 1978. 

c.  Advise your vessel operators to (1) use the deeper ship channels to the maximum extent 
possible; (2) avoid collisions with manatees and to stay within the existing channels; and (3) obey all 
speed restrictions and travel at “no wake/idle” speeds at all times while operating in shallow water or 
in channels where the draft of the vessel provides less than four (4) feet of clearance.  (Areas of 
manatee concentrations have been identified and speed limit signs have been erected in accordance 
with Federal, State, and local regulations.) 

d.  While vessels are berthed in port, advise your vessel operators to use fenders between the 
dock and the vessel and/or between adjacent vessels berthed side-by-side.  Make sure that the fenders 
have a minimum clearance of three feet when compressed between the dock and the vessel. 

e. Ensure that your vessel operators keep logs detailing any sighting of, collision with, damage 
to, or death of manatees that occur while you conduct an ancillary activity.  If a mishap involving a 
manatee should occur, make sure that the vessel operator immediately calls the “Manatee Hotline” 
((888) 404-3922), and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Jacksonville Field Office ((904) 232-2580) 
for north Florida or the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Vero Beach Ecosystem Office ((772) 562-
3909) for south Florida. 

f.  Within 60 calendar days after completing the ancillary activity, submit a report summarizing 
all manatee incidents and sightings to the Florida Marine Research Institute, Florida Fish and Wildlife 
Conservation Commission, 100 Eighth Avenue SE, St. Petersburg, FL 33701-5095; and to the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service, 6620 Southpoint Drive South, Suite 310, Jacksonville, FL 32216-0958, for 
north Florida, or to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, 1339 20th Street, Vero Beach, Florida 32960-
3559, for south Florida.  

 
16.  The Magnuson-Stevens Fisheries Conservation and Management Act (see 50 CFR 

600.725) prohibits the use of explosives to take reef fish in the Exclusive Economic Zone.  Therefore, 
if your activities involve the use of explosives, and the explosions result in stunned or killed fish, do 
not take such fish on board your vessels.  If you do, you could be charged by the National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration Fisheries Service (NOAA Fisheries Service) with a violation of the 
aforementioned Act.  If you have any questions, contact NOAA Fisheries Service, Office for Law 
Enforcement, Southeast Division, at (727) 824-5344.  

 
 17. When operations extend south of approximately 26 degrees north latitude in the Western 
Gulf of Mexico or 24 degrees to 25 degrees north latitude in the Eastern Gulf (the 200-nautical mile 
provisional maritime also called the Exclusive Economic Zone Conservation Zone Limit), notify the 
Department of State:  Ms. Liz Tirpak Room 5801, OES/OA, Department of State, Director, Office of 
Ocean Affairs, Washington, D.C., 20520, at (202) 647-1106. 
 
  
 



 
 
            18.   MMS GOMR Data Acquisition and Special Project Unit Address:   
 
Regional Supervisor, Resource Evaluation  
Resource Studies Section 
Data Acquisition and Special Project Unit (MS 5123) 
Minerals Management Service 
Gulf of Mexico OCS Region 
1201 Elmwood Park Boulevard 
New Orleans, Louisiana 70123-2394 
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Stipulations 
 
In performance of any operations under the Permit and Agreement for Outer Continental Shelf 
Geophysical or Geological Exploration for Mineral Resources or Scientific Research, the 
Permittee shall comply with the following Stipulations: 
 

1.   As part of the requirements of 30 CFR 251.6(a), if                                             
                              any operation under this Permit and Agreement is to                                          
                              be conducted in a leased area, the Permittee shall                                               
                             take all necessary precautions to avoid interference 
                              with operations on the lease and damage of existing 

      structures and facilities.  The lessee (or operator) of  
      the leased area will be notified, in writing, before the  
      Permittee enters the leased area, or commences 
      operations, and a copy of the notification will be sent  
      to the Regional Supervisor executing this Permit  

                              and Agreement.    
 
                         2. (a)        Solid or liquid explosives shall not be used,  

except pursuant to written authorization from 
the Regional Supervisor. Requests of the use 
of such explosives must be in writing, giving 
the size of charges to be used, the depth at 
which  they  are  to  be detonated,  and   the  
specific precautionary methods proposed for  
the protection of fish, oysters, shrimp, and  
other natural resources. The use of explosives 
represents a  may  affect situation  under  
Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act of 
1973, as amended.                                                                              

     
 

            (b) The following provisions are made applicable 
when geophysical exploration on the Outer 
Continental Shelf using explosives is approved: 

 
(i) Each explosive charge will be permanently 

identified by markings so that unexploded 
charges may be positively traced to the                                 

                                                              Permittee and to the specific field party 



of the Permittee responsible for the explosive 
charge. 

 
(ii) The placing of explosive  charges  on  the   

seafloor is prohibited. No explosive charges  
shall be detonated nearer to the seafloor than 
five (5) feet (1.52 meters) . 

 
(iii) No explosive shall be discharged within 1,000 

feet (304.8 meters) of any boat not involved in 
the survey. 

 
3. Any serious accident, personal injury, or loss of property 

shall be immediately reported to the Regional Supervisor. 
 

4. All pipes, buoys, and other markers used in connection with 
seismic work shall be properly flagged and lighted according              

                                      to the navigation rules of the U.S. Corps of Engineers and the 
U.S. Coast Guard . 

 
5. In compliance with Section III- B(6) of this permit, digital 

navigation data shall be recorded on tape or other suitable 
storage media for seismic reflection surveys. The navigation 
data shall be in a format according to SEG P1 (Morgan, J.G. , 
et al, 1983, SEG Standard Exchange Formats for Positional 
Data, Society of Exploration Geophysicists, Special Report) . 
For 2-dimensional seismic events, a geographic location shall 
be reported   for every  shot point, irrespective  of  SEG  P1   
specifications. For 3-dimensional surveys, the first and last                         

                                    binned and centered locations for each line only shall be                             
                                     reported in SEG P1 format. Suitable media include, but are 

not limited to, 3 ½  inch diskettes or  CD-ROM  coded                                
                                    in ASCII . All formatting are to be in accordance with                                 
               Exchange Format for Postplot Location Data presented in Notice to  

Permittees dated August 14,1990 . 
 

6. In addition to the Stipulations above, the Environmental 
Protective Measures attached hereto shall apply. 

 
 

                
 

       


