In Reply Refer To: M3 5231 June 5, 1992

Zilkha Energy Company

Attention: Mr. Steve Brumner
1201 Loufsiana Street, Suite 3200
Houston, Texas 77002-5223

Gentlemen:
Reference is made to the following pl.n received May 72, 1992:

Type Plan - Initiel Plan of Exploration
lLease - OCS-C 9565

Bleck - 266

Area - South Marsh Island

Activities Proposed - Well A

In accordance with 30 CFR 250.33, this plan is hereby deemed submitted
and is now being considered for approval.

Your control number is N-4302 and should be refer:nced in your
communication and correspondence concerning this plan.

Sincerely,
Sed ) A Dont
D. J. Bourgeois
Reglonal Supervisor
Field Operations
bee: Lease OCS-G 9565 POD File (MS 5032)

/M$ 5034 w/public info. copy of the plan
(_ and accomp. info.

MTolbert:clc:05/26/92 : POECOM ‘

\ o




ZILKMA ENERGY COMPANY

.,1-‘“ WANAGEN gy P
‘ pl'.'!"'" ey 'i.,

MAY 221992
% )

miml.:n:miur“u & ?:f:: 'f:.’ o
Office of Field Operations -
U.S. Department of tha Interior
Minerals Management Sarvice
1201 Elawood f ¢ Bouleavard
New Orleans, L. 70123-2394

May 19, 1992

RE: Initial Plan of Exploration
Lease 0CS~G 9565, South Marsh Island Block 266
OCS PFederal Waters, Gulf of Maxico, Offshore, Louisiana

Gantlemen:

In accordance with the provisions of Title 30 CFR 250.33,
Zilkha Energy Company (Zilkha) hereby submits for your review
and approval nine (9) copies of an Initial Plan of Exploration
for Leasa 0CS~G 9565, South Marsh Island Block 266, Offshore,
Louisiana. Five (5) copies are "Proprietary Information" and
four (4) copies are "Public Information®.

Excluded from the Public Information copies are certain
geoclogic discussions, depth of wells and structure map.

Zzilkha anticipates commencing activities .hder this proposed
Initial Plan of Exploration on approximr* ..y August 1, 1992.

Should additional information be required, pleasse contact
Zilkha's requlatory agent, J. Connor Consulting, Inc.,
Attantion: Connie Goers at (713) 558-0607.

Sincerely,

ZILKHA ENER

e A

Stave Brunner
Operations Manager

S$B:CJG
Enclosures

(SM266.POE. |cig

1201 LOUISIANA STREET SUITE 3200 °© ~OUSTON AS TTO0R2 3220
TELEP=ONE  7r3) @885-5900 ° TELECOMER 713 4955-306
TELLX TO8-479




ZILKHA ENERGY COMPANY
INITIAL PLAN OF EXPLORATION
LEASE O0CS-G 9565
SOUTH MARSH ISLAND BLOCK 266

Zilkha Energy Company (Zilkha), as designated Operator of the
subject lease, submits this proposed Initial Plan of
Expioration Plan in accordance with the regulations contained
in Title 10 CFR 250.3) and more specifically defined in the
Minerals Management Service Le-ters to Lessees and Operators
dated Octobar 12, 1988 and Sep: sber 5, 1989.

HISIQRY QF LGME

Leage OCS~G 95485 was acquired by Shell Offshore, Inc. at
Central Gulf of Mexico Lease Sale 113 held March 30, 1988.

SCHERQULE _QF QPEBATIONS

Under this Initial Plan of Exploration, Zilkha proposes the
drilling of one (1) uxploratory well. Planned commencement
data is approximately August 1, 1992, subject to the approwal
of this Initial Plan of Exploration and issuance of the
required Permit to Drill.

It should be emphasized that this schedule is tentative in the
meaning of Title 30 CFR 250.33-1. Additional exploratory
drilling must be predicated upon the need to further define the
structures and/or reservoir limitations.

In addition to the drilling of the subject wall, other
activities which may be conducted under this Plan are the
satting of a well protector type structure, a seafloor
tamplate, a velocity survey in a wellbore, and the collection
of soil borings.

RESCRIPTION OF DRILLING UNIT

The proposed well will be drilled with a typical jack-up
drilling rig. When a rig is selected, the rig specifications
will be made a part <! the Application for Permit to Drill.
Typical Divertar and BOP Schematics are included as Attachments
A=-1 and A-2.




Safety features will include well control and blowout
prevention equipment as described in Title 30 CFR 250.50. The
appropriate life rafts, life jackets, riag buoys, etc., as
prascribed by the U. S. Coast Guard will be maintained on the
facility at 211 times.

WELL LOCATIONS

The approximate location of the proposed well in this Tnitial
Plan of Exploration is shown on the Well Location Table and
accoapanying Well Location Plat included as Attachments B-1 and

BATHXMETRY MAP

A bathymetry map showing the proposed surfaca location in South
Marsh Island Block 266 is included as Attachment D.

SHALLOW HAZARDS

A shallow hazards analysis has been prepared for the proposed
surface location in South Marsh Island Block 266, evaluating
any seafloor and subsurface geologic and mammade features and
conditions and .= included as Attachment E.

QIL _SPILL CONTINGENCY PLAM

All drilling and construction operations shall be performed in
accordance with industry standards to prevent pollution of the
enviromment. Zilkha Energy Company's 0il Spill Cont

Plan has been approved by MMS. This plan designates an 0il
Spill Response Team consisting of Zilkha personnel and contract
personnel. This team's duties are to eliminate the source of
any spill, remove all sources of possible ignition, deploy the
most reliable means of available transportation to monitor the
muontib of a slick, and contain and remove the slick if
possible.

Zilkha is a member of Clean Gulf Associatas (CGA). The CGA
stores polluticn control equipment at two locations in Taxas,
at Port Aransas and Galveston; five locations in Louisiana, at
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Vanice, Grand Isle, Intracoastal City, Houma and Cameron and
one location in Alabama, at Theodore.

Each base is equipped with fast response skimmers and there is
a barge mounted high volume open sea skimmer based at Grand
Isle, Louisiana. In addition to providing equipment, the CGA
also supplies advisors for clean-up operations.

prent
available from CGA and the base it is located at is listed in
the CGA Manual, Volume I, Section III.

Zilkha will make every effort to see that a spill is responded

to as quickly as possible. Response equipment and respcense

t:i;i'.nu will bae suitable for anticipated environmental conditions
the area.

In good weather conditions fast response with oil boom,
skimmers, pump and storage tanks would require approximately
9 to 10 hours, including preparation time as indicated below.
A besavy equipment system response would require approximately
24~-36 hours, including 6 hours preparation time.

Utilizs boat undsr contract or procure
a boat and deploy to nearest CGA Base
in Intracocastal City, LA

Load out Past Response Unit
Travel time

(Inland Travel Time )
(Travel Time to Spill Site)

Estimated Total Time 9.0

Equipment located in Intracoastal City, Louisiana would be
utilized first with additional equipment transported from the
nearest equipment base as required.

In the event a spill occurs from the proposed surface location
in South Marsh Island Block 286, our company has projected
=rajectory of a spill impacting the coastline, utilizing
information in the Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for OCS
Lease Salaes 139 and 141.

The EIS contains oil spill trajectory simulations using
seasonal surface currents couplsd with wind data, adjusted
avery 3 hours for 30 days or until a target is contacted.

Hypothetical spill trajectories ware simulataed for each of the
potential launch sitaes across the entire Gulf. These
simulations presume 500 spills occurring in each of the four
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seasons of the year. The results in the EIS were presented as
probabilities that an oil spill beginning frem a particular
launch site would contact a caertain land segment within 3, 10,
or 30 days.

Utilizing the summary of the trajectory amalysis (for 10 days),
th:lpreha.buity of a oil spill impacting a land fall is as
follows:

—Akea/Block . _landfall Seqment =

S. Marsh Island 266 Cameron Parish, LA 2
Vermilion Parish, LA 25
New Iberia Parish, LA 6
St. Mary's Parish, LA 1

If a spill should occur from the proposed location, Zilkha
would immediately activate its 0il Spiil Response Teanm,
determine from current conditions th:e probable location and
time of land fall by contacting Cont 'wintal Shelf Associatas
and/or the National Oceanic Atmospher .duwinistration's (NOAA)
Gulf of Mexico Scientific Suppor. -“Jordinator (8SC), for
assistance in predicting spill moveme~=t. Then, using the Clean
Gulf Operations Manual, Volume II, identify the biclogically
sansitive area and determine the appropriate response mode.

Volume II, Sections V and VI of the CGA Manual contains maps
as listed above, aequipment containment/cleanup protection
response nodes for the sensitive areas and depicts the
protection response modes that ave applicable for oil sp.ll
clean-up oparations. Each response moda is schematically
represented to show optimum deployment and operation of the
equipment in areas of environmental concern. Implementation
of the suggested procedures assures the most effective use of
the equipment and will result in reduced adverse impact of oil
spills on the environment. Supervisory personnel have the
option to modify the deployment and operation of equipment to
more effectively respond to site-specific circumstances.

HEW _OR UNUSUAL TECHNOLOGY

No new techniques or unustcal technology will be required for
these operations.

LEASE STIPULATIONS

Lease Stipulation Ne. 1 requires preparation of a Cultural
Resources Report assessing the potential existence of any
cultural resources. A copy of this report is being submitted
with the Initial Plan of Exploration.
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DRISCHARGES

All discharges associated with the drilling of the proposed
well will be in accordance with the permit limitations
addressed in the Environmental Protection Agency NPDES General
Permit for tha Gulf of Mexico.

Discharges will contain no free oil and will be in compliance
with and monitored as required by the permit. Any drilling
fluid contaminated with oil will be transported to shore for
propar disposal at an authorizad disposal site.

Solid domestic wastes will be transported to shore for proper
disposal at an authorized disposal site, and sewage will be
treated on location by U. S. Coast Guard approved marine
sanitation devices.

Mud may be discharged for purpocses of dilution or at end of
well. Surveiliance of the fluid is accomplished through daily
inventory of mud and chemicals added to the system; in additicn
to montbly and end-of-well LCSO toxicity tests required by EPA.
Typical nud components which may be used in the drilling of the
proposed well are included as Attachment F.

The anticipated discharges associated with Zilkha's operatioas
in South Marsh Island Block 266 are included as Attachment G.

HXDROGEN SULFIDE

In accordance with Title 30 CFR 250.67, Zilkha Energy Company
requests that South Marsh Island Block 266 be classified by the
Minerals Management Service as an area where the absence of
hydrogen sulfide has been confirmed.

The basis for this determination is through the evaulation of
production histories from Forest 0il Corporation's South Marsh

Island Block 267 and Brooklyn Union Exploration's production
in South Marsh Island Block 253.

ERQJECTED EMISSIONS
Projected Air Quality Emissions are included as Attachment H.

ENVIRONMENTAL REPORT
An Environmental Report is included as Attachment I.




COASTAL ZONE CONSISTENCY CERTIFICATION

A certificata of Coastal Zone Management Coasistency for the
State of Louisiana is enclosed as Attachment J. A copy of the
Public Notice request for publication inh the Louisiana Baton
Rouge State Times is included as Attachment K, as waell as the
appropriate Parish Journal being included as Attachment L.

QNSHORE SURPORT DASE

The proposed surface location in South Marsh Island Block 266
is located approximately 22 niles south of the nearest
Louisiana coastline and 37 miles to the proposed support base
located in Freshwater City, Louisiana. Water depth at the
proposed drillsite is approximately 20 feet. A vicinity map
showing the location of Block 266 relative to the shoreline and
onshore base is inc’uded as Attachment M.

Zilkha will utilize existing onshore facilities leccated in
Freshwatar City, Louisiana. This will serve as port of
debarkation for supplies and crews. No onshore expansion or
coenstruction is anticipated with respect to the propossd
activities.

This base is capable of providing tha sarvices necassary for
the prupcsed activities. It has 24-hour service, a radio tower
with a phone patch, dock space, equipment and supply storage
base, drinking and drill water, ef':. Supprrt vessels and
travel frequency during drilling activities are as follows:

orilling Activiti

Crew Boat 7 Trips Per Week
Supply Boat 3 Trips Per Week
Helicopter 2 Trips Per Week

AUTHORIZED BEPRESENTATIVE

Inquiries may be @made ¢to the following authorized
rapresentative:

Connie J. Goers

J. Connor Consulting, Inc.
P. 0. Box 218753

Houston, Taxas 77218

(713) 558-0607
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Typical Diverter and Blowout Preventer Schematics

Well Location Table and Plat
Structure Map

Bathymetry Map

Shallow Hazards Analysis
Typical Mud Components
Quantities and

Consistency Cartification
Public Notice Request - State Times
Public Notice Request - Parish Journal
Vieinity Map




20" HYDRIL DIVERTER 2000 psi

ITEM DESCRPTION

i 2i5* HYDRIL 2000 psi Type MSP

2 20" FLANGE SPQOL 2009 psi wi6” 2000 psi Qutiets
3 8" GATE VALVE s1d Low Pressure (REMUTE)

4 6~ DIVERTER LINE (To Overboard;

BLOWOUT PREVENTER STACK
13%’ 10,000 psi

QESCRIPTION

13%:° HYDRIL ANNULAR B9 5000 psi “yoe GK H25 THmmaea

13%" TAMERON DGUBLE BOP 10,000 psi WP H,28 Trimmed

13%° SAMERON SINGLE BGP 10,005 om WP +, 28 Trimmed

4'e” MANUAL GATE VALVE Camercn Type “F~ 4,28

T'he” AEMOTE HYDRAULIC VALVE Cameron Typs "F 10,000 pmi H.29
The” MAMUAL GATE VALVE Cameron Typs “F 10,000 psi H,28
2'he" CHECK VALYE Camercn type "A™ 10.600 psi H,28
3" 10,000 pgi KILL ' ‘% fram Choke Mandoki
37 10,009 psi CHC INE {rom ciinike tandcld




BLCWOUT PREVENTER STALK
WITH A
HYDORIL DIVERTER

-
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Zilkha Ereryy Compas;
12001 iovisiare Strem, Suite 3200
Hrzasvm, Texas 77002-5223

Atters on Mr, David Camerca:
RE:

(Gentiemen:

“"lksia Energy Corpany coatracted Joan E. Chance & Associates, Inc. (o0 provide a Fropos
Wellsite Clearance letter associated vith ihe roposed “A”" !Location within Block 266, Souvm:
Marsh [sland Area. John E. Cianc: and Associates, [nc. performed a high resotu..n
J\weheologicui & Hazard Survey zcross \Mocks 266 and 267, South Marsh Island Arca, on Apnl
4 -5, and 7, 1992. The survey was performed aboard the M/V L’Arpentew. Horizonta,
positioning of the survey vessel was accomplist: 4 the John Chance STARFIX Satellite
Navigation System. Geophysical instruments uszo during the survey include a GI Airgun
Profiler and Teledyne 42~ unnel streamer with "¢ Texas [nstruments DFS-V recording syssem,
Echowac Bathymetric iysmem, O.R.E. °.5 kHz Pinger Profilzr, GeoMetrics "roton
Magnetometer Model 801/3, and E.G.AG. SMS-260 Side Z.2n Sonar The survey grid
consisted of 26 north-south primary trackiines spaced 300 meters apact (lines | - 256) and 6 cast-
west tielines spaced 900 mesers apart (lines 27 - 32). Shot roints (navigational fix mars) were
rcorded at 150 metes intexve . along all tacklines. Thz survey grid was assigaed 10 provide
compilete lateral seafloor . werage with the sonar syste'n and a representative sanvoling with the
mu\gnetometer and seisric systems.

The: geophysical survey within Blocks 266 apJ 267, South Marsh [sland Area, was conducted
in compliance with the Minerals Manaovarent Service NTL-83-3 which is currently in effe  for
the Guif of Mexico OCS Region. NTL-83-3 stipulates that a shallow hazard survey he
conducted prw* o drilling operations. Cable lengths and depths for the geophysical sysiems
were measured far sach towed sensor, and the sensor setba ks oehind the positior:ag s iwana

0 DULLES NOVE  Las TTTR LOUMANA 0% TELEPMONE 118/1)7.) ke
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QPN E. CHANCY

& A3 0CtaAaTERSY INC

were conpensated for when mapping the dva with reference to jost-plotied si:ct points. The
purpose of this letter is w address specific .~afloor and subbottom conditions at ths Proposed
"A" Surface Location.

The Proposed “A” Surface and Bottom Hole Locaticns are situzied vin>u Block 266, South
Marsh [sland Area ac

¥ 550 fem FNL Y = 181,567.79 Lacmde: 29 09" 53.228" N
750 feet FEL. X = 1,823,72.7%’ Longitude: 21+ 13' 08.099" W

The water depth at = Proposed “A”" Surface Locuion is approximasely -20 feet. Somar and
nér ot data indicate . ‘catureless seafloor that is clerr of topographic anvavalies i d2 immediats
vicinity of the Proprsed Site. Seafloor sediments across Block 26, South Marza Island Area,
are roported 0 consist of sanas (Minerals Management Service, Visual No. 1, 1983).
MecClelland Ergineers, lnc. (1979) reports shear strength values ranging from 200 \%s./sq.ft
(soft) at the seafloor w 1,750 Ibs./sq.ft. (suff) approximately 150 feet below the mudiine.
Studies performed by Bernard (1970) and McClelland (1979) indi~ute approximately 70 w0 73
feet of Holocene/Recr at Age sediment currently overlies the stud- oo Pinger profiles dismay
a sequer~e of convolu~d and gas-saturated scuiments beneath _.e study area. A general gas
horizon was observed or. pinger profiles ar depths of 15 - 40 feet below the seafloor. Pinger
penetration and resolurxn were limited due to signal amenuation within th2 gas-saturmed
sediments. A-Sustic void zones were noted within the Recent Age (Holocene) strata at depths
of 7 o 9 feet beiow the seafloor. 1ne closest -~enstic void zone, with n.pect « the Proposed
*2." Locatun, is located about 3,800 feet o ine casi-<outheast. Pinger profiles de=Sind a buried
aver chapnel wirhin the near-surface stravigraphic column buried. 6 - 9 feet beluw the s:afioor.
The Proposed "A" .-ation is located directly above this relict feature v#ith the neares’. channed
margin situated approximately 470 feet o rhe southeast. Several near-turface Tults were
observed in the upper sediment sequence in ihe southeastern portion of Block 266 and in ths
southern por.ra of Block 267, however, these faults do not appear to extend o depth on the
airgun prof ‘@, The nearest fault, with respect 0 the Proposed “A° Location, is located
approximatay 4,730 feet io the southeast and i Zownthrown (o the south. A seismic amplitude
anomaly “brightspot® was observed on th airgun profiles about 1,800 feet cast of the Proposed
Locanon. Tus "brightspot” is siuarad approximately 711 feet below the seafloor and an




OHN E CHANC

® ASS0CIATES. INC

mmmmmmMummmumm
future drilling operations.

mmmmw.mmnhmm.um
about 1,800 feet o the northwest. This anomaly registered 12 gammas with a dusation of 50
feet. There were 00 unusual sonar contacts detected in the area. The nearest known man-made
mmmummw&mmuammwmm
situated about 1,050 feet to the southeast. Based on the acquired geophysical data and the
geologic interpretations made by John E. Chance & Associates, Inc., the immediate vicinity
nmuhw'rsmumnuam«Mwmm
and construction activities.

mm.mmmmummaummmmwmum

Sincerely,
JOHN E. CHANCE & ASSOCIATES, INC.

Mictioan) CEeommasnns

Nhhmc.lm
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R COmor Bonsulting Qicy

P.O. Box 218753 Houston, Texas 77218 (713) 558-0607 Fax: (713) 558-8369

May 19, 1992
EROJECTED AIR EMISSION
GENERAL INFORMATION
Location of Block: South Marsh Island Block 266
OCS-G 9565
Distance Offshore: 22 miles
Name of Rig: Jack-Up
Operator: Zilkha Energy Company
1201 Louisiana, Suite 3200
Houston, Texas 77002
Contact Person: Mr. Steve Brunner
Well Footage to be Drilled:
Daze Drilling Will Begin: August 1, 1992
MAJOR SQURCE (QOFFSHORE)
Power used aboard drilling vessel; approximate footage to be drilled
Emitted (Ibs/dav)*tons/vr.
Substance
Cco 1.98
2 SO, 63
3 NOx 930
? voC 15
;\ TSP 65

\ 4 Based on 60 hphr/ft. from Table 4-3, "Atmospheric Emissions from
N Offshore Oil and Gas Development and Production”, EPA No. 450/3-77-
026, June 1977

s Emission factors freom ..ic 333-1, “Compilation of Air Pollutant
Emission Factors”, Third Editon, EPA Report AP<42, August, 1977

ATTACHMENT H-1




Including crew hoat (7 trivs/week); supply boat (3 wips/week); helicopter
(2 trip/week); and loading and valoading operations.

e B
Emitted (Ibs/day)"tons/vr.
Substance

co 04
SO, 00
NOx 10
vOC 00
TSP 00

Tables 3.2.1-3, 3.23-i and 2.1-1, "Compilation of Air Pollutant Emission
Factors , Third Edition, EPA Report AP-42, August, 1977,

30, NOx YOC ISe

63 930 75 65

04 -0 —d0 -0 %0

Toral 202 63 9.40 75 65
QNSHORE SOURCES

These should be zbout the same as minor sources unless new facilities are installed at
the onshore base. No additional facilities are required or planned at this time.,

EMISSION EXEMPTION DETERMINATION

For CO: E = 3400(D)¥* = 3400 (22)** = 26.695 tons/year
For NOx, VOC, TSP & SO,; E = 333D = 333 (2) = 733 1ons/year

ATTACHMENT H-2




Zilkha Energy Company
South Marsh [sland Block 266

Page Three

ENRINGS OF AIR QUALITY REVIEW

As per DOI/MMS regulations, this facility is exempt from further air quality review as
it has been determined thar its operanons will not have a significunt adverse impact on
air quaiiry.




R (G010 BONSUGNg RHICY

P.O. Box 218753 Houston, Texas 77218  (713) 5580607 Fax: (7 13) 558-8369

ZILKHA ENERGY COMPANY

INTTIAL PLAN OF EXPLORATION

£NVIRONMENTAL REPORT

SOUTH MARSH ISLAND BLOCK 266
LEASE 0CS-6 9565

OFFSHORE, LOUISIANA

Prepared by:

o J. Connor Consulting, Inc.
P.0. Box 218753
Houston, TX 77218
713/558-0607

May 19, 1992
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.  QESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED ACTION

Zilkha Energy Company proposes to conduct exploratory activities within South
Marsh Island 8lock 266, Offshore, Louisiana.

As proposed, the Initial Plan of Exploration for South Mar;h Island Block 266
provides for the drilling of one (1) exploratory well.

At this time, the planned commencement date for proposed activities is om or
about August 1, 1992,

Support vessels will be dispatched from a support base located in Freshwater
City, Louistans durine willing ind completion operations of the

wall. The boat: wili mama!’y ..'e to the blork via the most direct route
from Freshwater City, Louis‘aia, hiwever, boats operating in the field may
travel from other facilities nearty. Following is an estimate of trips to
the proposed operaticn.

Qrilling Operations
Crew Boat 7 Trips Per Week
Supply Boat 3 Trips Per Week
Hel icopter 2 Trips Per Week

The proposed activities will utilize a support base located at Frer
City, Louisiana. This base provides 24-hour service, a rafic tow ¥
phone patch, dock spacs, office space, parking lot, equipment and
storage space, drinking and drill water, etc. The proposed explo. .
activities will help to maintain this base at its present level of activ:.
No expansion of the physical facilities or the creation of new jobs is
expected to result from the work planned in conjunction with this block.

The first sociceconomic data base report will be submitted when the MMS and
the states of Alabama, Louisiana, and Mississippi identify the specific
parameters to be addressed in these semi-annual reports.

C.  MEM OR UNJSUAL TECHNOLOGY |
No new or unusual techmology will be required for this operation.




0. MICHUTY MAP

South Marsh Island Block 266 lies approximately 22 miles south of the
Louisiana coastline and approximately 37 ailes south of Zilkha's proposed
onshore support base located in Freshwater City, Louisiama.

Ia;t.ar depths range from a minimum of 20 feet to a maximum of 28 feet in the
bluck,

II. QESCRIPTION OF AFFECTED ENVIRONMENT
A.  COMMERCIAL FISHING

The Gulf of Mexico orovides 40% of the commercial fish landings and one-third
of the recreational fishing activities in the continental U. S. Commercial
landings of all fisheries in the Gulf during 1989 totaled nearly 1.8 biliion
pounds, valued at $649 million.

Louisiana ranked first among Gulf states in total commercial fishery landings
for 1989 with nearly 1.2 billion pounds landed, valued at $264.2 million.
Menhaden was the highest quantity finfish, valued at $40.7 million. Shrimp
was the highest value shellfish, valued at 5134 million. In addition, the
following 10 species each accounted for landings valued at over 51 million:
black drum, black mullet, spotted seatrout, shark, red snapper, swordfish,
biuefin tuna, yellowfin tuna, blue crab, and Lde American oyster. In 1989,
Loutsiana had about 24.900 commercia’ saliwater, liconsed fishermen.

Louisiana is the most productive stata in the Gulf cf Mexico ia terms of
commercial fisheriss because of its axtensive estuaries, coastal ~irshes, and
nutrient 1nput from the Misziszsispi and Atchafalaya Rivers. Cea.-']
Louisiana contains approximately 60% of the estuarizs and marshe: in the Gulf
of Maxico. Over 30% of .he biue ~rsb "arvest, which amounts to about 50
mil. on pounds, comes from estuary nursery areas.

8. SHIPING

The establishment of a series of safety fairways or traffic separation
schemes (755's), and anchorage areas provide unobstructed apgroach for
vessels using U.S. ports. Shipping safety fairways are lanes or corriders in
which no fixed structure, whether temporary or permanent, is permitted.
TSS’s increzse navigation safety by separating opposing lanes of vessel
traffic. Fairwey anchorage are areas contiguous to and associated with a
If:inuy. in which fixed structures may be permitted within certain spacing
mitations.

Fairways play an important role in the avoidance of collisions in the OCS,
particularly in the case of the larger oceangoing vessels, but not all
vassels stay within the fairways. Many others, such as fishing boats and OCS
support vessels, travel through areas with high concentration of fixed
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structures. [n such cases the st important mitigation factor is the
requirement for aidequate marking and lighting of structures. After a
structure has been in place for a while, it often becomes a landmark and an
aid to navigation for vessels that operate in the area on a regular basis.
Most ocean joing vessels are equipped with radar capable of aiding navigation
in all weather conditions. This has contributed to safe navigation on the
ocs.

South Marsh [sland Block 266 is clear of any shipping fairways or anchorage
areas.

C.  ELEASURE J0ATING, SPORT FISHING AND RECREATION

The northern Gulf of Mexico coastal zome is one of the major recreatiomal
regions of the United States, particularly in connection with marine fishing
and beach activities. The coastal beaches, barrier islands, estuarine bays
and sounds, river deltas, and tidal marshes are used extemsively and
intensively for recreational activity by Guif Coast residents and tourists
from throughout the nation, as well as from foreign countries. Publicly-
owned and administered areas such as national seashores, parks, beaches, and
wildlife lands, as well as specially designated preservation areas such as
historic and natural sites z:nd landmarks, wilderness areas, wildlife
sanctuaries, and scenic rivers attract residents and visitors throughout the
year. Commercial and private recruitional facilities and ectablishments,
such as resorts, marinas, amusement parks, and ornamental gardens, also serve
as primary-interest areas.

The two major recreational areas mosi directly associated with the offshore
leasing and potentially affected by it are the offshore marine envirorment
and the coastal shorefront of the adjoining statas. The major recreatienal
activity occurrirg on the OCS s offshore ~arine recreatioral fiskina and
diving. Studies, reports, and conference proceerings published 'y s and
others have documented a substantial recrealicnal fishery inciuvging scuba
diving, directly associated with oil and gas oroduction platforms. The
recreaticnal fishing associated with oil and naz structures stems from their
function as high profilz artificial fishing reefs. A report om the 1784
Marine Recreational Fishery Statistics Surveys presented by NMFS at the Sixth
Annual Gulf of Mexico information Transfer Meeting indicates a majority of
the offshore recreational fisning in the Central and Westerm Gulf of sexico
is directly associated with the oil and gas structures. Many other studies
have demonstrated that when oi] and gas structures ire accessible to marine
recreational fishermen and scuba divers they are a major attraction for
marine recreational activities and a positive influence on tourism ars
coastal economics. Throughout the Gulf of Mexico ion, there is hijh
interest in acquiring, relocating, and retaining selected oil and 7ja:
structures for artificial reefs to enhance marine fisheries when the
structures are no longer useful for oil and gas production.

With the exception of Grand [sle and vicinity ind a stretch of beach area in
Cameron Parish, (Peveto/Constance/Ocean View Bcaches, Holly Beach,
Beach) Louisiana has very limited beach arer ..-taple for recreation. Most
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of it is very narrow, of poor recreational quality and Jenerally inaccessible
by automobile. Some of the highest quality beach areas in coastal Louwisiana
are found along the barrier islands chain off Terrebonne Parish. Several
additional significant recreational resogurces are found along the Gulf Coast.
Louisiana has ornamental gardens, scenic roads, rivers, and trails.

0. POTENTIAL OR KNOWN CULTURAL RESOURCES

Archeological resources are any historic or pre-historic site, structure,
object or feature that is man-made or modified by human activity.
Significant archeological resources are defined in 36 CFR 800, Section 60.6
and generally include properties greater than 50 years old which are
associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad
patterns of our history; are associated with the 1ives of persons significant
in the past; embody the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or
method of construction; represent the work of a master; possess high artistic
values; represent a significant and distinguishable entity whose components
may lack individual distinction; or hava yielded, or may be likely to yieid,
information important in prehistory or history.

Geograph.c features that have a high probability for associated prehistoric
sites in the Central Gulf include barrier islands and back-barrier
embayments. river channels and associated floodplains and terraces, and sait-
dome features.

The high resolution geophysical survey data from South Marsh Island Block 266
has been avaluated for evidence of historic shipwrecks and high probability
areas for prehistoric archaeological sites associated with formerly
subaerially exposed landforms. The block is in an area of high probability
for the occurrence of prehistoric archaeologizal resources.

The evaivation of tha high resoluticn geophysical survey data from Bleck 266
indicates that although the Pleisionana topsoils in this area could have been
occupied by prehistoric man during the »xtiasive onericd of subaerial
axposure, poss‘ble archaeological remaing ilong tnis horizon have been buried
peyond a reasonable recovery depth. A bruied channel featire was obsarved
within the upper 6 to 9 feet of strata which could represcat a distributary
stream of the Maringouin Delra. Based on archaeclogiczl evidence from
existing sites within coastal Louisiana, the natural levees of distributary
channels were the favored landforms inhabited by prehistoric Inidan bands.
These levea; offered high ground and continual access to fiesh water in
addition Lo an abdundanta supply of fish, shellfood, and a wide variety of
edible plants and animals. This particular Study Area may have been
inhabited for several hundreds of years by Archaic tribes after the subaerial
development of the delta plain, and the margins of the distributary stream
channel represent the most likely zome for possible preservation of
prehistoric archaeclogical material. The pinger profiles do not show any
evidence of well developed natural levees, but the margins of the former
stream may have been inhabited and alluvium may have been buried cultural
material prior to marine transgression thereby preserving possible sites from
destruction by shoreline wave erosion. The channel banks will be noted
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during future lease planning as zones of potential preservation for
prehistoric archaeological material.

€. ECOLOGICALLY SENSITIVE FEATURES

Barrier beaches are a common landform along the Gulf Coast and stretch in an
irregular chain from Florida to Texas. These elongated, narrow landforms are
composed of sand and other lToose sediments transported by waves, currents,
storm surges, and wind. Barrier |andforms are a young coastal feature. The
term "barrier® identifies the structure as one that protect: other features,
such as bays, estuariec, and marshes, from direct impacts of the open ocean.
By separating coastal waters from the ocean, barriers contribute to the
amount of estuarine habitat along the coast. As much as two-thirds of the top
value Atlantic and Gulf Coast species of fish are considered to be directly
dependent during some stage of their life onm conditions in these estuaries.

Another benefit of both the islands and their adjacent marshes and bays is
that of providing habitats for 2 large number of birds and other animals,
including several threatemed or endangered species, for example, the
loggerhead turtle, the snutherm bald eagle, alligators, and brown pelicans.

The islands generally are regressive with high beach ridges and prominent
sand dunes. Although overwash channels do not commonly occur, the isiands

may be overwashed during strong storms. The islands in gemeral are stable,
with no trend toward erosion or thinning of the island, but with a trend
toward westward migration in response to the predominantly westward-moving
longshore currents.

Louisiana has the nation’s most rapidly retreating beaches. The average
retreat for the Fourchon beach over the last 100 years has been in excess of
60 ft/yr. The statewide average according to Dolan et al. (1982) is in
excess of 11 ft/yr. Beaches alorg the deltaic plain in Louwisiana fit into
ona of threse categories. depending on the stage of the deltaic cycle of the
nearby landmass. When a major distributary of the Mississippi River is
abandoned, subsi:dence results in a loccal sea level transgrassiop that
transforme the active delta into an erosicmal headiand with flanking
Sarriers. rourchon Beach is ap example of an eroding heauland beuch. With
increased age and subsidence, the barriar shoreline evolves into a
traasgressive barrier island arc that is separated from the mainland by a
lagoon [sles Derniers is an example of this phencmenon. Eventually with
continued subsidence and sediment deprivation, the island ceases to exist.

The importance of coastal wetlands to the coastal environment has been well
documented. Coastal wetlands are characterized by high organic productivity,
high detritus production, and efficient nutrient recycling. They provide
habitat for a2 great number and wide diversity of invertebrates, fish,
reptiles, birds, and mammals. Wetlands are particularly important as nursery
grounds for juvenile forms of many important fish species. lhe Louisiana
coasial wetlands support over two-thirds of the Mississippi Flyway wintering
waterfuwl population and the largest fur harvest in North America.
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Louisiana contains most of the Gulf coastal wetlands. The deterioration of
coastal wetlands, particularly in Louisiana, is an issue of comcern. In
Louisiana, the annual rate of wetlands loss has been measured at 130 kn® for
the period 1955-1978. Several factors contribute to wetlands loss in Coastal
Louisiana, including sediment deprivation (a result of a 50% decrease in the
suspended sediment load of the river since the 1950’s and the chamnnelization
of the river, which has prevented overbank sediment deposition), subsidence
and sea-level rise, and the construction of pipeline and navigation camals
through the wetlands.

A rscent study funded by MMS entitled "Causes of Wetland Loss in the Coastal
Central Gulf of Mexico”, examined coastal ecosyscems of th2 Northern Gulf of
Mexico region and how wetland habitats have changed as a result of nmatural
processes and man‘s activities thereon. The study’s primary focus was on
assessing and quantifying the direct and indirect impacts of 0CS-related
activities on wetland areas. Canal construction for pipelines and navigation
has been the major OCS-related impacting factor.

The shelf and shelf edge of the Central and Western Gulf are characterized by
topographic features which are inhabited by benthic communities. The habitat
created by the topographic features is important because they support hard-
bottom communities of high biomass, high diversity, and high numbers of plant
and animal species; they :upport, either as shelter, food, or both, large
numbers of commercially and recreationally important fishes; they are unique

to the extent that they are small isolated areas of communities in the vast
Gulf of Mexico; they provide a relatively pristine ares suitabie for
sc:mtifh: research; and they have an aesthatically attractive intrinsic
value.

Live bottoms are regions of high productivity characterized by a fim
substrate with high diversity or density of epibota. These communities are
scattered across the west Florida shelf in the shallow waters with depth
Zonation apparent in dominant communities, and within restricted regions of
the Central Gulf of Mexico. Live bottoms also include biological assemblages
consisting of sea fans, sea whips, hydroids, ascidians, or corals living upon
ancd attached ta naturaliy occurring hard or rocky formations with rough,
broken or smooth topography; or areas whose |ithotome favors the accumulation
of turtles, fishes, sizqrass, algae, a~i other fauna.

Chemosynthetic clams, missei. and tube worms, simi!;~- to the hydrotherws:

vert communit es of the eastern Pacific have been oiscoverad in th: desp

waters of *%2 Gulf. These cold-water communities ar# associated with saiswic

:;gn-out zones and hydrcaibon seep areas brtween water depths greater than
Feters.

Seven distinct biotic zones have been idemtified on the banks of the Gulf.
None of the banks contain all of the seven zones. The Ceatral G- F of Mexico
lists 16 toponraphic features. MNome of those listed are in or near the
vicinity of the proposed operations in South Marsh [sland Block 266.




F.  EAPELINES AND CABLES

As a prudent operator, Zilkha Energy Company will conduct all operations in
accordance with the provisions specified in Minerals Management Service
Notice to Lessees 83-03 in the vicinity of existing pipelines and/or cables.

G.  OTHER MINERAL USES

The activities proposed for South Marsh Island Block 266 will have no direct
or indirect impact on other mineral uses.

H.  OQCEAN DUMPING

A1l ocean dumping is regulated by %he Marine Protection, Research, and
Sanctuaries Act of 1972. A USEPA permit is required for all ocean dumping of
industrial wastes and municipal sludge materials. Ocean dumping of sewage
and industrial wastes is no longer permitted. The USEPA has one designated
deep-water disposal site in the Gulf of Mexico.

The major discharges from offshore oil and gas exploration and production
activities include produced water, drilling fluids and cuttings, ballast
water, and storage displicement water. Minor discharges from the offshore
oil and gas industry include drilling-waste chemicals, Ffracturing and

acidifying fluids, and well completion and workover fluids; and from
production operations, produced sand, deck drainage, and miscellaneous well
fluids (cement, BOP fluid); and other sanitary and domestic wastes, gas and
0oil1 processing wastes, and miscellaneous discharges. These wastes are
generally regulated by the EPA under three federal programs, Resource
Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA), National Pollutant Oischarge
Elimination System Program (NPDES) and the Underground I[njection Control
Program.

I.  EMDANGERED AND THREATENED SPECIES AND CRITICAL HABITAT

Although a large number of endangered and threatenad species imhabit the Gulf
Coast States and their adjoining waters, only a smali occupy
coastal and marine habitats. An even smaller number are likely to be
affected by CCS o1] and gas exploration and production.

The Fish and Wildlife Service and the National Marine Fisheries Service have
noted fourteen protacted species, among them the seven whale species and one
cardidate species, the Gulf sturgeon have been selected for description and
analysis because of the potential fregquency or severity of their interactions
with proposed OCS o) axd gas exploration and development activities.

Five of the protecte. ... tles -~ the Alabama besch mouse, Perdido Key mouse,
Mississippt sandhil! crame, ) rundi, and acalot--could be impacted only by
onshore development because of their primary habitat is not on the OCS.




The Kemp’s ridley sea turtle is the most imperiled of the worid’s marine
turtles. Female Kemp's ridiey sea turtles appear to inhabit nearshore areas
and congregations of female Kemp’s have been recorded off the mouth of the
Mississippi River.

The loggerhead sea turtlc .ccurs worldwide in depths ranging from estuaries
to the continental shelf. The largest uesting concentration in the United
St-tes is on the southeast Florida cos ... In the Gulf of Mexico, the Florida
Panhandle accounts for approximats}ly one-third of the nesting on the Florida
Gulf Coast. Mesting has also been reported on Gulf Shores and Dauphin
Isiand, Alabawa; Ship I[siand, Mississippi; and the Chandeleur Islands,
Louisiana.

Six Federally listed endangered whale species have been reported in the Gulf
of Mexico--the blue, fin, humpback, right, sie, and sperm whales. Generally,
these large cetaceans inhabit the continental slope and deep oceanic waters;
occasionally, they are sighted nearshore. Right whales are the most
endangered cestacean in the Western Hemisphere.

The piping plover is endangered in the Great Lakes watershed and threatened
elsewhere. [ts historic populations have remained depressed because of
losses to their beach and nesting habitat. The largest numbers and highest
wintering densities of birds were found in the Western and Central Guif of
Mexico. Piping Plovers a susceptible to contact with spilled oil because of
their preference for feeding in intertidal areas.

Brown pelicans remain listed as endangered in Mississippi, Louisiana and
Texas. Mesting occurs in colonies on coastal islands. Three brown pelican
rookeries occur in Louisiarma and a small active rookery is in Texas. Brown
pelicans inhabit the coast, rarely venturing into freshwater or flying more
than 32 km offshore.

The Eskimo curlew is one of the rarest native North American birds in the
wild. Only 18 birds were reported between 1983-1987. Most of these
sightings occur in coastal Texas. The hirds migrate through and concentrate
in the Gulf Coast marshes during the spring on their way from South America
to Canada. The drastic population decline, which was first reported in the
late 1800’s, appears due to over harvest, habitat loss, and short-term
climatic changes.

The whooping crane breeding population winters along the Texas coast from
November to Aprii. The birds occupy the coastal marshes aiong Texas guif
coast counties. Portions of these counties and the Aransas National Wildlife
Refuge have been designated as critical habitat for the whooping crane.

A marine mammal, the West Indian manatee, is a aguatic herbivore and one of
the five living species of the order Sirsnia. [t inhabits low-wmergy coastal
areas throughout the northern Gulf of Mexico; however, it is known to winter
only in south and central Florida.

The Gulf sturgeon--a subspecies of the Atlantic sturgeon was proposed for
listing as a federally protected species for protection under the Endangered




Species Act on May 2, 1990, therefore the impacts of the propesed actions
will be analyzed as if it were a designated endangered species. [*s present
spawning is limited to rivers from the Pear! to the Suwannee Rivers. The
largest spawning population occurs in the Suwannee River. The decline of the
Gulf sturgeon is due to overfishing and habitat destruction , primarily the
damming of coastal rivers and degradation of water quality.

J.  SOCIOECONONIC

In relation to oil and gas industry in the Gulf of Mexico, the exploration
and production of crude oil and g«s is classified as a primary industry.
Classified as secondary industries are activities associated with the
processing of crude oil and gas in refineries, natural gas plants, and
petrochemical plants.

The offshore 0il exploration industry including o¢il companies, drilling
contractors, and oilfield suppliers provide a major input to Louisiama’s
economy. A number of ports in the Central and Western Gulf have developed
into important centers for offshore support. The most active of these in
Louisiana are (from east to west) Venice, Morgan City, Intracoastal City, and
Cameron, Louisiana. The o=<=~~=~ support base for opcrations in South Marsh
Isiard Block 266 is Fres? ity, Louisiana.

IT1. UNAVOIDABLE ADVERSE ExviRONMENTAL IMPACTS
A.  WATER QUALITY

Routine operational discharges (drilling muds and cuttings, produced waters,
deck drainage and sanitary and domestic wastes) or accidental oil spills may
temporarily degrade some measures of water quality adjacent to the proposed
surface location. However, these impacts decrease to very low with distance
from the source. Therefore, the impact level from these factors is
considered to be low.

8.  EEFECTS ON MARINE ORGAMISMS

Soma organisms will be killed and some will be tempcrarily functiomally
impaired as a result of operational discharges. The most affectad groups
will be plankton and benthos immediately around the proposed surface
locations. DOamage will be both mechanical and toxicological. These
communities are widespread throughout the deep-water areas of thes Gulf,

These impacts are considered to be localized, short term and reversible at
the population level.

An 0il spill could affect a broad spectrum of marine organisms. However,
most effects would be lTocalized and short term. Any effects on mammals and
turtles would be significant.




C. EFFECTS ON THREATENED OR ENDANGERED SF: ' if3

Activities resulting from the proposed act >n have a potential to cause
detrimental effects on endangered cetaceans. These cetaceans could be
impacted by operations] discharges, helicopter and vessel traffic, platform
noise, explosive platform removals, seismic surveys, oil spills, and oi}-
spill response activicies. The effects of the majority of these activities
are estimated to be sublethal, and expected impact levels range from low Lo
very low. Lethal effects are estimited only from large oil spilis. The
expected impact levels from diffarent sizes of oil spills range from Icv te
high. it is exsected that the Central Gyif endangersd aid ‘hreateved
cetaceans will axperience a moderate Jevel of impact resulting in sublethal
effect that are chronic and cou!d result in persistent physiolegical or
behaviy; changes.

0. WETLANDS AND BEACH

There is a low probability that a large 0il spill of greater than 50 bbls
will contact a barrier island. In tne event of 0il-spill comtact occurring,
erosional changes ‘n the barrier could result during cleanup operations.
Small spills, less than 50 bbls, will affect only a short stretch of boad
and will be cleaned within 2 week with no effects on beach morphology.

No large spills from offshore or inshore sources are expected to orcur and
contact coastal wetlands. Althsugh severz]l smaller spills are expected fo
contact wetlands from irshore barge and pipeline accidents in coastal
Louisiana, only small areas of wetlands will be contjcted by high-enough
concentrations of 0il to result in the conversion of wetlards to open waier
habitat. Seagrass beds will be contacted by such low concentrations of o1l
from the sp1lls that no impacts are expected.

Louisiana contains most of the Gulf coastal wetlisnds which ogccur in the
Mississippi River Oeltaic Plain and the Cherier Plain. Several factors
contribute to wetlands loss in Louisiara, i luding sediment deprivation,
subsidence and sea-level rise, and the construction of , pelipe and
navigation channels through the wetlands. [n Wississippl, marshes occur
primarily as discontinuous wetlands associated with estuarine environmenis,
such as in the Pear! and Pascagouia River deitas and Mobile Bay. The
wetlands in this area of the Gulf are more stable than those in Louisiana,
reflecting the more stable substrate and more active sedimentation per unit
of wetland area.

Major causes of saltmarsh wetland iosses were industrial development-
nagivation, re:‘dential-commerical deveiopment, natura] successios, and
erosion-subsidence.
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€. AIRQUALITY

The potential degrading effects on air quality from onshore and offshore
operational activitiss are platform emissions; dril’ing activities during
exploration, deline2tion, and development; serv vesse! operation;
avaporation of +volatile hydrocarbons for surface o011 slicks; and fugitive
emissions during hydrocarbon venting and offloading, Emissions of pollutants
into the atmosphere for these activiiies are likely to have a low impact on
offshore air quality because of prevailing atrospheric conditions, emission
heights, and pollutant concentrations. Onshore impact on air quality from
emission from OCS activities is estimated to be low because of the
atmospheric regime, the emission rates, and distance of these emissions from
the coastline.

F.  COMMERCIAL FISHING

The major impact producing factors on fishing activities from the proposed
operations is structure placement, oil spills, production platform removals,
seismic surveys, subsurface blowouts, OCS discharges of drilling suds and
produced waters, and underwater OCS obstructions.

011 spills that contact the coastal bays, estuaries, and open Gulf areds with
high concentrations of floating eggs and larvae have the greatest potential
for damage to commercial fisheries. The majority of the Guif’s fishes are
e.tuarine dependent. An o0il spill could seriously affect commercial
fisheries such as menhaden, shrimp, and blue crab that use these areas as
nursery or spawning grounds.

The emplacement of one structure eliminates approximately 3 acres of
commercial trawling space. Underwater OCS obstructions cause gear conflicts
which result in such losses as trawls, shrimp catch, business downtime, and
vassel damage.

Commercial fishery resources may also be affected by the discharge of
drilling muds which may contain material toxic to marine fisnes; however,
this is only at concentrations four or five orders of magnitude higher than
those found more than a few meters from th: discharge point. Further
dilution is extremely rapid in offshore waters.

In conclusion, although these factors impact the commercial fisheries
industries, the level of impact is expectsd i~ he very low.

G. SHIP NAVIGATION

Very litt « interference can ba exprztec . tweew ths drilling unit,
structures and marine vessels utilizeu ¢ 'ring exploratory operations and
ships that use established fairwuys. nrowever, it night and during h
weather, fog, and heavy seas, ships not using established fairways could
collide with the structures.




Approved aids to navigation will be installed on the drilling rig and all
marine vessels servicing these operations in accordance with USCE
regulations.

H.  CULTURAL RESOURCES

The greatest impact to a historic and/or prehistoric cultural resource as a
result of the proposed action would result from a contact between an OCS
offshore activity (drilling rig emplacement) and a historic shipwreck and/or
prehistoric site located on the OCS.

The cultural resource surveys required prior to an operator beginning uil and
gas activities in a lease block are estimated to be 90 percent effective as
identifying possible sites.

While the data collaction ana evaluation for the study conforms to the
requirements of the Minerals Management Service, it is possible that some
cultural resources considered potentially significant and may still remain
undiscovered within the South Marsh Island Block 266 survey area tract.

Should additional analysis of the near-surface sedimentary section in South
Marsh I[sland Block 266 reveal the presence of any previously cultural
archaeological remains, this information will be reported to the Minerals
Management Service Regional Supervisor.

[.  RECREATION AND AESTHETIC VALUES

The drilling rig and marine vesseis may represent an obstacle to some sport
fisherman, but such an effect is expected to be negligible and not permanent.

Even though existing regulations and orders prohibit indiscriminate 1ittering
of the marine environment with trash, offshore oil and gas operations
involving men, machines, equipment, and supplies is bound to result in some
littering of the ocean. Human nature and accidents associated with offshore
operations will contribute some floatable debris to the ocean environment
which will eventually come ashore on major recreational beaches.

The effects that normal operations or a mimor oil spill would have on any
f:sh stocks important to sport fishermen are also considered to be nagligi-
ble.

A minor oil spill and/or non-petroleum floating debris could foul beaches
inshore of the lease area. The fouling of the beaches would be an aesthetic
datriment that could adversely affect recreation. Any effects on beach
recreation could adversely affect tourism, and consequently, the local
economy .




Iv. SUMMARY

The proposed activity will be carried out and completed with the guarantee of
the following items,

A. The best available and safest technologies will be utilized
throughout the project. This includes meeting all applicable
requiremi-ts for equipment types, gemeral project layout, safety
sxstems, and equipment and monitoring systems.

Ail operations are covered by a Minerals Management Service
approved 011 Spill Contingency Plan.

A11 applicable Federal, State, and Local requ‘-ements regarding air
emission and water quality and discharge for the
activities, as well as any other permit conditions, will be
complied with.

The proposed activities described in detail in the Initial Plam of
Exploration will comply with Louisiana’s Coastal Management
and will be conducted in a manmer consistent with such Program.
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COASTAL ZONE MANAGEMENT
CONSISTENCY CERTIFICATION

INITIAL PLAM OF EXPLORATION

Southy Marsh Island Block 266
Lease 0CS-G 9565

The proposed activities described in this Plan comply with Louisiama’s
approved Coastal Zone Managemset Program and will be conducted in a manner
consistent with such Program.

Arrangements have been made with the Norming Advocate - State Times in Batom
Rouge, Louisiana to publish a Tegal netice no late= thap We» 30, 1992.

Additionally, arrangements hava been #ade wilh 70 % ruld tn Venriliow
Parish ta publisk a public nozice of thy prost ties 2o later than
May 30, 1992.
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Lescee or Og.. ¢
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o —_—r—— .Aﬁ.l:
Certifying Officia

May 19, 1992
Date




ZILK M A = -~ T LOMPANY

May 19, 1992

Mor: ing Advecata Stite Times
lagal Ad Departaent- Public No:tice
{28 Lafayetta Strest

Eston Rouge, Louisiana 70904

Jctantion: Vicky Thompson
Gentlemen:

Please publish the fcocllowing as a legal ad no later than May
30, 1l992.

Public Notice of Ffedaral “onsistancy review of a Proposed
Initial Plan of =xploration by the Coastal Management
Section/Louisiana ODepartment of Yatural Resources for the
plan's congiztemcy ith the Louisiana Coastal Rescurces
Progran

Applicant: Zilxka Enarqgy Company
1201 Zoulsiana Streec, Suits 3200
Houston, Texas 77002

Location: South Mar=h Island Slock 266
Lease OCS—G 9565
Offshore, Louisiana

Description: Exploratory activities will include the
drilling of cne (1) wall. Suppert operations
vill ba from an existing onshore base locatad
in Preshwatar City, Louisiana. No ecologically
sansitive speciss or habitats are expected to
be affectad by thasa activities.

A copy of the plan iescribed above is available for inopection
at the Coastal Management Livision Office locatad om the 10th
Mctm:mmmmmm.m
North 4th Street, Saton Rouge, Louisiana. Office hours: 8:00
AM to 5:00 PM, Monday thru Friday. The public is requested to
submit comments to the Louisiana Departasnt of Natural
mmmmm,m:um.
P. 0. Box 44487, Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70804-4487. Comments
mmmmumumumm«-umm
the Coastal Management: Secticn cbtains a copy of the plan and
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of the




ZiLKHA ENERGY COMPANY

May 195, 1982

Kaplan Hezrald

219 Cushing Street
Kaplan, Louisiana 703438
Attantion: Conrad Kaplan
Gantlemen:

n.-;,gubmmcuumuamamnmm-y

Enexrgy Company
1201 Louisiana Straet, Suitas 3200
Houston, Texas 77002

South Marsh Island Block 266
Leasa O0CS-G 9565
Offshore, Louisiana

Exploratory activities will include the
drilling of one (1) wall. Support ocperations
will be from an existing onshore base located
in Freshwater City, Louisiana. No ecologically
sansitive species ‘T habitats are expectad to
ba affected by tha: . activities.

A copy of the plan described above is available for inspection

mummumumummaumm
the Coastal Managemen® Section cbtains a copy of the plan and
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Initial Plan of Exploration
South Marsh Island 3lock 266 (Lease OCS-G 9565)
May 19, 1992
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it is available for public inspection. This public notice is
provided to mset the requirsments of the HOAA Regulations on
Padaral Consistancy with approved Coastal Managemert Programs.

A copy of the published notice and bill should be submittad to
the attantion of the undarsigned:

Mr. Stave Srumner
1201 Louisiana Street, Suits 3200
Houston, Texas 77002

Please direct any questions concarning this request to the
attantion of the undersigned.

Sincaraly,
7 COMPANY
Wz
Operations Manager

SB:CJG
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