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Io my opinion, Approval of Conoco Inc'a Flan of Exploration described ln 
Slte-Speclflc Environmental Aeeeeeaent (SEA) No. N-2388 pursuant to tho 
•pacific mitlgatlon/epecial protective measures outlined therein, doea not 
constitute e major Federal action eigniflcantly affecting the quality of the 
human environaent ln tha sens, of The Netlonel Environaentel Policy Act (NEFA). 
Section 102(2)(c). Ia rendering thia opinion, I have given apeclal coneldere-
tlon to 30 C F I 250.34-4 (coaplience with NEFA). 

w i n . . iiviranmcniii upmti 
Gulf of Mexico OCS Region 

FINDING OF NO SIGMXFIC4N. IMP ACT/ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT DETERMINATION 

"I have coneidered Conoco Inc . 'a propoaed Flan of Exploration ln the 
context of SEA No. N-2388 and find beeed on the analyaia of environmentel 
considerarlone provided therein, no evidence to Indicate thet the propoaed 
action w i l l algnlf lcantly (40 CFR 1508.27) Iapact the quel Ity of tbe human 
environaent." 

Therefore, I determine that an environaental Iapact etateaant v i l l not he 
repared for tbla action. 
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INTRODUCTION 

This Site-Specif 1c Environmental Assessment (SEA) submitted In support of 
on Area*Ids Environmental Assessment (AEA) Is written for exploretion ectlvity 
proposed fer Dostln Dome Blocks 56, 57, end 99. The SEA contains s1te-spec1fIc 
end updated Inforaation for tho proposed act iv i t ies In Blocks 56, 57, and 99 that 
1a not contained In tha AEA. The SEA was prepered using the AEA dated May 1964, 
ent i t led "Aree-Wlde Environmental Assessment for Exploration Activit lea In the 
Northwest Section of the Eastern Planning Area" aa a base document. This base 
document can be obtained through the Public Records Office of the Minerals 
Managements Service (MMS), Oulf of Mexico (GOM) Region. Outer Continental Shelf 
(OCS) Office. Those sections of the AEA thet ere referenced In the SEA ere 
Indicated throughout tho text. 

In compliance with tha National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), thia 
AEA/SEA concept implements tha tiering process outlined 1n 40 CFR 1502.20 which 
encourages agencies to t ie r environaental documents to e11n1r»«te repetitive 
discussions of the seaa Issue. By use of reference to tho AEA, the SEA 
concentrates on the Issues specific to the proposed ection. The SEA conforms to 
the guidelines for preparing onvironaentel assessments 1n coaplience with the 
requirements of 30 CFR 250.34 end NEPA using Information presented In the AEA. 
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I . DESCRIPTION Cf THE PROPOSED ACTION 

A. GENERAL 

Conoco Inc. f i led e P.an . * Exploration (POE)# and Site-Specific 
Environmental Report (SER) on January 26* 1966, for Deatln Done Blocks 56- 57* 
and 99* Leeses XS-G 6406 , 6407, and 6410. An Area Environmental Report tAER) 
previously prepared for a group of blocks In the Dostln Done Aree by Ontli.ontal 
Shelf Associates, Inc. (CSA, 1964) was referenced in Conoco I n c . ' s SER. The eree 
for vhlch the exploration act iv i t ies are planned Is located approximately 41kn 
(25.5 ml) due south of shore of Santa Rosa Island, Florida, and 144.8km (90 ol) 
vest of the shorebase at Panama City, Florida (Figure 1-1) Sn vater depths at the 
proposed veil sites of 58.5m (192 ft) In Block 56, 69.9m (295 ft) 1n Block 57, 
end 62.4* (205 ft) In Block 99 (Figure 111*1). The designated operetor la Conoco 
Inc.(Racal-Oecca Survey, I n c . , 1986c). 

The objective of tho proposed operation 1s to evaluate the hydrocarbon 
potential of Dostln Done Blocks 56, 57, end 99. A Jack-up dri l l ing r ig , such as 
the "Chiles Yucatan" or similar equipment voulu be used to dr i l l up to throe 
exploratory vei ls. The specification for the actual dri l l ing veesel end sefety 
equipment to be used could be submitted along with the application for permit to 
d r i l l . The surface locatlone for the three voile are shown In Figure 1-2. The 
operetor pleas to ccevaence dri l l ing March 1986 with Nell A (Block 56). The 
remaining two veils vould be contingent upon the success of the f i r s t veil 
(Racal-Decca Survey, I n c . , 1936b). This tion Is considered routine for the 
Gulf of Mexico. For edditlonel Information < ncernlng the proposed action, refer 
to Conoro Inc. 's POE. 

B. f ..'MENT AND SUPPORT SYSTEMS 

proposed three v e i l s vould be dri l led vith the Jack-up dri l l ing rig 
"Chi les Yucecan" or similar equipment, depending on the availability of rigs. 
Tne specification for the ectual dril l ing vessel and safety equipment to be u&ed 
vould be submitted along vith the application for permit to d r i l l . During 
d r i l l i n g operations, appropriate requirements of OCS Or No. 2 fer gas 
detecting equlpaant to monitor aud returns end for Blowout Prevention vBOP) 
equipment to maintain ve i l control vould be aat (Racal-Oecca Survey, Inc . , 
1986b). Pollution sp i l l prevention vould be accomplished primarily by compliance 
v i th the design, equipment, ond operation requirements of X S Orders 2, 5, 7, and 
8. Details of the sefety end pollution prevention systeas available on the 
"Chi les Yucatan" are contained 1n Conoco's POE ( Ibid) . 

The onshore support end helicopter bese both located In Panama City, 
F l o r i d a , vould ut i l ise exiating fac i l i t ies . No new construction, dredging, or 
f i l l i n g would be required (Racal-Decca Survey, Inc. , 1986c). Additional 
Information on these f a c i l i t i e s and the propoeed activit ies expected to originete 
from them are Included in Sections I I I .C.3 end IV.C.3 of this SEA. 

C. SCHEDULE Cf ACTIVITIES 

Conoco Inc. proposes to dr i l l three v e i l s . The proposed dri l l ing schedule 
1s 154 deys for each ve i l with the f i rs t vei l (Nell A, Block 56) commencing In 
March 1986. Drilling of the remaining two wells would be contingent upon the 
success of Well A (Racal-Oecca Survey, Inc. , 1966c). 



FICUSE I-L GEOGRAPHIC LOCATION OF D5STIN DOME BLOCKS 56, 57, AND 99 
SOURCE: RACAL-DECCA SURVEY, INC. . 1966c. 
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FIGURE 1-2 PROPOSED LOCATION OT r ^ ^ K r T t l B7PL0RAT0RY WELLS IW DESTIW DPMK BLOCKS 56, i ? , ARD ''9 
SOURCE: RACAL-DECCA SURVEY, M C . , 198V 



D. TRA'-'CRTATION ROUTES 

No nev or unvMkl techno logy would be employed 1n tho Implementation of the 
proposed ecticn (Racal-Oecca Survey* Irc.» 1966c). 

8 . CONTINGENCY K A j 

Pertinent 1 ifom-.(*<«n concerning contln- IKA plans hee been described In 
the AER (CSA. 1964, p. J - 6 ) . An ©11 Spil l ' ^ntlrooncy Plen with Information 

Onshcre fac i l i t ies supporting he rlanned offshore ectlvity Include boat ^ 
end aircra t operations. Throe vessels would operate out of en existing dot« 
f e c i l i t i e e located t l Panama C i t y . F l o r l C a . Conoco I n c . would use one workr, .< 
(aoo* t "10 feet long), one crew boat (about 90 foot long) and one stanoby Bet? 
(eooit 90 lest long) In eupport of the dr i l l ing operation. I t la anticipator 
that the workbret and crow boat eeeh wc- * mama approximately one round tr ip per a. 
day froa the ^ to the rig s i te . Tn. standby boat Is expected to make one 
round trip per aontn to -nd '-om tha rig. Tha route followed by a l l vessels froa — 
tha nocK site to Block* 56. 57. and 99 would cover approximately 145 ka (90 a1). _ 
Once the boats pass the end of the cnannel at the mouth of the bay. veaaela would 
normally take the most direct route, weather and t ra f f ic conditions permitting 
(Racal-Oecca Survey. I n c . . 1966c). 

Commercial a ir l ines and other typos of treneportetlor wo to weed to 
carry drilling personnel froa various locatlone on the Gulf coa* to the "Visas 
C i ty - Bey County Airport. Rig personnel would be transported to the rig I ta 
by tha crew boat. »*• helicopter would be used to transport small supplies, and on 
occasion, personnel to the d r i l l site following the most direct route should 
•eather and traffic condltlone permit. Approxlaetely two helicopter fllcjhta per 
day wou't originate from Pan*-- City - Bey County Airport ( Ibid). _ 

£• PERSONNEL KEQUIREMEN*. _ 

R1g personnel would total 100. Of those, about 50 would be or. tho riq At -
eny H1ven time. There would be two crewa on tho r.g with a 12-hour on t%4 14V 
hour o " schedule. A total of four crews would bo needed and each crow would 
generally work a 7-day s on jnd 7-day s off schedule on a rotaMng baa I t . On _ 
occasion, there night be e Conoco safety special ist , geologist, engineer o dr i l l 
supervisor on the rig depending on th* specific operation (Rm el-Oecca Survey. 
I n c . . 1966c). 

Up to four contract dispatchers would aan the onehore supply base et F mama 
Ci ty on an alternating bas is . These personnel would work 12-hov shif ts of a 7- _ 
days on and /-days off schedule. In addition to the above caployoea tfl the 
onshore bass. Conoco Inc. would contract • local crane service ard ur.sk'- .ed 
labor es r.rcessary. The number of locally hired laborers wou1* probeb' y net 
exceed .* ur or five et a time (Ibid). -

Twelve personnel would be required to operate the tw.itboet. the crow boat 
and the sta.. by boat at eny one tiae during normal c. mrationa. Some deck hands 
say ba hires frns the local labor pool ( Ibid). — 

Four pilots would oporete the helicopter cr ! a dispatcher end three 
mechanics would aan the l i e iei^.lnal on a 7-days on/7-deye-off besls. A total of J 

i ? 8 parsons would ba assigned to the dr i l l ing operation end releted support 
ac t iv l t i ee C i l d ) . 

Us 
P. TECMaXOGY 
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pert nent to . ' 11ng operations in the eester.i Gulf of Mexico hss been prepare 
by Conoco Inc. in accordance e l th OCS Order No. 7. Response to en accidental 
discharge of oil or other hydrocarbona would be In ful l eccorcai.ce with law., and 
regulations (Racal-Oecca Survey, I n c . , 1906c). 

Conoco Inc. Is a member of Clean Gulf Associates (CGA. at S appropriate CGA 
esjlpeasnt has been located at the CGA bases in Venice and Grcim Is le* Louisiana 
and Theodore* Alabama. Certain containment and cleanup resources have alao been 
pieced In Panama City, Florida, for supporting dri l l ing operations Ir the east, -n 
Gulf of Nexiro (Ibid). Response tine frost the in i t ia l sp in rerart to the 
deployment of CGA's Faat Response Unit (FRU) stockpiled In Penes** C c y would be 
12-14 hours If the veesel 1s In port at Panama City and 16-20 hours If the veesel 
la on aite In the Dostln Lome Area. However, Conoco Inc. would procure tart 
e a r l i e s t vessel of opportunity so as to keep the response tine to a alnlewe. 
Response tine fron Louisiana would be expected to be 24-48 hours. The FRU Is a 
self-contained oil rxovory system that can be pieced on the cargo d«ck of an 
offshore supply vesse. and rapidly dispatched to the api l l aft* . I t haa a 
maximum recovery capacity of over 8,500 barrels/12-hoc- work'..g period and a 
storage capacity of 20C barrels which can bo supplemented > eoblltilfH, 
addltlonel CGA tankage, chartered tank barges or veaaela. Dispersants, subject 
to approval of the Federal On-Scene Coordinator and the State of F lor l t" . would 
be used under proper environmental conditions for situations posing a threat to 
F or Ida 's coastal resources or l ikely to Impact the Florida coast. The Ini t ia l 
decision on whether to use dir.pe' t. would be made baaed on weather conditions 
as well aa the size and locale of the spilled o i l . Dlapersants would not be uaed 
neer tho pro; x: ted tins of the Iopect on land or other offehore environs*;*tally 
sensi t ive §f»M (Racal-Decca Survey, Inc. , 1986a). Additional Information la 
contained In tv» site-specif ic o i l sp i l l trajectory end reepenee plan for Dostln 
Dome Blocks 55 . 56 , 57 , 99 end 100 prepared b- Raca -Dacca Survey, Inc. (1986a). 

The Hydrogen Sulfide (H2S) Cont1r.geiv> Plan of Conoco Inc. Includes the 
roqu 1 roments for safe operationa In areaa of "unknown'' potential for H2S release 
In compliance with X S Order No. 2, paragraph 8. The duties, responsibilities 
end training of I'q personnel along with the logs and records of oqulpeent 
cal ibrat ion are out Ined In th is plen (Recal-Ccc** Survey. Inc . , 1986c). 

H. DISCHARGES AND EMISSIONS 

I. General 

Solid snd liquid discharges end gaseous emissions would be generated by 
offshore and onshore act iv i t ies end transportation operations resulting fron the 
proposed plan of operatic'*. At the dr i l l s i tes. Dostln Done Blc . . 56 , 57, and 
99 a l l discharges to the ocean would be under a National Pol M ant Discharge 
El Irf--.ation System (NPDES) permit regulated by the U.S. Env1rora*.iU1 Protection 
Agency <USEPA). The following description on discharges la base" on the dri l l ing 
c f ono exploratory well to a depth of 23.500 foot with e deration cf 154 ays. 
Stould additional wells be d r i l l e d , discharges froa eeeh w».l wcVid essert lel ly 
be Identical to those described for the f i rs t well since a l l wails are SKpecteil 
to bo dri l led to SWai'.ar depth. Conoco Inc. would maintain full compiler** * It.i 
tho NF0E5 Permit durin a l l act iv i t ies In the araa (Racal-Oecca Survey, i n c . , 
iwoov.). 
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2 . S o l i d Wastes 

Solid waste discharges fro* tha rig vould consist of dr i l l cuttings and 
avail amounts of other so l ids . The cutt ing• gersrated both at tho bit and 
through erosion of the borehole va i l s * are bruugnt b the eurfece by the dr i l l ing 
end. F lu id returns are brought to the rig where c c ngs sre separated through 
the uao of solids control equipment ( I .e.* shaU . i.v>ers* centrifuges, e tc ) . 
After separation, the cuttinge are discharged overb <ar< end most of the mud Is 
ratal nod. Cuttings discharge rate* and volumes with respect to dr i l l depth vould 
viry during the duration of tho vol ! depending on hole also* rate of penetration 
ond magnitude of the hole e. --Ion, among other factors. NO cuttings vould be 
dlecherged while dril l ing tho '1.000-23.50C foot Interval since an oil-baaed 
d r i l l i n g eud vould be used. fVSI cuttings discharge vould be In compliance vith 
epprovod NPDES permit. ii.c rete of discharge of cuttings vould be 1*663 gallona 
per day average. The total aaount of discharge for one veil vould bo 6*096 
barrels (1*267 cu yd). This Includes the calculated volume of the hole dri l led 
plus an additional SOS for poeeible washout. Those d r i l l cuttinge once separated 
froa d r i l l i n g aud thet contained oi l vould be treneportod to an approved onahora 
diapoaal aite In either Louisiana or Florida. Locatlone of coaaerciai diapoaal 
altaa 1n Florida ere presented 1n the Appendix I I I of the CER» (Racal-Oecca 
Survey* Inc.* 1966c). 

Other solid wastes would Include combustibles (aud sacks* plastic 
containers, raqes. alscellenaous timber and paper froa the office end galley) and 
metals (caslrg protectors* uaad d r i l l bits, cut d r i l l Una and metal scraps froa 
the machine/.elding shop). The combustibles, » ch average about 100 pounds par 
day* would Le coapacted and/or collected In ae . tresh containers and shipped to 
shore for dl oosal either by lodneratlon i sanitary landf i l l . Some of the 
metal* auch ai casing protectors and used bits* nay ba reused or reworked. The 
remaining me'-/ wastes* about 2000 pounds per vaab* vould be sold ea ecrap 
( I b i d ) . 

3 . Liquid Wastes 

Treatment of liquid veete effuents vould be 1n compliance with the NPDES 
permit. The a. c lasted dally quentvey content end description of tho discharges 
are es follows: 

a . Sanitary Wastes 

The rate of diecherge vvuld be approximately 2*000 gallona per day. 
Hov*v.»r» peek usage of to i le t f ac i l i t i es during early morning hour, and In the 
ev< • ng. would result In an Instantaneous discharge rete of approxlaetely 3*000 
ga 'ens par dey. The total amount of discharge vouid be 306*000 gallona during 
the erf . l ing of one v e i l . Tho coapoaition of the sanitary vestas vould bo human 
body vaataa originated fro, coamodes and urinals of the living quarters. 
Seevetmr vould be supplied to the living quarters for sanitation. This water 
vould bo furnished to toi lets and urinals and vould be treated prior to discharge 
overboard. Wastes tould be treated In a Oanlpure U.S. Coast Guard Typo I I Marine 
Sanitation Device (Racal-Decca Survey. Inc.* 1986c). 

b. Domestic Wastes 

The rate of diecherge wo%.!d be ap- oxlaately 6*000 gallona per dey 
depending on the size of tho r ig crew and tho nuabar of other coapany and service 



personnel onboard. Tho total amount of discharge would bo 924,000 gallons during 
tho d r i l l i n g of ono well. Tho domestic waste water would originate fron sinks, 
showers, washing machines, and tho galley. Food scraps end other solids would be 
separated end not Introduced Into the domestic waste system. Mo f.oetlng solids 
would be discharged (Racal-Oecca Survey, Inc. , 1966c). 

c . Dr i l l ing Fluids 

Dr i l l ing mud Is generally recycled. However, the dri l l ing operation 
generates some native mud and tho excess would be discharged to the sea. This 
diacharge would also Include occasional excess slurry generated while cementing 
ceslng strings. An oil-based d r i l l i ng mud would be used for the Interval 21,000-
23,500 foot, therefore, no mud would be discharged during the dri l l ing of this 
interval (Racal-Decca Survey, I n c . , 1966c). 

Tho rete of discharge would be approximately 55,740 gallons per day 
average. The rate at which d r i l l i ng mud would be discharged would either be 
gradual and continuous or rapid end Intermittent when Jettisoned during a mud 
changeover, e.g. , froa a seawater spud aud to a lightly treated lignosulfonate 
freshwater/seawater aud. Al l mud discharge would be In compliance with an 
approved NPDES perait. The total amount of discharge for one well would be 
approximate! 204,379 barrels ( Ib id ) . 

Tha composition of d r i l l ing auds usad In a particular well prograa 1a 
determined by the condition encountered as the well 1s being dr i l led. The 
i n i t i a l 1.700 feet to the conductor caaing setting depth would be dril led with 
seawater. Periodic slugs of gel would be pumped to faci l i tate hole cleaning. 
From 1.700 feet to 5.000 faat. o freshwater aud would be ussd. I t Is planned 
that a non-dispersed freshwetor mud ayatea would be used froa 5.000-12.000 faat. 
followed by a lignosulfonate freshwetor aud system from 12.000-15.000 feet, and a 
dispersed freshwater aud system froa 15.000-21.000 feet. Dri l l ing aud 
const 1tu tents In the proposed aud system Include barlte. bentonite. 
lignosulfonate (chrome or forrochrome). lignite (untreated or chroma treated), 
sodium hydroxide, sodium bicarbonate, sodium carbonate, and calcium hydroxide 
( Ib id ) . Additional Information on the aud system components 1s contained In the 
operetor*s POE (Racal-Oecca Survey. Inc . . 1966a). From 21.000 to 23.000 feat, a 
weighted mineral oil-baaed mud system would be uaed end no aud discharge would 
occur during this tlaa. When special hole problems occur 1t may be necessary to 
add small quantities of (1) lost circulation materials auch as wood fibers, 
cotton seed hulls, plastic fo i l flakes or flake nice*. (2) dri l l ing detergents*. 
(3) starch; (4) dril l ing surfactants; and (5) shale conditioners such aa aluminum 
lignosulfonate. Effluents would contain no free o i l . floating solids or visible 
foam. Should batches of d r i l l ing fluids containing oi l have to be used (such aa 
Pipe Lax that contains diesel) the contaminated aud would be circulated out of 
tho nolo, caught and contained to prevent diapoaal Into tho ocean. Such batches 
would only be used if permitted by the NPDES Perait end if required to free stuck 
pipes. 011-based aud would bo collected end either transported to commercial 
diapoaal altaa 1n Louieiena or Florida for proper diapoaal or returned to 
supplier for reclamation ( Ib id) . 

d. Other Neter 

(1) Freshwater Maker Blowdown 

For eeeh gallon of potable weter produced, about 40 gallona of blowdown 
would be discharged overboard. The volume of potable weter produced would renge 



up to 14,Sec gallons por day. depending on the number of d i s t i l l a t i o n unite (up 
to 2) In operation, with a blowdown of about 591,840 gallona per day. Tho total 

»t of diacharge vould bo 91* 143*360 gallona during tho dri l l ing of ono v e i l . 
Tho composition would be par t ia l ly concentrated aeawater with an affluent 
temperature of approximately 20 F above ambient. The blowdown would be cooled 
with Incoming seawater (Racal -Oecca Survey* I n c . * 1986c). 

( 2 ) Deck Drains 

( S ) F1re Control System Test Vater 

I 
: 

: 

: 

The rate of diecherge would bo approximately 6*622 gallona per day assuming se­
en average rainfall of 61 inches par yoar In the aroa. The actual discharge rata 
end quantity would be dependent upon the actual rata of rainfal l . Tha total 
amount of diecherge vould ba 1*019*706 gallona during tho drilling of ono wal l . 
Tho composition vould be rain watar end vaeh water with no fro* oi l or grease. 
A l l contaminated deck drains and machinery bilges ara routed through tho oil 
watar separator system on tho r lo* which contains a gravity separator to eee»>rite 
amy o i l from water. The o i l would be routed to a vaste oil tank and subsequently 
t r ans fe r red to shore where I t vould ba sold to a used O i l recycle Operetor. This 
quantity la expected to be about 100 gallons por month. Tho discharge fron tho 
g r a v i t y separator vould not con ta in any free o i l . Drains from clean deck areas 
arm routed directly overboard (Racal-Decca Survey* Inc.* 1966c). 

( 3 ) Non-Contact Cooling Water _ 

Tha rate of diecherge vould ba approximately 1*152*000 gallone por dey. -
Tha total aaount of diecherge vould bo 177*406*000 gallons during tho dr i l l ing of 
ono v a i l . Non-contact aeawater would be ueed to provide cooling for tho main ~ 
englnee* auxiliary engines* propulsion* thrusters* and various refrigeration end 
a i r conditioning unite (Racal-Decca Survey Inc.* 1966c). 

(4) Produced Weter 

The rete of diecherge of produced vater vould be 1*000 barrels por dey. 
Tha total aaount of diecherge of produced vater vould bo approxlaetely 1*000 
b a r r e l s during the d r i l l i n g o f ono v a i l . Produced voter 1a subterranean water, -
o r b r i n e , thet remains a f t e r o i l 1a produced* separated, end processed. This 
vould occur only In the instance that a production teat la conducted on the — 
completion of dril l ing. This tes t vould typically last 24 hours and auch of the 
produced veter vould be vaporized aa the hydrocarbon 1s burned. The produced 
water would contain tracoa of o i l (less than 72 svj/1) and vould ba a brine _ 
solution s1n11er to seawater. Tha oil-water mixture would be processed 1n a 
gravity separator to treat tha produced voter to achieve essentially an o i l free* 
water discharge (Racal-Decca Survey, I n c . * 1966c). 

: 

: 

The rete of diecherge vould be approximately 9*000 gallona por dey. The 
totel amount of diecherge vould bo 1*386,000 gallona during the dri l l ing of one 
w a l l . The firewater system would use non-contact seawater for f i r e prevention. 
TTIe discharge would result froa checking the operation of the system on e dally _ 
b a s i s (Racal-Decca Survey, I n c . 1966c) . 
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4 . Gaseous Wastes 

Exploratory act iv i t ies 1n Deatln Dome Blocks 56* 57* and 99 vould consist 
of dr i l l ing* testing* completion end/or abandonment operationa. Tho distance to 
tho nearest landfall la 41ka (25.S a l ) . Projected a i r emissions froa offshore 
sources and exeaptlon level a are presented In Table X.l except for production 
tooting. Production tenting (ehould hydrocarbon be discovered) vould result In 
tha emissions of 9.86 tons of CO* 0.68 ton of VOC* 0.544 ton of SO , and 
negligible eaounta of NO and particulates assuming e floo of 10*000 barrels of 
o i l par dey end 10M MCFD of ges* vith the combustion products emitted fron a 24-
hour teat. The estimated actual emlaaions for the project aro lose than tha 
exemption levels* thus exempting these act iv i t ies froa further eir quality 
reviews (Federal Register* 45(47)* Friday March 7* 1980) (Racal-Decca Survey* 
I n c . 1986c). 

Onahora emission levels should be minor end temporary during helicopter 
takeoff a and landings, ae va i l ea vhen the work boot end crew boat ere 1n transit 
In tho harbor or at the dock vith generators running ( Ib id) . 

I . STATE CERTIFICATION 

The State of Florlde has an epproved Coastal Zone Manigsaent (CZM) Program; 
therefore, a Certificate of Coastal Zone Consistency Is required for the Stato of 
F lor ida regarding the proposed act iv i t ies. In accordance than* with tha 
requirements outlined in 15 CFR 930* Conoco Inc. submitted their State of Florida 
Coastal Management Consistency Certification and Coneletency A s m amen t to MMS on 
January 28* 1986. The operetor*a POE* SER* and AER were submitted to tho Office 
of tho Governor* State of Florida* and the Federal coordinator for Florida's CZM 
Program in accordance with 30 CFR 250.34. CZM and the State of Florida's 
Comments vero not available prior to tho plan approval date. Refer to Section V. 
Consultation and Coordination. 

J . MEASURES FOR COMPLIANCE 

No special aonltoring programs* over and above those required by X S 
Orders* Not less to Lsssaes and Opera tore (NTL)» and applicable reguletione* aro 
requiied for the propoaad action. Thsss regulations provide for training of 
employees and the design* Installation* operation* and maintenance of equipment 
In a manner vhlch conserves and protects other resources or act iv i t ies . 
Inspections are conducted regularly by MMS personnel to enforce a l l X S Orders 
and Regulations, Noticee to Lessees and Operators, etc. Monitoring programs for 
detection and control of o i l and hazardous waste s p i l l * have bean addressed In 
Section I.G. Action to bo taken by Conoco Inc. to H a l t pollution f a c t s ara 
contained In the POE* SER* and 011 Spill Trajectory and Response r an. Tha 
d1ocherpes froa the dr i l l ing rig would be monitored aa required by the USEPA 
NPDES Permit. The operetor etetee thet full compliance vith the NPDES permit and 
Sola 79 Lease Stipulations Nos. 1; 2; 4; and 6 during a l l dr i l l ing act iv i t ies In 
Blocks 56* 57* and 99 vould bo maintained (Racal-Decca Survey* Inc.* 1966c). 

K. NEARBY PENDING ACTIONS 

Presently In the AEA area there ara several proposed actions* however* 
there aro none within tbe leased late vicinity of Dostln Dome Blocks 56* 57* and 
99. Aaoco Production Coapany haa an approved POE for exploretion eetlvitioe 1n 
Dostln Dome Block 204 (N-2028). (R-1392) ano Chevron hee epprovod PC€»S for 



Dostln Dome Block 422 (M-1975) snd Blocks 116, 158, and 159 (N-2015). Exxon 
Corporation has approved POE's In Dostln Dons Aroa, Block 115 (h-2163), and Block 
284 (N-1768). Sohlo haa an approved POE for Pensacola Area, Block 948 (N-1863). 
Texeco U.S.A. haa an approved POE for Dostln Dome Block 285 (M-2041). Conoco, 
Inc. has en approved POE for Dostln Dona Blocka 375 and 419 (M-2074). Shell 
Offshore Inc. has an approved POE In Deatln Dome Block 160 (N-1626). 
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Table 1-1 

P M . J J L C T e o EMISSIONS F R O M O f F S H O H b S O U K C t S A N D 

E X E M P T I O N LEVELS IN TONS PEW Y E A S . 

Eng ines He l i cop te r 

J2.92 O.U 3*9.0* -.'.2.I9 
CO 11.»J 2.01 91. IS ( * . M 
voc *.» 0.19 l l . * < i t . 0 ' 
TSP 3.71 0.09 lO.et K . M 
SO-. J.J2 0.07 2).5. 

Exemption Levelst 
C O : >*C0 t n ) * / J > 3«00 (2J.J) . 2 » « H 
N O . . V O C , T S P , S O j : 33.3 ( 0 ) . 13.3 (2J .J ) • »*9 
D • d i s t a n c e t o nea res t l a n d f a l l m s t a t u t e m i l e s 

Calculations! 

( I ) A l l o g m e s and boat emiss ions, e t c e p t T S P , a re based or. U . S. 
E n v i r o n m e n t a l P r o t e c t i o n A g e n c , ( I 9 7 7 » , Tab le »-») using e i i t s ten ra tes 
f o r o . M i r e d r e c i p r o c a t i n g c g m e s . Tha TSP ra te i l a p p r o x i m a t e d b> 
assuming t h a t TSP i t equal t o 90% o i V O C , w h i c h is the r a t i o be tween 
T S P / V O C f o r d iese l engines ( U . S. E n v i r o n m e n t a l P r o l e c t i o - Age- t ry , 
1977b, T a b l e 3.3.3-15. 

(a) T o t a l ho r sepower r equ i r emen t f o r d r i l l i n g n based on CO h p - h r / f l 
( U . S. E n v i r o n m e n t a l P r o t e c t i o n A g e n c y , 1977a, Tab.e 4-3) . The 
t o t a l d r i l l f oo tage f o r the 3 w e l l * i t • • t i r r . e t e d a t 72.JC3 f e e t a r d 
the d r i l l i n g d u r a t i o n i t a p p r o i i m a t e l y «b2 i * y i C J * days p»r we! , 
a v e r a g e ) . T h i t i t equ iva len t t o a d r i l l i n g r a t e of 37,2*71 f e c t per 
y e a r . 

(b) H o r s e p o w e r requ i remen t f o r I w o r k b o a t , I crev. boat and I 
S tandby vessel i t e spec ted t a be 2 » , J t 9 , » l ' h p - h r / y r oased on I 
r o u n d t r i p per day f a r the w o r k boa t and c r e w boat respec t i ve .y 
a n d I r o u n d t r i p par mon th f o r the t t e n d b y boa t . Such r c q j i r e m e n t 
ia d e r i v e d as f o l l o w t i 

T i m e r e q u i r e m e n t for I round t r i p : 

J » f j n a u t i c a l m i i e t « h r • I J . * * h r 
n?oT iT iT 

( i ) 210-fOOt Work Boat: 

eleO hp a 0.1 load factor • |).gs hr a 3a? trips 
trip yri~' 

• 11,994,221 h p - h r / y r 

( i i ) 9 0 - f o o t C r e w b o a t : 

900 h p • 0 .1 load f a c t o r i I U U h r « 143 t n p s 

" I r i p year 

• * ,110 ,192 h p - h r / y r 

( i n ) 9 0 - f o o t Standby Boat : 

i«J hp • 0.1 load factor i ||hf « ULffU 
• 1,071,701 h p - h r / y r 

900 hp » 0.1 load factor • I hi . 131 J*\\ 

. 7 J a . l t 3 h p . h r / y r 

900 h r • 0.3 load f a c t o ' > y r . i , 

- I . M , | ) 0 h p - h ' / . r 

l e u n.-r> t l ' M l a l ;o m«k» 2 f l i g i t» 
.• i I e,.*a» at me r i g i i * • 

• » g r ( 9776, T * b l - 3 . 2 . ; . ) 

SOURCE: RACAL-DECCA SURVEY, INC. , 1986c. 
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I I . ALTERNATIVES TO PROPOSED ACTION 

Alternatives to approval of tho proposal as originally submitted aro. 

MjeemsjawnjeJ of tha proposal - Conoco Inc. vould not bo allowed to undertake 
tho proposed Plan of Exploration activit ies In Deatln Done Blocks 56, 57, and 99. 
This alternative could prevent discovery and development of much needed 
hydrocarbon resources and vould roeult In lose of royalty income for the United 
States . Considering th is aspect and the fect that minimal impacts are 
anticipated, this alternative was not deemed necessary. 

A p p r o v a l w i t h a d d i t i o n a l m i t i g a t i o n - I n t h e c o u r s e Of t h i s e v a l u a t i o n 
process, ths fol lov Ing pro tec t ive measures vero Ident i f ied to fur ther mit igate 
t ho environmental Impacts associated v i t h the proposal. 

1 . Due to the p o s s i b i l i t y of the presence of H s gaa, sensors should be 
I n s t a l l e d and operational a t e depth of 1,524m (5,000 f t ) subsea. 

2 . In coaplience vith the loose stlpuletlon regarding control of 
electromagnetic emissions end operations of boot end/or aircraft t re f f lc Into the 
designated military warning area w-155, the operetor aust enter Into an agreement 
with Naval A1r Training Commend, Training Nlng Six, Naval A1r Station, Attention: 
L t . Commander J . J . Guard 1 no, Pensacola, Florida 32508, Telephone: (904 ) 452-2305 
or (904) 452-2735 (Scheduling). 

3 . Although the operator's lease Is not vlthln military warning aree W-
151 tha plen Indicates thet boat and/or aircraft t raf f ic would traverse this 
eraa. The operator has Indicated thet their onehore support boss vould bo Panama 
C i t y . Florida) therefore, 1n order to provide control of electromagnetic 
emlaaions and the operationa of boat end/or a ircraf t traff ic the operetor ehould 
enter Into an agreement v i th Commander, Armament Division, Attention: Howard 
DlBBSlQ/CCN, Eglin AFB, Florida 32542, Telephone (904 ) 882-5556. 

4 . Although the operator's leeee Is not vlthln the Novel Coastal Systems 
Center Araa (NCSC), tha plan Indicates thet boat and/or aircraft t raf f ic vould 
t raverse this area. The operetor hes indicated thet their onshore support boss 
vould be Panama City, F lor ida; therefore. In order to provide control of 
electromagnetic emissions and the oporetlone of boot end/or aircraft traff ic 
entering Into the NCSC area, tho operator should consult with the NCSC Center, 
Coda 30, Attention: Commander Buckley or Mr. C. M. Callhan, Panaaa City, Florida 
32407, Telephone (904) 234-4462. 

In addition to those measures, appropriate X S Orders, regulations, and 
procedures are believed suff icient to prevent aignificant adverse Iapacts. 
Measures vhlch Conoco Inc. proposes to Implement to Ha l t pollution effects ere 
discussed In the plen, SER, end AER. Outer Continental Shelf Orders, Notices to 
Lessees end Operators, and Sale 79 Lease Stipulations Nos. 1> 2| 4| and 6 vero 
Identif ied throughout th is assessment es existing aitlgetlon for potential 
environmental Iapacts associated with the proposed POE. 
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I I I . DESCRIPTION OF THE AFFECTED ENVIRONMENT 

A. PHYSICAL ENVIRONMENT 

1. Environmental Geology and Hazards 

a . General Descript ion of Geology 

Water depth var ia t ions for Deatln Done Blocks 56, 57, and 99 are Indicated 
on F igure I I I - l Bathymetry Map. Greatest depth within the survey eree ClOlm (330 
f t ) 3 occurs within the trough In Block 57. There are two topographic regimes In 
the survey area which Includes Dostln Dome Blocks 55 and 100, separated by an 
apparent f eu l t which trends southwest-northeast fron the northeast quarter of 
Block 99 to the northwest quarter of Block 57. North of the feu l t the seaf loor 
slopes to the southeast fron 31.4 to 55m (103 to 100 feet) a rather uniform 
gradient of approximately 30 feet per mile. South of the aeafloor o f f s e t (the 
190 foot Isobath), the bottom i s more I rregular end cons is ts of local topographic 
highs and lows and a broad depression. The seaf loor 1s espec ia l ly I r reguler 1n 
the south-central portion of Block 99 where loca l topographic highs coincide with 
herd bottom areas a t the deptha of approximately 61-64* (2i ?10 f t ) . A broad 
depression or trough I s located south of the eeefloor scarp a..o extends from the 
southeast comer of Block 56 and across the cent ra l sect ion of Block 57. These 
blocks ere located on the Santa Rosa Arch and 1s along a portion of the northwest 
border of De Soto Canyon. The sediment type 1n the v i c i n i t y of these blocks haa 
been described as sodium send with a seen aand f ract ion of 69.99 percent (Marine 
Technical Serv ices , I n c . , 1905) . 

Additional Information I s Included In t h i s sect ion of the AEA and the 
operator 's hazard study. 

b. Potent ia l Geologic Hazards 

The shallow hazard study over Blocks 56 , 99 , a. d a portion of Block 57 
I n d i c a t e s , that the proposed well locat ions are free of geologic hazards such as 
sediment slump areea, f rac tu res and possible biogenic ges deposits (Racal-Oecca 
Survey, I n c . 1986c). No s i g n i f i c a n t or aa jo r magnetic anomalies i e r e recorded 
during the survsy. Those potent ia l aagnatlc anomalies given In the hazard study 
appsar to be noise sp ikes end not true aagnatlc anomalies. Side seen records 
indicate the presence of I r regu la r or hard bottom areas which Include reef l i k e 
s t r u c t u r e s . Thess areea occur In the southern he l f of Block 99 end along the 
a a j o r seaf loor o f f s e t . Other s ide scan ta rgets Include a possible gas seep at 
Shot Point 416 on L ine 151 and a drag or other low r e l i e f scar that crosses L ines 
155 through 157 In the south-centra l portion of Block 57. The faul ts preaent in 
tha survey aree are of two types 1) those associated with the I r regular and/or 
herd bottom •noaa l l es - Including r e e f - l i k e s t ructures and 2) those away fron 
these feat t ^ (Marine Technical Serv ices . I n c . , 1985). 

2 . Meteorological Condit ions 

Information In the fol lowing sect ions I s Included In the AEA. 

Temperature 

b. Cloudiness and V i s i b i l i t y 
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Wind 

d. Precipitation 

e. Severe Weather 

S. Physical Oceanography 

Information In the f o l loving sections <s included In the AEA 

a. Sea Temperature and Salinity 

b. Currents 

Tides and Sea Stete 

B. BIOLOGICAL ENVIRONMENT 

1 . Coastal Hah 1 ta ts 

Information In this section 1s Included in the AEA. 

2 . Offshore hubltate 

a. Pelagic Environment 

Information In this section «i Included In the AEA. 

b. Benthic Environment 

A potential ehellow geologic hazards survey of the area* conducted by 
Merlne Technical Servlcee Inc. (1965) revealed the presence of several potential 
hard/live bottoms In the survsy eree. The dominant bottom substrate encountered 
In Blocks 56, 57, end 99 during the photodccumentatlon eurvey consisted of aand 
and shell haah. This habitat supported en Inn*r and Middle Shelf Send Bottom 
Assemblage. Commonly observed spsclss of thle assemblage Included the block vlng 
see r:bin, pancake batflsh, sand dollar* thorny seastar. galathled crab* and 
long-fin squid. The survey area appeared to be barren of demersal fishes during 
daylight hours, but after nightfall a diverse population would emerge. Almost no 
benthic macropbytes were sighted; only the red algae Sracl1ar1a nsjsjjjyamjj waa 
noted* and In very sparse distributions. Numerous small (2 to 4 foot In 
diameter), shallow (1 foot deep) depressions 1n ths send* typically f i l led with 
dense colonies of thin calcareous polychaete tubes* were noted. Biological 
assemblages Inhabiting the aeefloor trough m Block 57 are probably Identical to 
tho sand bottom assemblage described above The turbidity of the veter In this 
aroa reduced v is ib i l i ty thereby Uniting the scope of seafloor observations 1n 
this area (John E. Chance and Associates* 1965). 

Ths herd/ l ive bottoa ereee of the eurvey eree supports en Inner end Middle 
Shelf Live Bottoa Assemblage I I . Theae herd bottoa erees support e very 
productive biological assemblage dominated by numerous f i sh species ( I b i d ) . 

The 27*000 foot long hard berk In Blocke 56* 57, end 99 wes the aoet 
diverse and productive l i v e bottoa aree encountered. No hermatypic (reef-
bui lding) corals were sighted, but several smal l , branching colonies of Madrari*. 
aaperula were observed, as ve i l as Cladacnra sp. end the so l i ta ry coral 
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•aracya t hu | sp. These corals were vary eeervVjy d ist r ibuted and thus could not 
bo adequately quantified ( I b i d ) . 

Blot lc zonation of tho bank was apparent. Ono such zone occupies tho vory 
t o p O f t h a bank , v h l c h 1a e s s e n t i a l l y f l a t , a p p r o x i m a t e l y 3 1 t o 4 6 * ( 1 0 0 t o 150 
f t ) wide, and Is covered wi th a very th in veneer of sediment. This plateau-Hke 
eroa supports a dense assemblage of alcyonarlan sea fens, mostly Bmhryca sp. and 
Sc.Israel* sp. Rarely, specimens of the vass sponge I r c l n l a pjBSjSjy were sighted 
but no other taxa. Including f i a h , were observed In abundance 1n th i s aroa. The 
other b l J t l c zone occupies the rugged slopes on both sides of the plateau. The 
numerous creeks and crevices on the bank and the sandy troughs situated between 
tha Jointed blocks ar* densely Inhabited by reef f i sh auch aa ye l lowte l l 
r e o f f l e h , creo • f la t . . Hue angelf lah, apotf ln hogflah, bank b u t t o r f l y f 1sh, and 
roof but ter f ly fVsh. f%t hard substrate here also provides a habitat for several 
sponge species, coeetulld c r lno lda, Rlauaaa ant i l ia rum. and aheraatyplc cora ls . 
I n contrast , only an occasional antlpatharlan and very few alcyonarlan fana wore 
observed here ( Ib id ) . 

The saal l , scattered, herd/live bottoa araaa within Block 99 are inhabited 
by a species assemblage similar to the bank, but do not harbor the density of 
organises that the ban* dose. The majority of these l ive bottoa areaa supported 
such epifauna ss sponges, alcyonarlan fana, and ent1potherlane, but other areas, 
barely emergent from the aaafloor and partially covered with sand, only supported 
such fouling organisers aa hydrolds, bryozoana, and aaall encrusting sponges. 
Fouling organisms covered 30.5 percent of those poorly developed erees* The 
typical l ive bottoa areas In Block 99 ware low rel ief [0.3 <\ to 2 f t ) ] , 
but occasional outcrops of 1 to 2a (4 to 6 f t ) 1n *t scattered 
throughout the area. These areas are acre densely inhabl ? . : . r ? r f 1 i than 
thm plateau of the hard bank, but the fane ere auch . m i l e . :Vt. . over 
a s ign i f i can t l y greater aree ( I b i d ) . 

The smallest and leaet productive l i v e bottoa eree w«. >n. « 'he 
southwestern quadrant of Block 57, south of the seafloor t r ou w . ..: saa 
fans ware present at a low density. The only f i s h species sighted wes e small 
school of verail ion snapper ( I b i d ) . 

Live bottoms are fu r ther discussed 1n Section I I I .B .2 .C . 

c . Sensitive Underwater Feetures 

As discussed In the AEA, Hvo bottoms ereee 1n the eastern GOM heve been 
determined to be Important enough for protect ion by MMS In the f o m of special 
leese st ipulat ions. The shallow geologic hezerds survey conducted over the eras 
Indicated the presence of several potent ial hard/ l ive bottoms, therefore, ee 
requ i red , a photodocumentatlon survey was conducted by John E. Chance 4 
Associates, Inc. (August, 1985). The aoet extensive l ive-bottom eree Is e roof 
s t ruc tu re that extends f roa the northeast quadrant of Block 99, rune diagonally 
through Block 56 and terminates In the northwest quadrant of Block 57. Tho 
present proposed locetion of Well A (Block 57) l i e s 762a (2,500 f t ) southeast of 
a H v o bottoa area associated wi th ree f - l i ke atructuree containing 10.9 percent 
coverage (density of 7.6) of Alcyonarlans (Eplfeuna) and 1,066a (3,500 f t ) 
northweet of the patchy low- re l i e f herd/ l ive bottoa area. The proposed locat ion 
o f Mol l A (Block 56) l i e s 1,127a (3,700 f t ) northwest of a l i v e bottoa eree 
associated with reef - l i ke structures containing 11.0 percent coverage (density of 
5.4) o f Alcyonarlans and 35.6 percent coverege of sponges (Epifauna). The 
propoaad locetion of Well A (Block 99) Hoe 610-701a (2,000-2,300 f t ) west-
northwest of throe seperete patchy low-re l ie f hard/ l ive bottoa erase (John E. 
Chance end Associates, I n c . , 1985). The b l o t l c zonation and common Inhabitants 
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of t h e s e l i ve bottoo t r e s s found 1n the survey eree ere discussed In Section 
I I I . 6 . 2 . b shove. Addltlonel Information on t h i s 1s Included in the SER) Photo-
Documentation Survey by John E . Chance i Associates , I n c . 1985) end Appendix C of 
t h i s SEA. 

3 . Endengered or Threetened Species 

Information In t h i s s e c t i o n I s Included 1n the AEA. 

4 . Breeding Habitats end MTgretlon Routes 

Infonnation in t h i s s e c t i o n I s Included In the AEA. 

5 . Protected Areas of B i o l o g i c a l Concern 

Information in t h i s s e c t i o n I s Included In the AEA. 

C . SOCIOECOHJMIC CONDITIONS AND CONCERNS 

1. Economic and Demographic Conditions 

a . Releted Employment and Unemployment 

Onehore support f a c i l i t i e s for the propossd plan vould be located et Panama 
C i t y * F l o r i d a (Racal-Oecca Survey* I n c . * 1900c). Average employment and 
unemployment data for northwest F lo r ida I s given 1n Section I I I . C . l . a . of tho 
AEA. 

b. Locat ion and S r . - of Holetod Population Centers 

Locetion and s ize of re le ted population and Industry cent* r s In northvest 
F l o r i d a coasta l region I s descr ibed In the AER (CSA, 1964, y. 152) . A lso , 
populat ion growth for the c o a s t a l counties within the surrounding area 1s given 
1n S e c t i o n I l l . C . l . b . , Table 111-10 of the AEA. 

c . Locet ion and Size of Releted Industry Centers 

R e f e r to the AER (CSA, 1984) for a discussion of the location end s i z e of 
r e l e t e d Industry centers . Addit ional Information I s Included 1n t h i s sect ion of 
the AEA. 

2 . Lend Uee 

a . E x i e t i n g Community S e r v i c e s 

Community servlcee In major Industry centers In northvest F lor ida are g'.ven 
In t h e AER (CSA, 1984, p. 152-154) . 

b. E x i a t i n g Transportation Systems and F a c i l i t i e s 

Transportation systems In northwest F l o r l d e , Including highways, r a i l r o a d s , 
a i r p o r t s end ha-bors, ere descr ibed In the AER (CSA, 1984, p. 115-156). 
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c. Supply and/or Existence o f Coastal Resources 

Coastal resources In northwest Florida* Including porta and harbors* have 
boon described 'n the AER (CSA* 1984* p. 156-158). 

3. Onshore Support Fac i l i t i e s 

Conoco Inc. vould uao an existing onahora support base operated by Berold 
Dr i l l ing 1n Panaaa City for the coordination of offahoro activit iaa In Dentin 
Dome Blocka 56. 57, and 99. Exiating dock apace vould be ^ eased froa either 
Berold or the t of Panaaa C i ty . Stc age apace vith an approximate area of 
6*000 aq. f t . vould alao be leased froa the Port of Panaaa City. I t vould ba 
uaad to store miscellaneous materials prior to transportation to the dr i l l ing 
r ig . I t 1a possible thet a temporary structure (e.g.* trai ler) vould bo moved 
Into tho bene tree to servo aa an office end temporary living quarters for 
onshore personnel. Any t r a i l e r s brought In vould be located In Bar1o1d*a 
exist ing lsessd area and hooked to municipal vater end sou age. No nev f a c i l i t i e s 
vould bo required and no nev land acquisition or construction of nev support 
bases I s anticipated as a rssul t of the proposed act ivi t ies In Dostln Done Blocks 
56, 57* end 99. (Racal-Oecca Survey* Inc.* 1986c). Addltlonel Inforaation 1a 
Included 1n this section of tho AEA. 

4. Public Opinion 

The public hearings of Sale 79 were held In Mobile. Alebeaa on October 6* 
1982* whore no one testified* end In Tampa, Florida on October 7, 1982* where 18 
persons testi f ied. A totel of 89 letters were received by the MMS regarding 
Seles 79. Public comments concerning X S ectivit iee off northweet Florida have 
bean described In the AER (CSA* 1984* p. 152 end 155). 

The Stete of Florida's concerns end potentlel issues discussed during the 
public hearing for Sale 79 ware ee followex (e) coeetel rele.vd tourist economy, 
(b) coeetel recreation, (c) ccesserclal fishing end releted coeetel end ...'shore 
ecosystems, (d) endangered end threetened wildlife (aenetees end see turt les)* 
end (e) designated environmentally unique* sensitive, and/or important areas. 
The State of Florida cossvants related to several epeeiflc co .corns: 
environmental studies* oi l ep l l le * end nearshore-onshore Impacts. The State of 
Florida hae requested thet tha Environaentel Studies Prograa be timed to coincide 
• 1th tha occurrence of loess sales 1n ths eastern Gulf of Mexico eo thet 
necessary dete ere available to ask a informed decisions. The Stete end local 
governments expres I particular concern about the possibility thet en oil epi l l 
vould daaaga the sensitive coastal environaent end tourist eeeoeleted industries 
In F lor ida . The Stete eleo express ; concern over tho nearshore end onshore 
Iapacts that aay result froa X S de\at. ,.ient (CSA* 1984). 

5. Nevigetion 

Tne fairway nearest to Blocka 56* 57* and 99 vhlch runs north-south to the 
Florida coastline end transects the western edge of Block 99 Is celled the 
Pensacola Fairway (USDI* NMS* 1964b* Visual No. 11). Cargo and eras boats 
supporting this activity vould u t i l i s e the nearshore portion of the shipping 
fairway leaving froa Peneecole* Florida to Panaaa City* Florida. Addltlonel 
Inforaation Is Included in this section of tte AEA. 
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] 6 . M i l i t a r y Warning/Use A r e a s 

Dostln Dome Blocks 56, 57, and 99 ara located vlthln Military Warning Araa 
No. W-155 (USOI, MMS, 1964b, Visual No. 11). Therefore, In accordance vith Laaaa 
Stipulation No. 4, regarding control of electromagnetic emissions end operations 
of boat end/or aircraft t ra f f ic Into the designated military varnlng area(a) N -
155 tha operator aust enter Into en agreement vith Naval A1r Training Command, 
Training Nlng Six, Naval Air Station, Pensacola, Florida. Although the 
operator's lease Is not located vlthln Military Naming Area W-151, the plan 
indicates that boat and/or a ircraf t t raf f ic vould traverse this aree. Therefore, 
prior to plan approval the operator should consult vith the Commander, Armament 
Div is ion, Eglin Air Force Bess, Florida. In addition, although the operator's 
laaaa la not located vlthln the Naval Coastal Systems Csntsr Arsa (NCSC), the 
plan Indicates that boat and/or aircraft t raf f ic vould also traverse thia area. 
Tha NCSC conducts testing between April and October vith peak operating months 
during the summer. During this period, oil companies may be requested to stand 

- down froa activity for 5- to 10-day periods (to a maximum of 15 deya)* aa 
determined by t.ie NCSC testing schedule. Companies vould be able to operate 
essential ly unrestricted during the November to March timeframe. Prior to plan 

_ approval, the operator should also consult vith the Naval Coastal Systems Center. 
Additional Information Is Included 1n this section of the AEA. 

7. Cx-nerclal Fishing 

_ Information In vhis section 1s Included In t.ie AEA. 

: 

: 

: 

B. Recreation 

Information In this section Is Included In the AEA. 

9. Cultural Resources 

B l o c s 56, 57, and 99 l i e outside of both the Prehistoric and Historic 
Cultural Resources High Probability Lines. Thsss lines ere reflection of "high 
probebility" Halts based on a zonation aap developed as a synthesis of ths known 
archaeological record for the entire Gulf Coast; en Interpretation of possible 
prehistoric settlement patterns based on the geomorphology of the Outer 
Continental Shelf, and data In the occurrence of known historic shipwrecks In ths 
northern Gull of Mexico from 1500 A.D. through 1945 A.D. (CEI, 1977). Baaed on 
the study by Coastal Envlronuonts. Inc . , a Cultural Reaource Survey for the 
proposed ection Is not required ( Ib id . ) . Table 111-18 of the Final Environmental 
Impact Statement 'FEIS) for Loose Sales 94, 96, and 102 Indicates that no 
histor ic shipwrecks ars known within or adjacent to Blocks 56, 57, and 99. No 
evidence of known culturel resources exist within or edjscent to these blocks. 
Conoco Inc. would coaply vith Stipulation No. 1 governing the discovery of s i tes, 
structures and objects of historical or archaeological significance during 
oporetlone In theee loosed blocks (Racal-Oecca Survey, Inc . , 1966c). Additional 
Informetlon Is Included in this section of the AEA. 

10. Neter Quality and Supply 

Information 1n this eectlon 1s Includsd In ths AEA. 
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11. Air Quality 

Onahora - Tha onshore area affected by t h i s o p e r a t ' c . Includes a support 
termina l t t Panama C i t y , F l o r i d a 1n Bay County* F l o r i d a . Bay County I s Included 
1n a i r qual i ty control region Number 5. The area 1a a C l a s s I attainment aree. 
Because the supply base 1a an establ ished beae under use* no s i g n i f i c a n t 
d i f f e r e n c e s are expected In the concentration of pol lutants due to storage or 
t r a n s f e r of fue l . Addlt lonel Information 1a Included In t h i s section of the AEA. 

Offehore - Operationa would be conducted on the X S 41kn (2S.5 n l ) fron the 
n e a r e s t onshore tree located 1n Santa Rosa County* F l o r i d a . Ths a i r qual i ty of 
tho offahoro area I s considered better then the notional standards for a l l a i r 
p o l l u t a n t s ; however* due to the lock of data the eree I s u n c l a s s i f i e d . 

12 . Other Commercial Uses 

Information In t h i s s s c t i o n 1s Included In tho AEA. 

1 3 . Other Mineral Uses 

Information In t h i s sec t ion 1s Included In the AEA. 

14 . Pipel ines and Cables 

Since the propoaed operations are exploretory* t'»sre would be no pipel inee 
constructed as a resu l t o f t h i s a c t i v i t y . Addit ional '.-To.nation I s Includsd In 
• h i e eectlon of the AEA. 

15 . Ocean Dumping 

Information in t h i a eect lon 1s Included In t h * SEA. 
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IV. ENVIRONMENTAL CONSEQUENCES 

A. OIL SPILLS 

1. 011 Spill Accidents 

A complete discussion of tho causes of both major and miner o i l sp i l ls 
resulting fron exploration activity In the Gulf of Mexico 1s Included 1n Section 
IV .A . l of the AEA. 

2 . Vulnerability of Coastal Land Segments to 011 Spi l ls 

A summary of the trajectory analysis (for 10 days) simulated aa a part of 
tha 011 Spill Risk Analysis la presented In Teble IV.4 of the AEA. Refer to 
Section IV.A.2 of the AEA for background Inforaation concerning thess 
hypothetical oil spi l l t ra jector ies. 

Dsstln Done Blocks 56 * 57, and 99 fe l la within the oi l spi l l ores 65* (see 
Figure iv- l of the AEA). Iapacte froa en oi l api l l occurring In this oi l spi l l 
araa would be felt 1n the coastal land segments extending froa Hancock, Harrison, 
end Jackson Counties 1n Mississippi, to Escambia A Santa Rosa Countiee in 
Flor ida. Coastal land segaent 23 (Baldwin County, Florida) would be the aoet 
vulnerable with e 20S chance thet en oil epi l l occurring In oi l spi l l eree 65 
would contact this eree within 10 days. The percent chance that an o i l api l l 
occurring In oil api l l araa 65 would contact Hancock, Harrison, and Jeckson 
County, Mississippi In th is same time spen 1s IS) Mobile County, Alebeaa - 9S, 
Baldwin County, Florida 20%; end Escambia and Sente Rosa County, Florida - US 
(USDI, MMS, 1964a). Refer to Section I v.6.3.d of the Final Regional Iapact 
Statement (USDI, MMS, 1963) for a discussion of the factors e f fec t ing the 
s e v e r i t y of en oi l s p i l l . 

The prospect of there being en oi l epi l l le guarded egelnet through 
ut i l izat ion of state-of-art dr i l l ing end blowout prevention equlpaant end through 
the uee of best possible dr i l l ing proctIces by thoroughly trained personnel. 
Those safeguards would be reinforced oy operstlons curtellaent programs enforced 
whenever sea state anO weethor condltlone require. In the «• (expected event then 
an accidental oil sp i l l should occur, Conoco Inc. would conduct an emergency 
response to contain and cleenup the spilled o i l . General reaource noblHietlon 
end response plans ere outlined 1n Conoco I n c . ' s approved 011 Spi l l . »nx1ngency 
Plan for the Gulf of Mexico, elong with Conoco Inc. Reeponee Plan 'Racal-Oecca 
Survey, Inc. , 1966a). 

In summary, the risk due to ths proposed ectlvity eppaers s a a l l . Mort 
s p i l l a would be naturally dispersed within 60 daya. In addition, aoet epll le 
would be subjected to contelrwaent end cleenup efforts. The operetor 1s e member 
of CGA which hes s p i l l containment and cleaning equipment s t r a t e g i c a l l y located 
elong the Gulf Coast (Racal-Decca Survey, Inc . , 1966c). Details of Conoco'a Inc. 
a le r t , reporting, end cleenup procedures ere contained In the POE, SER, end 011 
S p i l l Trajectory Anelyele end Reeponee Plen. In addition, MMS conducts reviews 
of tho various applications for coaplience with OCS Orders, notices to Lessees, 
e * c , to Insure eafs dr i l l ing operetione. A description of the BOP equipment end 
diverter system 1s contained 1n the SER. 

3 . Effects of 011 Sp i l l s on ths Environaent 

Refer to Section IV.A.3. of the AEA for discussions to oil sp i l l lapecte to 
coastal habitats, benthic communities, endangered or threetened speclee, other 
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w i l d l i f e Including Migratory waterfowl, commercial f i sh ing* recreat ion/ tour ism, 
cul tural resources, water quality* ana air quality. 

Duo to distance from shore 41km (25.5 Sll) and the water depth approximately 
58.5 to 89.9e (192 to 295 foot) at the well s i tes , existing measures, 
regulations, and cleanup procedures outlined In Section IV.A.2, should be 
suf f ic ien t to effectively mitigate eny potentlel oi l api l l impact on the 
environment to an Insignificant level . 

B. ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS OF THE PROPOSED ACTIVITY 

1. Impacts Concerning Geology 

Zn order to Identify potential geological hazarda* the available geological 
end geophysical data for Dostln Dome Blocks 56* 57* and 99 waa reviewed by the 
Metairie District staff which resultsd In a recommendation of approval (Appendix 
• ) . Duo to the possibility of the presence of H S ges* the Metairie District 
Superv isor recommended that H.S sensors bs operational when d r i l l i n g e t a depth 
of 1,524m (5*000 ft) subauVfacs. Posslbls fault cute ere indicated et 
approximately 266m (873 ft ) end 1,139m (3*703 ft ) subsurface for Well A (Block 
56) end 236m (775 ft) subsurface for Well A (Block 99) (Appendix B* Hazards 
Review). Although Well A 1n Block 57 1e located on the north well of a sea 
trough* no problems ere anticipated by the Metairie Distr ict Supervisor during 
tho dr i l l ing of this wel l . Al l of the propossd wsll locations avoid the erees of 
irregular and/or herd bottom - Including reef-11ke structures or arose of high 
re f lec t iv i ty (Merlne Technical Servlcee Inc.* 1985). Compliance with NTL 83-3 
would be maintained throughout the dril l ing oporetlone by Conoco Inc. (Racal-
Decca Survey* Inc.* 1986c). 

2. Impacta Concerning Meteorology 

Nitigetion to be token by Conoco Inc.during hurricanes, le dlecueeed In 
Section IV.B.3 of this SEA. In conditions of high winds end reduced v is ib i l i ty 
duo to fog or rain* helicopter t raf f ic end/or boot t ref f lc between the rig end 
shorebase would be temporarily suspended (CSA* 1984). 

Interferences due to weather condltlone aro expected to be short-term and 
In f requent , producing only en Ins ign i f icant e f f e c t on the movement of suppl ies 
snd personnel to end fron the fec i l i t iee . The effect on offahoro operations 
should bo minimal. Additional Information Is Included In this eectlon of the 
AEA. 

3 . Impecte Concerning Phyeical Oceanography 

Oceanographlc condltlone which could adversely effect the operation heve 
boon taken Into consideration during the planning and designing of the proposed 
act ion. However* although dr i l l ing r1ga era designed to operate In rough sea 
conditions* preceutlone would be token by Conoco Inc. 1f e hurricane approached 
Blocka 56* 57* and 99. Act iv i t ies would be halted, protective aeasuras taken* 
end fac i l i t i es secured. No significant lapecte from normal physical 
oc monographic condltlone would be expected during the implementation of this 
exploretion plan. 
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4. Impacts on tha Biological Environment 

Due to Blocks 56, 57, end 99's distance fron ahore, 41km (25.5 n l ) , and the 
uao of an established onshore support base requiring no nev construction, 
dredging, or f i l l ing, Iapacts other then those froa oi l sp i l ls on the area's 
biologleel environaent vould be Inaignlf Icent. Further site-specif 1c discussion 
of potential Iapects to the benthos and sensitive underveter feeturea ara 
included under their respective headings. Refer to Section IV.A of thle SEA end 
tho corresponding ssction of ths AEA for a discussion of oil sp i l l lapscts to the 
biologicsl environaent. 

a . Iapects on Coastal Habitat a 

Additional Inforaation Is Included In this ssrtlon of the AEA. 

b. Iapects on Offshore Hsbitsts 

(1) Iapects on the Pelagic Environaent 

Additional Inforaation Is Included In this section of the AEA. 

(2) Iapects on tho Benthic Environaent 

Tha iapects to the benthic environaent ere generel ly discussed in Section 
IV.B.4.0.2 end 3 of the AEA. No further Iapacts resulting froa the proposed 
ac t iv i ty ere expected except those vhlch aey reeult to the live bottoa patches, 
lapacta to the live bottoa of Blocks 56, 57, and 99 ere dlecueeed In tha Iapacts 
to Sensitive Underveter Feetures, Ssction IV.B.4.b.3 of this SEA. 

(3) Iapects on Sensitive Underveter Feetures 

Live bottoa erees heve been determined by ths MMS to bs worthy of 
protsction by lsess stipulation. Conoco Inc. hes complied vith ths stipulation 
vhlch requires identification of possible l ive bottoa erees froa geophysical data 
end further requires photodocumentatlon of the substrate around the proposed 
d r i l l s i tes out to 1,620a (5*970 f t ) . Ths results of ths survsy ars 1n Sections 
I I I . B . 2 . 6 end c. 

Tha National Research Council (1963) concluded that effects on the benthos 
aro Halted to toxicity end smothering. Toxicity effects froa tha proposed 
oporetlone 1n Blocks 56 * 57, end 99 ere not expected to be slgnlflcent since 
toxic auds ere reguleted end since the auds ere greatly diluted et the release of 
tha affluent. Therefore, the primary concern Is 1n regerd to smothering. The 
severi ty of lapecte froa another 1 ng resulting froa tha deposition of effluent on 
bonthlc organises 1s determined by the extent the organisms are exposed to 
natural sediment flux. The Netlonel Research Council concluded thet dr i l l ing 
discharge deposition 1s Halted to vlthln 1,000a (3*281 ft ) of the d r i l l s i te 
(National Research Council, 1983). Tvo of tho propossd vail locatlone fe l l 
v l th ln 1,000a (3*281 ft) of e l ive bottoa patch. Although Nell A in Block 57 1e 
located vlthln 600a (2,500 f t ) southeast from a l ive bottoa area. I t 1a fa i t that 
t h i s distance 1s sufficient to preclude lapacta due to smothering. The original 
v a i l locetion for Nell A in Block 57 ves moved et U.S. Fish end wi ldl i fe 's 
request to the present locetion (U.S. Fish end Wildlife comments. Appendix C ) . 
Tha propoeed locetion of Noll A In Block 99 Hes 610-701a (2.000-2,300 f t ) vest-
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northwest of hard/live bottoa areas; however, thooe erees ere coneidered patchy 
with low-relief. 

Since the propossd well altos aro located a sufficient distance froa tho 
hard bottoa/live bottoa araaa discussed in Section XII.B.2.(b end c) of tho SEA 
and tha propoeed exploretion act ivi ty H short-tor* (154 days/well), Iapacts to 
aay l i v e bottoms which may occur In the block aro not expected to ba eignif leant. 
Should longer tare production act iv i t ies ba planned In the future* these lapacta 
would bo reaeoeoeod. Due to these factors* additional mitigative measures for 
tha protection of the l ive bottoa In Blocka 56* 57* and 99 from tho propoaad 
ac t iv i ty ara not warranted. Tho U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and National 
her Inn Fisheries Service have rev laved the proposal and do not recoamend further 
protection asasures (Appendix C ) . 

c . Impects on Endange-ed or Threatened Species 

Additional Information U - id In this section of the AEA. 

d. Impects on Breeding Habitat- >o Migration Routes 

Addltlonel Information I s Includsd In thle section of the AEA. 

e. Impacts on Protected Areas of Biologleel Concern 

Additional Informetlon le Included In this ssction of ths AEA. 

C. IMPACTS ON SOCIOETXNOMIC CONDITIONS AND CONCERNS 

1. Impacts to Economic and Demographic Condltlone 

a. Impact' on Local Employment 

Most of the employees required for this exploretion activity would be 
an sported by Conoco Inc. from another aroa of tho Gulf. In addition to the 
ar contract dispatchers which would o&n the onshore supply base* Conoco Inc. 
Id contract a local crane service and unskilled labor es necessary. Tha 
>er of locally-hired laborers vould probably not exceed four or f ive at any 
time. Some deck hands oay also bo hired from tho local labor pool (Racal-

Decca Survey* Inc. 1966c). Duo to tho lov numbar of persona utilized In the 
d r i l l i n g and releted eupport act iv i t ies that vould ba hired locally* lapacta on 
local employment would bo Insignificant. Additional Information 1a Included In 
t h i s section of the AEA. 

b. Impecte on Local Population and lnduetry Centers 

At tho and of their respective tours of duty* the four contract dispatchers 
would return to their place of residence. While on location* those employees 
would bo In teaporary quarters either at tha onshore base or In a local aotel. 
Vassal crave* Including any transient personnel* would not requ're local housing* 
as they would Hvo on tho vessel a and would return to their residences aeon 
completion of each tour of duty. Tha pilots* dispatchers* and aechanlcs would ba 
how aad In a local aotel by tha contract operator while on duty and vould return 
to the i r residences during their days off. normally* most of tho employees would 
return to their homes In Louisiana* Texas* or other states whan their tour of 
aeslgrvsent 1a completed. Some* however* may remain In the local eras during 
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t h e i r off-duty periods. No new famines are expected to wove Into the v i c i n i t y 
o f tho ahore base aree located i.i Panama C i t y * F l o r i d a (Racal-Decca Survey* I n c . 
1 9 6 6 c ) . 

Because most of the personnel are expected to return to the i r homes during 
o f f - d u t y sh i f ts * no s l g n l f l c e n t e f fec ts to population centers end industry are 
expected to r s s u l t from tho exploration a c t i v i t i e s . Expenditures for port 
requirements* ( . . p i l e s * f u e l * end u t i l i t y needs could contribute funds to the 
economy of the Panama C i t y * F lor ida* araa ( I b i d ) . Expansion of ex is t ing 
f a c i l i t i e s to support tho o f fshore and onshore e c t i v i t i e e l a not expected because 
t h e r e would be l i t t l e Incent ive on the pert of Industry to es tab l ish extensive 
f a c i l i t i e s prior to the proven existence of commercial a<ua»t.1t<ss of hydrocerbone 
(Herbert and Lampl. 1963) . 

2 . Iapects on Land Uss 

a . lapscts of Increased Demands on Community Serv ices 

Increased demands on community serv ice would bs I n s i g n i f i c a n t . No new 
f a m i l i e s ere moving Into tha eree end tho occasional demands of t ransient 
employees per d r i l l i n g operation on local se rv ices would be lne lgnl f Icent (Racal -
Decca Survey* Inc . * 1966c) . 

b. Iapects of Increased Boat and M r T r e f f l c 

employees would be treneportod froa the a i rpor t d i r e c t l y to the d r i l l s i t e 
by hel icopter . He l icopters would also bs need to transport specia l ty personnsl 
auch as casing crews* engineers* e t c . * end smell supp l i es . The approxlaetely two 
round- t r ip f l ights per dey es a resu l t of the proposed operations 1n Blocks 56* 
57* and 99 would be l n e l g n l f leant compered to the totel nuaber of f l i g h t s 
normally serving the o r e s . The work boat end crew boat serv ic ing these 
a c t i v i t i e s would follow the most d i rect route to the d r i l l s i t e . When In port 
t h e s s vessels would berth e t ressrved space. Ths eddit lonel vessel t r e f f l c (one 
round-tr lp/dey) supporting the propossd s c t l v l t l s s would not s i g n i f i c a n t l y a f fec t 
s x l s ' l n g vessel t r a f f i c or eve l leb le dock space (Racal-Decca Survey* I n c . * 
1 9 6 6 c ) . 

c . Iapacts of Competition for Scarce Coastal Resources end Deaands for Goods 
and Serv ices 

Conoco Inc . would use an onshore support bese located at Panama C i ty * 
F l o r i d a * for a c t i v i t i e s 1n De- in Dome Arse Blocka 56* 57* and 99. Thsss 
f a c i l i t i e s woo id c o n s i s t o f cosvaorcla! ly e v e l l e b l e public or pr ivate dockage. No 
now lend areas ere expectod to be occupied end no increased demands on exiet ing 
dock space would be a n t i c i p a t e d . Competition for coastal resources would be 
I n s i g n i f i c a n t In northwest F l o r i d a (Racal-Decca Survey* I n c . * 1966c). 

( 1 ) Supplies end Equlpmeit 

Signif icant amounts ol commodities to be purchased would Include mster le ls 
s p e c i a l i z e d for well d r i l l i n g * e l e c t r i c i t y * end grocer ies . Major euppliee and 
equipment needed for the propossd d r i l l i n g s c t l v l t l s s psr wsl l 1n Dostln Dome 
Araa Blocks 56* 57* end 99 Include pipes for l i n i n g tho hole (35*000 feet ) * 
cement for se-urlng ths pipes (12*000 sacks) and sacked d r i l l i n g aud components 
(Racal-Oecca Survey* I n c . * 1966c) . 
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(2) Water 

4. Impacts of Public Opinion 

No significant public opposition to tho planned operation haa surfaced to 
data. 

Tha vendors and contractors who would provide theee materials heve not e l l 
boon determined, but 1t la expected that the majority would be located away fron 
tho general vicinity of the shorebase. Speciallied services and materials would _ 
only be used during exploratory operationa. Many would be Impo ted especially 
for the operationa or exist 1n the aroa only for servicing exploratory -
operationa. Their use would not affect coaaunlty demands for goods and services 
( Ib id) . Demands on typical local services and materials would be periodic and 
relatively small. These demands would not be expected to affect supplies In the 
area of th" onshore boss significantly. I 

D 
Approximately 15.000 gal/day of freshwater would be required during the 

propossd sct lv l t lss 1n Blocka 56. 57. and 99. Al l freshwater required for tho 
dr i l l ing rig would be supplied by the water-maker on the r ig . The freshwater -
demand onshore would be vory small during ths propoaed act iv i t ies. Therefore* 
tho percent increase In onshore use would not have a aignificant effect on tho 
water supply in ths Panama City. Florida* aroa (Racal-Decca Survey* Inc.* 1966c). c 

: 

: 

: . 

(3) Aggregate Energy 

Approximatriy 176*000 gallona of diesel and 6*000 gallona of Jet fuel would 
bo purchased each month from local distributors. Present supplies in ths araa 
ara adequate to handle the demand. The only una of electricity anticipated le 
that for office space. The rate of consumpt.jn should not exceed 6*000kw par 
month. The Iapact on local euppliee froa this use would bo negligible (Racal-
Decca Survey* Inc.* 1986c). 

(4) Other Resources 

Othsr services end aeteriele thet aay ba needed to eupport offehore 
exploretory dri l l ing ere l isted In Table 112-12 of the AEA. Additional details 
of ths typos of vendors/contractors and specific dwmendo for goods end s s r v i as 
which could bs rsqulrsd to conduct tho planned act ivi t lea are dlecueeed in the 
AER (CSA* 1964). Short-torn demands fot auch specialized services end aeteriele 
ehould not effect local euppliee sign 1fIcently. 

3 . Iapects froa Construction of Onshore Support Feci l i t iee 

Helicopter operations wouV originate from the Panaaa C1ty-6ay County 
Airport. The onshore f.uppor* rev 11 Ity for manne operations woo id bo et an 
existing site 1n Panama ci ty* f oMda. Refer to Section I I I .C.3 of thle SEA for 
e description of those f a c i l i t i e s . The jpply -ermine1 and helicopter beee* both 
1n the Panama City locale, wu lid u t i l i se existing fec i l i t iee . No new 
construction, dredging* or f i l l ing -ould be Involved (Racal-Decca Survey* Inc.* 
1966c). 

: 
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5 . Iapacts on Navigation 

Exploratory act iv i t iaa 1n Blocks 56, 57, and 99 should have an 
Insignificant effect on shipping although a portion of a aajor ahipplng lane 
(Panaacola Fairway) Has «1th1n Block 99 (USDI* NMS* 1984b* Visual No. 11). Tha 
propossd sell location 1n Block 99 I lea outeldo of the shipping fairway aa 
required per MMS. Merino t ra f f ic In eupport of tho proposed activit lea Is not 
s1gn1f1cent1y effect shipping sc t lv l t l ss in tho Panaaa City* Florida* araa* 1n 
part* because of the established port fac l l i t i ea already In existence end tha 
temporary nature of the propossd s c t l v l t l s s . Tha lapacta of the dr i l l ing rig on 
aarine transportation (f ishing and pleasure boating) could bo both adverse and 
beneficial, because stationary structures could represent obstacles to 
navigation* but they eleo could serve aa navigational aide. Tha operator la 
required to coaply with U.S. Coast Guard regulations related to ths safety of 
personnel and the display of proscribed navigational lights end signals for tho 
safety of navigation. Conoco Inc. la alao required to obtain para its froa tho 
U.S. A ray Corps of Engineers to prevent obstructions to navigation. Additional 
Inforaation 1s Includsd In th is section of tho AC A. 

6 . Impacts Concerning Military Uee 

In coaplience vith tha leeee stipulation regarding control of 
electromagnetic enlaalona and operations of boat and/or aircraft t raf f ic Into the 
designated mill tary wernlng araa w-155. tha operator auet enter Into an egreeaent 
with Naval A1r Training C ooa snd* Training Nlng Six* Naval A1r Station* 
Attentions Lt. Commander J . J . Guard 1no, Pensacola* Florida 32508, Telephonet 
(904) 452-2305 or (904 ) 452-2735 (Scheduling). Although tba operator's lease 1s 
not within military wernlng aree W-151 tha plan indicates thet boat end/or 
a i rc ra f t traffic would traverse this area. The operator haa Indicated thet their 
onshore support bees would bo In Panaae City* Florida; therefore* In order to 
provide control of electroaagnetlc ealeeione and tha oporetlone of boot end/or 
a i rc ra f t traffic* the operetor ehould enter Into an egreeaent with Cceaender, 
Arasaent Division* Attentioni Howard Dlnmlg/CCH, Eglin AFB* Florida 32542* 
Telephone (904) 882-5558. In addition, el though tho operator's lease Is not 
within the NCSC* the plan indicates thet boot and/or aircraft t raf f ic would 
travarea this area. Therefore, 1n order to provide control of electroaagnetlc 
amissions and the oporetlone of boot and/or a i rcraf t t raf f ic entering Into tha 
NCSC erne* the operetor should consult with ths NCSC Csntsr* Coda 30* Attention: 
Coaaender Buckley or Mr. C. M. Caliban* Panaae City* Florida 32407, Telephone! 
(904) 234-4482. Conducting the exploratory oporetlone 1n accordance with 
exieting Stlpuletlon No. 4 and tho mitigation regarding activity In tha NCSC araa 
1a expected to reduce potentlel lapacta to a minimal level . 

7 Impacts on Coaaerciel Fishing 

Direct effecte of exploratory operetione on commercial fiehing In Blocka 
§6* 57, -nd 99 would bo tho reaovel of e Halted araa of aaafloor froa use and 
tho temporary dogredetion of water quality at the immediate araa of each dr i l l 
a l t o . Although soma commercial fishing would bo l ikely to occur within tbe 
v ic in i ty of Blocke 58* 57* and 99* no significant conf l ict of uss 1s expected to 
develop 1n the eree of tho propoaed action due to tho distance from shorn* 41ka 
(25.5 a1). Refer to Section IV.A of this SEA end tbo corresponding section of 
tho AEA for e diecueeion of o i l epi l l lapecte to commercial f ishing. Addltlonel 
Inforaation Is Included 1n th is section of tha AEA. 
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6. Impacts OP Peer ••tlon/Tour 1m 

Ooo to tho d1st«nce offshors C41km (25.S a1)3 and too teaporery nature of 
tho proposed ectivitiee, Iapects to tho •o»thot1c» and recreetlonel raoourcoa of 
tho coaatal aroa vould bo Inaignlf leant. Rotor to Section IV.A of this SEA and 
tho correeponding eectlon of tbo AEA for a diecueeion of oi l epill lnpecte to 
roc root 1on7tov Men. Additional information la Included 1n tb1e eectlon of tho 
AEA. 

9 . lopecte on Cultural Rooovrcot 

No evldaocee of known or potentlel culturel reeourcee exist In 91 oca a 56* 
57, and 99 (USOI, NW, 1994b, Visual No. 11). Therefore, no Iapacts to off shore 
cultural reeourcee era expected. The operetor etetee that existing an ehore 
eupport facl l i t iea would bo ut l l izedi therefore, no Iapacts to or shore cultural 
reoourcos aro anticipated. Stipulation No. 1 of Laaaa Sola 79 provides further 
safeguards for the protection of p-esently known cultural resource*. Tha 
oporotor 1e required to report, upon discovery of any alta* etrueture or object 
of hlatorlcal or archaeological aignificant* to tha Regional Director* NMS and 
Bake ovary reasonable effort to preserve and protect that cultural reoourco. 
Additional Inforaation is Included 1n the AEA. 

10. Iapects on Hater Quel 1ty 

According to Conoco I n c . ' s SEN* tha total oeount of dri l l ing cuttings that 
would bo discharged por va i l during tha exploretion activity le est lasted at 
6*096 bbls. Drilling aad diechergee tould total 204,979 bbls for each vai l 
(Racal-Oecca Survey, I n c . , 1966c). 

Iapleaentstlon of tha proposed activity would alter the weter quality by 
resusponsion of bottoa sediaents during placaaent of tha dri l l ing rig and the 
diecherge of dri l l cuttings and auds end other liquid vaataa. Rig Installation 
has tho potential to disperse pollutants entrapped in tne bottoa sediaents into 
tho watar coluan and create a trubldlty pi uae. These activit ies would bo of 
short duration and any pollutants vould ba rapidly dispersed over tha blocks 
under coneIderstIon. At aoet dspths yplcol of the continental shelf tha 
aa jor l ty of dlecherged f luids and cuttings ara In i t ia l ly deposited on tho seabed 
v l th ln 1*0000 (3.281 ft ) of tha point of discharge. This notarial aay persist as 
I n i t i a l l y deposited or aay undergo rapid or prolonged dispersion, depending on 
tho energy of the bottoa boundary layer (National Research Council* 1969). 

Because voter quel Ity 1s expected to quickly return to normal In tha araa 
ef ter dr i l l ing operations heve boon completed, no significant lapscts to tho 
voter quality of ths aroa ara expected aa a raault of the propossd ac t iv i t i es . 
As discussed In Ssction I . J * a l l diechergee vould adhere to tha standards lapoeed 
by tho NPDES Perait. Refer to Sect len IV.A of th is SEA and the corresponding 
•action of the AEA for a discussion of o i l epi l l Iapacts to water quality. 
Additional Inforaation Is Included in this section of tho AEA and tho operator's 
AER (CSA* 1964). 

11. Iapects on Air Quality 

tbnmm̂mm . The sf fscts of the a i r emissions onshore vould bo negligible due 
to tho distance of the d r i l l sitae to tha northvest Florida coast. Tha percent 
Increases In ambient concentrations contributed by tha onshore secondary 
emissions from the proposed act iv i t ies have not boon calculated because of the 
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Insignificance of these emissions. Additional Information i s Included In this 
section of the AEA and In the oporotor*s SER. 

Qf/aSjpma, - Oate presented In Teble 1-1 of this SEA end In th- operator's 
SER Indicate thst the total emissions expected fron the proposed ectivit iee In 
Blocks 56, 57, snd 99 vould ho s e l l belou tho calculated exemption levels, 
qualifying these activities for exeaptlon froa further air quel Ity rev lev. The 
s i te -spec i f i c e1r quel Ity review conducted by RMS ee e pert of thle environaental 
analyaia concl dad that there could be no aignificant effect on air quel Ity froa 
tha proposed ection. The ealeeione exeaptlon calculations ussd In thle analysis 
are given 1n the Air Quel Ity Review (Appendix B ) . Additional information Is 
Included In this section of tha AEA end In the operator's SER. 

12. Iapects on Other Coaaerciai Uses 

There are no other commercial uses 1n Blocks 56, 57, end 99 to be effected 
by tha exploration activity. 

13. Iapacts on Other Mineral Uses 

There are no plans or proposals for alnlng other mineral resources other 
than o i l ond gas In Blocks 56, 57, end 99 j therefore, no conflict of uss 1s 
expected. 

14. Iapacte Concerning Pipelines end Cobles 

No conflict of uss I s expected because there ere no known exieting 
pipelines In the eastern Oulf and because pipelines cannot be propoeed ee e pert 
of t h i s exploration activity (Appendix B) . 

15. Impacts of Ocean Dumping 

No conflict of use le expected because there are no exieting ocean dumping 
areas doelgnetod In the eastern Gulf. The operetor has stated thet coaplience 
v i th tho USEPA NPDES perait vould be maintained (Racal-Oecca Survey, Inc . , 
1966c). Additionally, X S Order No. 8 requi roe thet the operetor locate end 
retr ieve eny large debris loot overboard ae e result of ths proposed s c t l v l t l s s . 

D. UNAVOIDABLE ADVERSE IMPACTS 

Inforaation In this eectlon Is Included In the AEA. 
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V. CONSULTATION AND COORDINATION 

In accordant* with provisions of 30 CFR 250.34 snd DN 655* and ths 
Nsaorandua of Agreement (1963) between ths Department of Defense snd ths 
Department of the Interior* coploe of the plsn wore forwarded to tho U.S. F1eh 
end N l ld l l f e Service* the Stato of Florida* end the Commander, Naval A1r Training 
Command. Training wing Six* Navel Air Station* Ponaacola* Florida. A copy of the 
plen* a te . * wee also forwarded to tho National Marino Fieherlee Ssrvlcs (NOAA) 
for the i r review and comments. Copies of the comments of thess agencies era 
Included In Appendix C. F lor ida 's CZM and the State of Florida's comments were 
not available prior to plan approval; therefore* 1f necessary* thle SEA may 
subsequently be amended to ref lect Florida's responses. No controversial Issues 
were identified relative to Conocc I r e ' s proposed activity In Blocke 56* 57* end 
99. 
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UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT Of TNE INTERIOR 
MINERALS MANAGEMENT SERVICE 

Outrr C o n t i n e n t a l S h e l f . E a s t e r n C u l f o f M e » l c o 
M l and C a . I . eaae O f f e r i n g ( J a n u a r y 1984) 

STIPULATION NO. I - CVLTDIAI RESOORCl 

( • ) " C u l t u r a l t e e o u r e e " mesne a n y a l t a . e t r u e t u r e . a r a h j e c t a f h l e t o r l e a r 
p r e h l e t o r i c a r c h a e o l o g i c a l a l g n l f l c a n c a . " O p e r a t i o n a " B e a n * a n y d r i l l i n g , 
• l n l n g . a r c o n s t r u c t i o n a r p l a c e m e n t a f a n y s t r u c t u r e f a r e x p l o r a t i o n , d e v e l ­
opment . a r p roduc t ion a f t h a l a a a a . 

( I ) I f the R e g i o n a l Manager (RM) b e l i e v e , a c u l t u r a l r e a o u r c e atay e x i s t l a 
t k a l a a a a a r a a , tha RM w i l l a a t l f y t h a l a a a a a l n w r i t i n g . T h a l a a a a a a h a l l 
c k a t i c a a a l y w i t h a u h o o r a g r a o h a ( I ) t h r o u g h ( 3 ) . 

( 1 ) f r i a r t a c e a a j a n e l n g a n y o p e r a t i o n a . t h a l a a a a a a h a l l p r e ­
pare a r e p o r t , a a s p e c i f i e d h y t h a RM, t a d e t e r m i n e t h a 
p o t e n t i a l e i i . t e n c e a f a n y c a l t a r a l r a a a a r c a t h a t a a y a*> 
a f f e c t e d hy o p e r a t i o n a . T h a r e p o r t , p r e p a r e d h y a n a r c h ­
a e o l o g i s t ana g e o p h v e l c l a t . a h a l l ha b a s e d a n a n a s s e s s ­
ment a f d s t s f rom r e m o t e s e n s i n g s u r v e y s a n a o t h - r p e r t i ­
nent c a l t a r a l and e. . - l r o o m e n t a l I n f o r m a t i o n . T h a l a a a a a 
a h a l l a a h a l t t h i a r e p o r t t o t h a RM f e r r e v i e w . 

( 2 ) I f t h * . v i d e n r e a u g g a a t a t h a t a c a l t a r a l r a a a a r c a a a y h a 
p r e s e n t , tha l a a a a a a h a l l a l t h a r t 

( 1 ) L o c a t e t h a a l t a a f a n y o p e r a t i o n ae a a n o t t o 
a d v e r e e l y a f f e c t t h a a r a a where t h a c a l t a r a l 
r e s o u r c e a a y h a t a r 

( 1 1 ) E s t a b l i s h t o t h a a a t l o f a c t l o n o f t h a RM t h a t a 
c a l t a r a l r e a o u r c e d o e a n a t a a l a t a r w i l l a a t h a 
a d v e r e e l y a f f e c t e d h y o p e r a t i o n s . T h i a a h a l l h a 
done hy f u r t h e r a r c h a e o l o g i c a l l n v a a t l g a t l o n . 
conducted hy a n a r c h a e o l o g i s t and a g e o p h y s i ­
c i s t . ualng^ s u r v e y e q u l p r - r n t and t e c h n i q u e s 
deemed n e c e s a a r v h y t h a 7 M . A r e p o r t on t h o 
I n v e s t i g a t i o n a h a l l h a e u b m l t t e d to t h o RM f o r 
r a v l a v . 

( 3 ) I f tha RM d e t e m l n e e t h a t a c u l t u r a l r e s o u r c e l a l i k e l y t a 
be p r e s e n t an t h a l a a a a anal a a y ha a d v e r e e l y a f f a c t a d hy 
o p e r a t i o n s , ha w i l l n o t i f y t h a l a a a a a I m m e d i a t e l y . T h a 
l a a a a a a h a l l t a k a no a c t i o n t h a t a a y a d v e r e e l y a f a c t t h a 
c a l t a r a l r a a a a r c a a a t 11 t h o RM h a a t o l d t h o l a a a a a how t o 
p r o t e c t l t . 

( a ) I f t h a l a a a a a d l a c e v a r o a n y c u l t u r a l r a a o a r c o w h i l e c o n d u c t i n g o p e r a t i o n s 
a n t h a l a a a a a r a a . t h a l a a a a a a h a l l r e p o r t t h a r t a e o v o r y I m m e d i a t e l y t a t h a 
R M . T h a l — m — o h a l l make e v e r y r e a a o n . b l a a f f a r t t a p r . i . r v t t h a c a l t a r a l 
r . s o u r c a a a t l l tha M h a a t a l d t h a l a a a a a how t a p r o t e c t l t . 

STIPULATION NO. 2 - LITE ROTTOHS 

P r i o r t a aay d r i l l i n g a c t i v i t y a r t h a c o n s t r u c t i o n a r p l a c e m e n t o f any 
ot r a a t o r e far exploration ar davalaaoant on thia l aaaa . Inc lud ing , hat aat 
l i m i t e d t a . a a l l d r i l l i n g and pi pe l i n . and platform placement, tha laaaaa w i l l 
awhal t t a tha RM a hathyaatry aaa prepared u t l l l a l a g raaota oanalng and/or 
a t h a r aarvay tachnlaaaa. Th ia aaa w i l l include l a t a r a r a t a t l a n a for tho 
a r a a a n r a af l ive bottom araaa w i t h i n a minimum af 1,120 aa tara radlua of a 
propoa.d exploration or production a c t i v i t y a l t a . 
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for the purpose of thlo e t l p u l e t l o n . " l i v e bottoo ereae" a r * defined ae t h o . . 
aroaa which contain b i o l o g i c a l aaeoahlagaa con. ta t lng af auch aaaa l l a Inver te -
hrataa aa aaa fana. aaa whine, bydro id* . aa.nonoo, aectd lene , aaaagaa. bryo-
aaaaa , aeagraaaoa, or c o r a i e l i v i n g aaaa aaa) attached t a a a t e r a l l y occurring 
hard ar rocky formation, w l t k rough, broken, a r emooth topography; or whoee 
llthotope favora tha accumulation a f t u r t l e a . ( l a a a a . and other (aaaa . 

I f I t la determined that taa remote aaaa Ing data Indicate gaa praeence of hard 
a r i l v a bottom araaa . taa laaaaa m i l l a laa aaaa I t t a tha W photo-documente-
t l a a of taa aaa bottom aaar premoeed ocploretor* d r i l l i n g a l t a a ar propoaad 
p la t fora locatlone. For a c t i v i t i a a l a aa ta r depth, great or than 70 e a t e r s , 
th ia photo-documentation w i l l aa reguired regard laaa a f tha remote a ana lag 
data interpretat ion. 

I f l t l a determined that t h a l i v e bottom arena a lght ho advereely Impacted by 
Cha propoaed a c t i v i t l e a . then tha RM w i l l require tha laaaaa ta undertake any 
aeaeare deeaed econom*cal ly . env i ronaente l ly , and t e c h n i c a l l y f e a . l b l e ta pro­
tect l ive bottoo a r a a a . Taaa* aoaawree aay inc lude , hat a ra aat H a l t e d t a , 
tha following: 

(a) tha re locat ion a f opera t ion , to evold l i v e ha t taa a r e a * ; 
(b) tha shunting of a l l d r i l l i n g f l u i d * aad c a t t l a g a l a auch a 

nannar aa t a evold l i v e hat taa araaa) 
(e) tha t reneportet ion of g r i l l i n g f lu Ida aad cutt inge to 

approved d i s p o s a l e i t e e ; aad 
(d) tha a a a l t a r l a g of l i v e hat taa araaa ta a e . e . a tha adequacy 

af aay a l t l g a t i n g aaaauraa taken aad tha l aeec t of leeeee-
l a l t l a t e d a c t i v i t i a a . 

aaa l tar lag requireaenta l a (d) above v ; i l ha required f a r a l l b lock, ar por­
t i o n , of Hock , located aaath of 24*B. l a t i t u d e . 

STIPULATION MO. 4 - MILITANT WARN IWC AREA 

WARMING AREA W-155 

(a) hold Raraleee 

Whether compensation fo r aach daaaga ar in jury a lght ha dee under a theory af 
a t r l c t ar abaelate M o b i l i t y a r etherwlee. tha laaaaa aaaaaaa a l l r leka ef 
daaaga ar injury ta pereona a r property, which eccu i t a , a n , ar above the 
Outer Contlnentel S h e l f , t a aay per acne ar ta any property ef any pareaa ar 
pereona aha ara ag aa ta . employee., or l a v l t a a a af tha l aaaaa , I t a agenta, 
independent contrectore a r oubcontrectora dalag bueln.ee with tha l s . s e * ln 
connection with aay a c t i v i t i a a being performed hy tha laaaaa l a , a a , ac ahove 
tha Outer Caa t laaa ta l S h e l f . I f auch injury a r daaaga ta aach person ar pro­
perty occurs hy reeeaa a f tha a c t i v l t i e e ef aay agency af tha U .S . Government. 
I t a contractora a r "ubcont rec t o r . , ar any af t h e i r o f f l c a r a , agenta, ar em­
ployees, being caadtitted aa a mart a f . ar l a caaaac t l aa w i t h , the pregraaa and 
a c t i v i t i a a af tha Naval A i r T r a l a l a g r o — i n f . T r a l a l n g Wlag l l a . Naval A i r 
S ta t l aa , Peneecole. P l o r i d e . 

Worvithet ending any l l a l t a t l o n e of tha leeeee 'a l i a b i l i t y l a aaet laa U of tha 
laaaa. tha laaaaa aaaaaaa t h i a r l a k whether aach I n j u r y a r daaaga ta caaaad In 
whala ar l a part hy any a c t a r omission, regerdleaa of negligence a r ( a a l t of 
tha United I t e t e e , I t a contrectore a r eubcont rec to re , a r aay a f I t a o f f i c e r * , 
agaata, a r employeee. Tha laaaaa far ther agraaa t a Indemnify aad aava harm-
Ice* taa United I t s t e e aga laa t a l l c la im* f a r l a a a , daaaga. a r I n j u r y a a a ­
taiaad hy th l a a a a e . aad Ca Indemnify aad aava heraleae cha hal ted I t e tee 
agalaat a l l e l s ine f a r l a a a . daaaga. a r l a j a r y aaataiaad by cha ager-ta, 
employee*, a r lmvlteee a f cha l a a a a a . lea agente. a r aay independent cont rec ­
tore or eubcontrectera dalag haa1none with cha laaaaa l a caaaact laa with tha 
pregraaa aad a c t i v l t i e e a f taa afaraaaaclaaad a t l i c a r y l a a c a l l a c l a a a , whether 
tha eoae aa caaaad i a whole a r l a part hy tha negligence ar f a a l t af tha 
"alted Stetee, i t a cont rec tore a r subcontractors , a r any af I t a a f f t c a r a , 
aganta, ar employe*, aad whether aach c l a l a a a lght he aaataiaad aadar a theary 
af a t r l c t ar aheelete l i a b i l i t y a r etherwlee. 
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(b) Electromagnetic Emieeione 

Th* leeeee ogreee te control hie own electroeegnetle emieeione end thoee of 
i t e a g e n t e , e m p l o y e e , . l n v l t e e a . I n d e p e n d e n t c o n t r e c t o r e o r a u b c o n t r a c t o r a 
emanating from individual deeljnated defenee wernlng areee In accordance with 
r e q u i r e m e n t , a p e c l f «ed bv t h e commander of t h a c o m --*-? I . . » d q u a r t e r e m e n t i o n e d 

ahmwa ta the degree neceeeery ta pt. -ent demage to, or meet-epteblo interfer­
ence with, Deportment ef Defenee f l ight , teatlng, or oeer«: lmol ectivitiee, 
conducted within Individual doelgnetod warning areea. Recfoeery mon1tc • 
c o n t r o l end c o o r d i n a t i o n w i t h t h e l e e e e e . I t e e g o m t e . e m r l o y e e e , l n v l t 
I n d e p e n d e n t c o n t r a c t o r ! a r a u b c o n t r a c t o r a . W i l l he e f f e c t e d h y t h e COW 

ef the appropriate onehore a l l l t e r y lnatallatlan conduct1 ig operation-
particular warning aree; provided. hcveve*. thet control of each a 
aatlc emiaaion ahall In no lnatance prrt.thl' a l l Bene, r cf eic*t»» 
cemamanlcetlon daring aay period of time We two em a leetee. l a aae. 
ploy eee, levlteea, lndwtendent rjntractora et eubcontt>cte-- red i .rtore 
f a c l l i t i e a . 

(e) Operational 

Taa leeeee, when operating »r . -:fng f ee iperetei .r e be' l i t . bojt cr 
a ircraf t traffic late th. • •vi / idvm •»?•'.,m »»i Ir e«. . ah*ll enter 
inte en agreement al< > the • nnman«»»r c' t.-» tmi > ... ae • eedgwarter* 
aantlaaed above prirr t i -nwm-tnt Ing euci alf le. > »,- u . a a t will pro­
vide fer pealtlve teatral c imra'l md a. rcraf 'vera*.-. • to the wernlng 
ereee et el l tteae. 

IW/ULATIO* >o. «> - c i aj «?'.» . , ie- .«. i« 

(e) Pipeline* wl.l ae regu»red: ( l j i f plpt Hi.; rlghto-of-.ay can he 
determined end obttined; i f **>iag ml euch pipeline la tec'.no logical ly 
feealhle end environmentally prefereble. end (3) I f , ln the opinion of the 
laeeor, pipelinee cen he laid without i et eoclel l ieo. teklng Into account 
eay Incremental coate of pipelinee over alternative aethode of tranaportatlon 
and any incremental henoflte In the form of Increased environ*entel protection 
er reduced nultlpl*-u*e confl lcta. The leeeor epeclflcally '. eeervee tha right 
to require thet eny pipeline ueed for transporting ptidjctlon to ehore he 
pieced la certeln dealgneted aenagement ereee. In eeltctlng tha aaaaa of 
t r a n a p o r t a t l o n , c o n e l d e r a t l o n w i l l he g i v e n t e a n y r e e m m e n d n ' o n a f t h e 
R e g i o n a l T e c h n i c a l W o r k i n g C r o u p w i t h t h e p a r t i c i p a t i o n o f * e d e r a l , S t a t e , and 
loca l tovernmente end the lnduetry. All plpellnea, including flew line* end 
gathering llnee for o i l end goo, ahall he deelgned and cone-rue ted to provide 
fc . adequate protection ftoa water currente, atora ocowrlng. and other hetarde 
ee determined on e ceee-by-cea* haala. 

(h) Following the developeMtnt of au'flclent pipeline capeclty, no crude oil 
w i l l he treneportod ky eurfece veeeel froa offehore production oli*e except ln 
the ceee of emergency. Determination of emergency condition, and oppreprl.t. 
reepeneee to theee condltlona w i l l he aede hy the regional Manager. 

(c ) Whore the three cr i ter ia aet forth In paregreph (e) of thle etlpulatlon 
are net aet and aurface tranaportatlon auet he employed, a l l veaaela ueed for 
carrying hydrocarbona to ahore from the leeecd area wi l l conform with e l l 
etenderda estehllehed for euch veaaele. pureuent to the Forte end Waterweya 
Sefety Act. 3) O.S.C. 1221. et . aee... (IMO). 
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OMITED STATES 
DErAK-THOIT OF THE iKTE1I0E 
MIHERALS HMAemmVt SERVICE 

Outer C o n t i n e n t a l S h e l f . Eastern Gu l f o f Mexico 
O i l end Cee Lees* O f f e r i n g (Januery 1984.) 

ocs-coW 
r r i rVLATIOH BO. I - CULTURAL RESOURCE 

(•) "Caltaral Resource" eeens sny alta, structure, ar object af historic ar 
prehis tor ic archesologlee l s 1 « n l f l e s n c s . "Operations" means aay d r i l l i n g , 
atalag, ar construction ar placement af eny structure far exploretion. devel­
opment, or production af the laaaa. 

(b) I f the Regleeal Manager (KM) believes a caltaral raaaarca aarjr aalat t i 
tha laaaa araa. tha ON v i l l notify tha laaaaa ta writing. Taa laaaaa aaall 
then eaaply r l th e«beera«reaae ( I ) through ( J ) . 

(1) Friar ta cieninclng aay ape rat laaa. taa leeeee aaall pre­
pare a report, aa epecifled / tha BM, Ca determine the 
potential aalataace of aay cultural raaoarco that aay he 
affected by operations. Taa report, prepered hy aa oreh-
aeologlat aad g*ophyslci*t, ahall ha hosed on en aeeeoe-
aant ef data froa reaete sensing eurveye aad ether perti­
nent caltaral aad envlrcnaantal lafermatlea. Tba leeaee 
ahall subr.it thia report to tha BM for review. 

(2) I f tha evidence oeggeete that a ca l t a ra l resource any ha 
present, the 1eeooe ehel l e i ther i 

(1) Lacete the alee af aay operation eo ee not ta 
advereely affect Cha aree where the cultural 
resource aay be; e r 

(11) Retahlleh ca cha eoelefaceiea of che BM that a 
caltaral raaaarca eooe aat aalat ar wi l l aat ha 
odvarocly affected by op* rat len*. Thia aaall he 
aaaa hy farther archaeological iaveetlgetlea, 
conducted hy an archeeeleglet sad a geophyel-
C l t t . using, survey equipment and techniques 
deeaad neceeeery hy tho BM. A report aa cha 
Iaveetlgetlea ahall he eehaltted to the BM fer 
review. 

(3) I f the BM determine* thet a c u l t u r a l reaource t a l i k e l y to 
he present ea cha lenee aaa) assy he edverocly affected hy 
operation*, he wil l notify cha laaaaa laaidletely. The 
leeeee ahall cake ae actlae that aay advereely efface Cha 
c u l t u r s l resource u n t i l th* EM he* told gaa laaaaa how to 
protect i t . 

(C) I f the lessee dlecovere any c u l t u r a l resource whi le conducting operations 
ee tke leeee eree, th* le- - ehell report tke dlecevery 1 aaad lately ta eke 
BM. The leeeee ehell nek .very raaaaaakle efferc ee preeerve cha eulteral 
reeoere* until the BM hee told eke laaaae hew ee protect tc . 

STirULATlC*. BO. I . LIVE BOTTOMS 

Brier ca eay dril l ing ectlvity er tha eeeatrectloa er placaaeat ef aay 
atractare fer eamloretlea ar development en thle leeee. Including, hat aet 
U n i t e d CO. wa l l d r i l l i n g one* pipel ine and pletform placement, the lessee w i l l 
eebalt te the BM e he thyme try nap prepered e t l l i t leg remote eeaslai and/or 
etker survey techaleeee. Thle aee wi l l include interpretation* 'er eke 
presence ef l i v e bottoa area* v i t h i n a a U l a w a a f 1.120 neter* r ad l i e ef a 
propoeed eaylerettea ar production ectlvity elea. 
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For the p%> «e ef th i . stipulation. "Hvo bottoo araaa" aro defined aa thoee 
a r . a a oMch contain b i o l o j l c a l aaa.obi.gea c o n d o l i n g a f auch OOOOllo l n v . i t . -
br.t .a aa aaa faaa. aaa wtilpe, hydro id . , aaoaemeo. eecldlene, sponge., bryo-
aoana, ecegreeeee. rr corala l iving epoe ead etteched ca aat ara Uy occurring 
hard er reeky formation, wlih rough, brokea, er aeeeth topographyi or wheoa 
lithetope faeera the accumulation ef tertlee. fiah.a. and ether fame a. 

I f tc to deteralnod thet the reawte aeaalag date indicate che preeeaeo af hard 
er live bottom ereee. the leeeee wi l l alao eubalt to the BM pearo-docueente-
tlea ef the eee hot coa) aeer r-roeoeed eiplorotory dri l l ing eitee er ptopooed 
platform lecetleae. Fer activit ies te watar depths . t ' . t . r thee 70 matara. 
thie pawto-decaeeutat loe w i l l he reguired regard 1 ooo ef Iho reawte eoae lag 
dete Interpretat ion. 

I f i t te determined that the l i v e bottom areaj might be advereely Impacted by 
Cha proposed ectivitleo, thoe the KM will require the leeeee te aadercake eey 
aeeewre deeeed economically, eavlroanwntally, aad t echo lee l ly feasible te pro­
tect live bottom ereee. Theee eoaeuree eay iaclede, hat ere aet Halts : ca, 
tha following: 

(a) the relecetlea ef operations te evold live hottaa areas; 
(h) the ejamaclag af a l l dri l l ing fluids aad cuttings la each a 

oenner ee te evold live hot taa ereest 
(e) tha treeeeertecioa ef dri l l ing fluids aad cutting a te 

approved dlapeeel elteet aad 9 

(d) the aaalterlag af l ive bottoo areea to eeeeee the adequacy 
ef eay alclgatlag aaaeeree tehee cad the leeeet of leeeee-
laitlated act ivit lea 

Monitoring rsqulrsnents i a (d) above wil l he required fer e l l hlocke er por­
tions of blocks leceted eeath of 24*1. latitude. 

STIPULATION NO. 4 - MILITANT WARNING AREA 

WARNING AREA W-155 

(a) hold Remleee 

weather ceopeaeatleo fer each deaege er la Jury alght ha aaa easier a Cheery ef 
etrtct er aheelece l i a b i l i t y er etherwlee. Phi Teeeee eeeaaea e l l rlaka of 
deeega er Injury te pereeae er property, wa aeer l a . ea, er above r • 
Oatar Ceetlaeatal Shelf, te aay peraeee er »• . property ef eay peraee 
pereona who era agente. employees, er iavltua. ef cha leeeee. lea egenta. 
Independent contractors ar aubcontractora doing hue'toe* with Che leeeee tn 
connection with pay act iv i t lea being performed hy che leeaee te. ea, er above 
che Oatar Continental Shelf, i f each injury or deaege te eeeh pei.ee er pro­
perty occurs hy reeeea ef the ectivitleo ef aay epeecy ef the U.S. Cavervaant. 
tea contrsctors er eubcor.tractore, ar aay af their e f f icere . egeaca. er em­
ployees, he lag conducted ee e pert ef. er ta connection with, Cha) programs ead 
e c t l v l t l e a ef Cha Naval A i r Tra in ing Command. T r a i n i n g Wing I t a , Novel A i r 
Stat ion, P .nsscols . P l o - i d e . 

Notwithstanding eay l l n i tot lono at Cha lessee 's l i a b i l i t y t a sect ion 14 ef Che 
leeee. the leeaee eeeaaaa thie riak whether ouch injury er deaago ta caaaad ta 
whole er la pert hy aay act er oalsalaa, regardi.ee ef negligence er faalt af 
ths Kbited S'atee, I t s contrec tore ar oubcontroctor*. a r aay ef lto o f f l c e r o . 
egeeta, or amp leyeea. Tee leeeee farther egreea te ladeaaify aad eevo herw-
leea the United Btatea egeiaet e l l clelao fer lo**. daaage, er injury aee-
telaed hy the leeeee. aad te ladiaaif) et" aava heralooe the Baited Stateo 
egaleet a l l eletaa fer leee. daaaga. er lejery aaataiaad hy tea egenta. 
oapleyeoa, er invite** ef the leeeee. Ita egeaca. er aay independent contrec­
tore er oubcontroctore dalag huolneeo with the leeeee ta connection with che 
prograae ead octivitiee ef cha efsraaaatlaaed military taacallactcaa. whether 
the eree he ceeeed la weal*, er la pert hy the aegllgeece er faalt ef che 
Unltsd Sts t s s , l ea control tore er subcontrsctors . a r eay e f i t s o f f l c s r s , 

yaCC, er employ see and whether such e ls las night he auotolned under a tt eory 
•trice er eheelaec l tah l l l cy er otherwiae. 
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(k> 

I k e l f M M egreee to coot ro 1 hie mmm eleetreaegnet lc ealeeione end thoee of 
i t * agent*, eapleyeee. I n v i t e e * , Independent tea t ta t tore or *vbc*ot rec tor * 
aaaamlag froa Indiv idual deeigneted defence warning or oat to dCClcieaCP B i l k 

l l f a a i a i a epecif led my thm coeaender of thm coo-end heedeuerter* Beat 1* ead 
to tka degree necoaeary to prevent daaage to* or uneccopteble I n t e r f e r ­

ence arltk, t ipar lB l lH of Defence f l i g h t , tear ing , or operat ional e c t i v i t i e e . 
• • • t o l t l l v i th in lnd lv ldee l deelgnated « i n t x | areea. neceeeery aonltor ing 
• a n t r a l mmt faer t lBBt laa a i t k the l aaaaa , t t a egonte, aaa lay a a a . toe-It ooo, 
i a i c p i n l . a t t e a t r a a f rn mt evbcont rec t e rn , a i l l he effected] hy tke enaaaadet 
e f tka appropriote inekara e l 11 tary loot e l le t lon conduct leg operat ion, to tea 
p a r t toe l e t eeralag eree; a r e a t e a r , however, that eeot re l e f aach e lect ro aag-
a a t l c ealeelee . h e l l to ne tneteeco prohibit i l l eaaner a f e lectroaagnet lc 
• •eaa je l ia t lee during aay par ted a f t l a a hot Men e l e e e e e , I t a egenta, em­
p l o y e * , , Inv i tee* . Independent eoetractere «r aehcotitroctora a a i aaahata 
f e e l l l t t o e . 

Ce> Caarat leael 

Ilka laaaaa, mmm agar at tag at- caaatag ge ka operated ea t t e behal f . heat e r 
e f r c r o f t t r a f f i c tote the Ind iv idua l doelgnetod warning a r e a a , aka 11 eater 
l a t a aa egreeavet a i t k tka ceeeeeader e f tka ind iv idua l ceeaaend heed eea rt-era 
aeet 1 mid above pr ior t a laaawjaitog aack t r a f f i c , tack aa a g r n a a a t a i l l pro­
v ide fer peetttve control a f boat* ead a i r c r a f t operating tote tke wernlng 
ereee at a l l t i e * * . 

STIPULATION mo. • - OIL AND CAI TUUII POTATION 

( a ) P ipe l ine , a i l l he r e v e l red . (1 ) I f p ipe l ine r lghte-of-way aaa ha 
detorrlned aad ehtelaedi ( I ) I f lay ing ef aack p i p e l i n e l e technologica l ly 
f eea lk le and ear l rooaenta l ly p r e f e r a b l e ; aad (S ) t f . to tka c f t o t o a af tka 
l e e e e e , pipeline* caa ka l a i d without aat r e c t a l l e e a . taking tote account 
aery lacreaaatal caeca a f p ipe l inee aver a l t e rna t ive cathode a f t race parte t i c 
aad aay lacreaaatal benef i t * l a tka f e r a e f incraeeed e a v l r . a a i n t a l protect ion 
e t redacad oa l t lp le aaa c o n f l i c t o . "he leceer . p a c i f i c a l l y reap reap tka r ight 
t a reea l re ghat aay p ipe l ine aaa traaepart tag production t * ahore ka 
pieced to certain deelgnated BBBBgai .nt a raaa . to ee leet lng tke anaae a f 
t reaapar iac lee , teae lderac iea a i l l ka at eea ge ear ic iea»aadai laa e f tke 
keg leea l Technic* 1 Working Ct rmm a i t k tke part le i pet lon ef f e d e r a l . S t a t e , aaa* 
l o c a l governeent* aad tka lnduet ry . A l l p i p e l i n e e . Including flow l inea crd 
get her Ing l ine* fer e t l ead g a a , aha l l be lealgned aad conetrweted te greet de 
f a r adeerate protect len f r e e e a t e r c e r r e e c a , acera aeeertog, aad other heaart'a 
aa detereined aa a taaa ky a aea bea t * . 

(h) following the development a f aa f f tc taac pipel ine c a p a c i t y , aa credo a i l 
• i l l ha ttoneported by eurfece veeeel f r ee offohore prtdhct lon a t t e * aaa apt ta 
t k a c a * * ef caetgaaiy. • e t o r w i a e t l e e a f •aargaac | ceex' i t leae mmt epproprlate 
r u p i n a i i te tkace condltlone a i l l he aaaa ky tke fagteaa l 

(*> kkere the thr^e c r i t e r i a aet for th to paragraph (a) a f th le a t t o a l e t t e a 
a r a not net end eurfece t reaepor ta t lon aeet he oaployed, a l l veaaela aaad fee 
c a r r y tag hydrocarbon* to eeere f r e e eke leeeed eree a i l l eon fora a i t k a l l 
eteedcrde eeteh 1 lehed f a r each v e e e e l e . perceaat ta tka f a c t a and hate rweye 
• ofety a c t , M I . I . C . I M I . a t . mmm.. O t t o ) . 
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cnnru traits 
W4BIIMI or rn nrraiof. 
mavaULS nmimmmwn imict 

Oactr Coet leant a 1 SheH. lectern Oulf of Heaico 
Ml aaa Caa leeeo Offering (Jenu.ry 1*8*) 

6410 
iTinruTioa RO. 1 - COITRBAL inoutce 

(a) "Colturti ROOM raa" aaaao eey alia, etreetere, ar object al ktateric ar 
arohiotsrlc •rcheeoleglcel algnlflcoota. "Operatleae" aaaao aay drilling, 
alnlng, or eooatnctloo ar pJ-eeunmt of aay ot rec tot a tor eaylorotlee, devel­
opment , ar prtdcttloa af 'he Imam. 

(h) I f raa Roafeael N.negei (IN) eellevee a caltaral reaaerea aay aalac la 
caa laaaa araa. Caa a* will aetlfy caa laaaaa la writing. Taa laaaaa aaall 
than comply with eehperegronee (1) through ( J ) . 

(1) Friar Ca tea mmt lag aay oporetlone, caa laaaaa aaall ara­
aa** • report, aa epecf'led ay Caa RM, ta determine taa 
potential eelctetce af • caltaral raaaarca that aay ha 
e f f e c t e d hp o p e r a t i o n a . 1 « r e — , r t , p r e p a r e d h y e a e r e h -
oooleglet and goophyaUlat. ehell he a teed ea aa aeeaee-
eeet of date free roaece eeeaiaa curve** aad other perti­
nent cultural aad e-Twtraaaaatel information. Taa l i n n 
ahall eubelt thia report »e the RM for review. 

(2) I f the evidence eeejeeta .hat e culture1 reeoerce car* he 
p r e a e n t . the l e o C C C a h a l l e i t h e r : 

(P Lecate tke atto o r amy operation *e ee aet cc 
adver.., .y af face cha araa eke re tke lelcaral 
reoearee may he| er 

(11) ReUbllah te Che ee. :t.»e-tlcn of tha X that a 
c e l t e r 1 r e a o u r c * d o e * a c t C B l C t or a i l l a a t OO 
edvereely effected ky operation*. Tht* ahall ha 
done hy furckar *rch**ological lnvootlgatlon, 
conducted hy aa ercheeologlet aad a gcophyel-
C l a t , u e l n g e u r v e y equ ipment end t e c h n i q u e * 
deeaad neceeeery hy cka RM. A report ea tka 
l«»e*tlgatlon ehell he eubeltted te Cha RM far 
review. 

(3) I f Che RM deteratnee that a culture! reaource le l ikely ca 
he preceat aa tka leeee aad aay he edvereely affected hy 
operetton*. he a i l l notify the leeeee immediately. The 
leeeee ehell take ae ect lea that aay edvereely affect the 
caltaral roe aorta until cka RM hae geld tka leeeee haa to 
protect l t . 

(c) I f tke leeeee dioeevera cay cal taral reeeerc* while conducting eperecleee 
aa eke laaaa area, che leeeee eke 11 report eke dlecevery immediately to tka 
BM. Tka leeeee ahell aafce every reet.eahlr effect te preeeive tka cultural 
reeemree until the RM hen told tka laaeoc hee te protect l e . 

mrBLATioa ao. i - UTR BOTTOM 

F r i e r ca aay drilling activity ar the c eee tree tlon ar pleceeaaC ef aay 
atractare far cap 1 oretlee er davolapaant aa thia laaaa. Including, bat aat 
Hal ted ge. wall drilling caw) pipe Uae anj pletfcra pl.ceaent. tka laaaaa wi l l 
euheiit ta tka RM a hettryaatry aay prepered utl l l i ing reaete * aaa lag and/or 
other eurvey technlquee. Thie aay a i l l Include laterprototleee fat tke 
praeaaca ef live hoc taa araaa within . .Uteea ef I, Sir) aetere radio* ef a 
prapaaad ace ler at lee er production activity al ta. . 
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Por t h * purpose ef th le a t i p u l a t i o n . " H e e botto» e rees" ere defined ea thoee 
ereee which contain b io log lee l asseoblse.es conslet Ing ef eeeh aeeel le l e v e r t e -
hretee ee aea fane, eee whlpe, hydrolde, eaeaoaea, e e c l d l e e e , opongee, brye-
aoans, eeagraeoee, er c e r e l e l i v i n g of oe end attached to natura l ly occurring 
herd er rocky foreetteee wi th rough, broken, er eeooth topography; or whose 
11 thot ope favors the eccuojuletlee e f t u r t l e o . f l e e c e , aed ether feeee. 

I f I t l a detoreleed thet the remote eeealng dete ted lce te tha preeeaee e f herd 
e r l i v e hot tea ereee, the leeeee a i l l a lee cobalt te the BM photo dntamoata-
t i o n ef the aee hot tea aaer oroooeed eapleretery d r i l l i n g a i t e a er proposed 
p l e t f o r a locat ions. Per a c t i v i t l e a l a water deaths greater then 70 a a t e r a . 
Ch ic peats ia taaaatat lea w i l l he required regardless ef the reaete seealag 
date Interpretat Ion. 

I f I t le determined chat the l i v e hot taa areea e ight ha advereely laaecced hy 
Che propoaad e c t l v l r l e e , chee che KK w i l l regalre che leeeee te smdsrteke eny 
aaaeure deeeed e s e e e a l c e l l y . oev t raaaonta l l y , ead c e c h a l c e l l y f s e e . b i s cc pro­
t e c t l i v e hot tee ereee. These aeeeerea aay inc lude, bee a ra aat H a l t e d t e , 
Cha following: 

(a) Che relocat ion ef operationa Co avoid l i v e bottoo a reas ; 
(b) the shunting af a l l d r i l l i n g f lu ids ead cut t ings l e auch a 

eeaaer cc cc avoid H e e hot tea ereee | 
(c ) tho tranaportatlor e f d r i l l i n g f l u l d a aad cut t lnga to 

approved diapoaal e l t ea ; end 
(d) tka eon 1 tor lag of l i v e hot tea ereee te eeeeee the edeomocy 

ef cay a t t Iga t ing aeaewree tehee ead the Iapact ef leeeee-
in i t iated e c t i v i t i e e . 

- n l tor lng requi rener.t e l a (d) above w i l l he required f e r a l l blocka e r por­
t i o n s ef blocks located eeath e f 2e*e . l a t l t e d e . 

STIPULATION BO. 4 - MILITARY NAMING AREA 

WARNING AREA ¥-155 

<e> hen tmim 
Whether coaponaatlon for each deaege e r injury alght ha due aadar c theory ef 
e t r l c t er ebeeleta l i a b i l i t y e r e therwlee, the leeeee eaeeaaa a l l r i s k s ef 
daaaga er Injary te porooae e r property, which occur l a , e a , e r above tho 
Oator Continental She l f , to any persons or to eay propsrty e f eay person or 
ee isoee who ara agaata, eaployeea, e r l av t teec ef Che l e e e e e , I t a egoeta, 
ladapaadaet ceatractera e r eahceet rectera dalag tmalaeee with tha leeeee l a 
c a a a a c t l a a with eey e c t i v i t i e e being performed hy che leeeee l e , e a , er eheve 
Che Outer Continental S h s l f , i f each injury er deaege te ench per eee er pro­
perty occurs by reeeee ef the e c t i v i t i e e ef cap egeecy ef che B . I . government, 
I t e contrectore er subcontractors , er cay ef the i r e f f t c * r e , sgsn ts . er e a ­
p loyeea , being conducted aa a pert e f , e r l a connect ic i w i t h , the progreaa end 
a c t t w l t . e e ef the Bevel A i r ' r a i n i n g Commend, Tra ta lag wing B t a , Naval A i r 
S t a t i o n . Panaae i, F l o r i d a . 

Notwit 1 tending eay H a t t a t t e a c e f the l eeeee 'a l t e b l l l e y ta eee t lee 14 e f the 
ease ne leases aaaaaaa t h i a r l a k whether auch in jury e r deaaga te ccaaed l a 

whole a r l a gat* By aay act e r omission, regardlees e f negligence or f ee l t ef 
t k a aal tad s t s t e . . I t a contractors e r eebeeat rac ie ra , e r cay ef I t a o f f i c e r s , 
egenta , er eapleyeee. Tea leeeee f ai (her agrees te tedcartlfy ead ecve h, ru­
le s s CkC Baited St a tea agalnat a l l c l c t a * for loan, damage, or Injury 000-
t e l e e d hy Cho leeeee, aad Ca ladjcccatfy cad ecve hera leec the Belted Bteteo 
e g a l M t a l l e la te * fer l e c e , daaage, e r In jury eeetetaed hy the egeate, 
eap loyeea , er invitees ef the l o s s e s , l to egente, e r eay independent cont rsc ­
t o r s er subcontrsctors dalag hwalaoee with the, leeeee l a connection with the 
programs aad a c t i v l t i e e nf tke eforeaentloned e l 11tary i n s t a l l a t i o n s , whether 
tke aeae he caaaad l a whale e r te gore by che negligence e r f e e l c e f che 
waited S t a t s s , lea contractora or eubcontractore, e r aay ef I t a o f f i c e r * , 
egenta , or eaployeea aad whether eee* c l e l e e alght he s u s t s i n s d under A cheery 
e f e c r t c c er absolute M o b i l i t y er otherwise. 
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(b ) Sloetroeotnetic Ea lss lono 

The leeeee egreee to control h ie aaa* • 1 ec• roeegnetIc ee loeleee aval tlaaaa af 
I t a aganta, employees, l n v l t e e a . Independent contractora a r aubcontractora 
emmnetIng f raa Individual daalgnatud da taaa a unrnlng araaa ta accordance with 
raqu l r»«*nta apaciflad by gaa ciiaaaandar af Cka eweanand beedgwertere mentioned 
a b o v e t a Cka degree n e c e e e e r y C a p r e v e n t d a a a g a t a . a r u n a c c e p t a b l e l n t e r f e r -

a a c a a i t k , Department af kef a r e a f l i g h t , taa t i n g , ar a a a r a t l a a a l a c t i v i t i a a . 
ee edec ted a i t k l a Indiv idual deelgnated vernlng araaa. Neceeeery a a a l t a r l a g 
cont ro l and coordination a i t k cka l a a a a a , lea agaata, oaaloyeeo, i n v i t e e . . 
I n d e p e n d e n t c ^ n t r e c t o r a o r e u b c o n t r a r t o r e , w i l l be e f f e c t e d bv C k a COOBBOnder 
a f Cka a p p r o p r i a t e o n e h o r e m i l i t a r y l n e r a l l a t l o n c o n d u c t i n g o p e r e t i o n e t a t k a 
p a r t i c u l a r warn ing a r a a ; p r o v i d e d , h o w e v e r . t h a t c o n t r o l a f a u c h e l e r t r o a a g -

a a c l c ealeeloa ahal l i a aa i a e t a a c e prohibit a l l aanaar a f electromagnetic 
rooBBunlcatlon dor lag cay period e f t l a a between a l eeeee . i t a egeatc . em­
ploy eee , lev .t eee, independent c e e t t c c t e r e er omecee t ree tore cad onahora 
. c l l l c l e o . 

( c ) Operational 

Tke leeeee- ehee operating a r c e a a l a g Cc he operated oa i t e behal f , heat er 
e l r c r o f r t r a f f i c l a te tka i a d i v l d a c l declgaated warning e r e e e , e h e l l cater 
In to en agreement with the eoeaaemder e f tha Ind iv idual uneaaiii heedgeertero 
mentioned above pr ior to commencing eurh t r a f f i c Such ea agreement a i l l pro­
vide for posit ive control e f boata aad a l r c r e f t egere t lag l a t e the eeralag 
oreea at a l l t laae. 

mruiATioa ao. | - OIL AND CAS TRAetsrotT/inow 
( a ) P i p e l i n e e W l D b e r e q u i r e o : ( I ) i f p i p e l i n e r 1 g h t . - o f - w e y CCC be 

determined end enc*{o*di (2 ) i f l ay ing of aach p i p e l i n e l a rechae log lca l ly 
feasible ead * ' i ' -• t e l l y p re fe rab le ; ead ( ) ) I f , i a the opinion ef Che 
lee»- r . plpellnea *n be l e i d without aet e e c l e l l e e e , tek lng l a t e occownt 
aay .occceaatal Beet • ef p i p e l i n e s ever a l ternat ive methods e f t reaepertet loa 
eed eny incremental i e e e f l t e l a cka fora of lncreeoed onvlrommentel protection 
er reduced a a l t l p l e - v e e e e a f l t c t e . Tka leaeer a p e c l f l e e l l y reserves the r ight 
to requite that any p i p e l i n e weed for trenapertlng production to chore ho 
placed ln cer ta in designated aenegeeant areea. In e e l e c t l n g the eeeae of 
troneportatlen, c o e e l d e r e t i e a w i l l bo given te aay recDoaindatioo ef tke 
Reglonol Technlc-1 Working Crcvy with the por t tc lpe t ien ef f o d e r e l . S t e t e , and 
loca l governments and the Indus t ry . A l l p i p e l i n e e . inc luding flow l inea and 
gathering l inea for o i l end a e e . e h e l l be designed aad tenet meted te provide 
for edeeaate protoct lea f r e e water cur rents , atorm oc our l a g , and ether heaerda 
a a determined e a a s s e - b y - c a s e b s s l s . 

(h) fallowing .he development ef e e f f l c l o a t p ipe l ine c a p a c i t y , ao credo e l l 
w i l l ho tranaported Sy ear foco veeeel f rea e f f chore product l ee . | tea eee opt l e 
tha caae af aaorpenc.'. km terminat ion of emergency coedtt lone ond spproprists 
reeponaee to t h e a e c o t . d l t l o n a W i l l b e made by t h e R e g i o n a l H e n a g e r . 

( e ) Where th. t h r e e c r i t e r i a « n t f o r t h l a p a r a g r a p h f a ) . I ta s t i p u l a t i o n 
ere aet aat and aer fece . raaepe . t e t l e e aeet he employe . . . . w B J U eeed far 
carrytag kydroct• V»ae ce ahore f r e a th* leased aree e l l l cenfere with e l l 
atandar's aat at *.". **» f a r each •ggaggg, pur maut te tha f a c t a aad tfxterweya 
Safety Act, I f ' . . - 1221. e t . .ee, , ( I W 
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APPENDIX B - REVIEWS FROM MMS 



L i v e Bottom Review February 25* 1986 

D o s t l n Dome Blocks 56. 57 . and 99 
Leases XS-G 6406, 6407, ond 6410 
R a d i a l Survey 
Geophys ics : Marine Technica l Serv ices I n c . (1965) 
Photodocumentat lon: John E. Chance ond Assoc ia tes . I n c . (1985) 

Conoco proposes d r i l l i n g t h r o e o x p l o r a t o r y w e l l s , each designated N o l l A In 
B l o c k s 56, 57, and 99. Mar ine Technica l Services I n c . (1965) conducted tho 
geophys i ca l work f o r Blocks 5 5 , 56* 57* ond 99 . John E. Chores ond Assoc ia tes , 
I n c . * conducted tho photodocumentat lon survey o f t h o sea bottoa. o t ond In t ho 
areas contiguous t o tho t h r o e proposed o x p l o r a t o r y d r i l l i n g s i t e s located 1n 
D o s t l n Dome Area, Blocks 56 ( X S - G 6406)* 57 (XS-G 6407)* ond 99 (OCS-G 6410) . 
John E. Chances and Assoc ia tes , I n c . * decided t o conduct o s i t e -spec I f Ic t r o l l 
s u r v e y cons is t ing of e i gh t r o d l o l s Ot 45 degree a rq les extended t o 0 minimum of 
1*820 meters from tho propossd d r i l l s i t e s . 

Tho survey conducted cons is ted o f each rad ia l ex tend ing a minimum o f 2*275 meters 
f r om each proposed d r i l l s i t e . Tho r a t i o n a l e f o r extending tho r o d l o l s t o 
2 ,275 meters uss formulated f rom a combinat ion o f t h o two MMS op t i ons f o r photo­
documentat lon surveys. Ex tend ing the r ad la l s t o 2*275 meters provides t h s 1*820 
n-ator coverage required by Op t i on one and combined w i t h the 100 meter regu la to ry 
cove rage on e i ther s ide o f t h o r a d l a l s prov ided by o p t i o n two* permi ts t h o loca­
t i o n o f d r i l l i n g operat ions anywhere w i t h i n the shaded area (F igure 2* photo-
docuawarttatlon survey), w h i l e s t i l l meeting t h o s t i p u l a t e d requi rements . A 
p o t e n t i a l shallow geologic hazards survey o f the area conducted by Marine 
T e c h n i c a l Services I n c . ( 1985 ) , revealed tho presence o f several p o t e n t i a l 
h a r d / l i v e bottoms In t ho survey s r s s and th ree a d d i t i o n a l l i n o s were added t o t hs 
photodocumentatlon survey des ign 1n order t o p rov ide photographic coverage o f tho 
p o t e n t i a l hard/1 Ivo bottos* oroos Ind ica ted by t ho geophysical data from t h s 

shallow hazard survsy. 

Good c o r r e l a t i o n uaa ob ta ined when t h o l o c a t i o n o l t h o suspected l i v e bottom 
a reas In fer red by geophysical data woro o v e r l a i n t y the l o c a t i o n o f the l i v e 
bo t t oms ground t ru thod d u r i n g t h o photodocumentatlon survey. Tho most ex tens ive 
h a r d / l i v e bottom aroa begins 1n t he northwest quadrant o f Block 57* runs 
d i a g o n a l l y through Block 56 snd te rmina tes In t h o nor theas t quadrant o f Block 99* 
c o v e r i n g on area o f approx imate ly 27*000 f o o t 1n l eng th ond 300 t o 500 f o o t In 
w i d t h * w i t h o r e l i e f rang ing f rom 3 t o 10 f o o t . A l though geophysical do ts 
I n d i c a t e s t h s t tho bank extends wa l l I n t o t h o n o r t h c o n t r o l p o r t o f Block 57* 
v i d e o ground t r u t h 1ng w . th photos reveals t h o t t h i s 0Ktor>s1**O h a r d / l i v e bottom 
a roa 1s exposed beginning o t 0 p o i n t 900 f o o t east o f t h o ( o r i g i n a l ) we l l s i t e I n 
t h o northwest quadrant o f B lock 5 7 . Tho remaining h a r d / l i v e bottom areas ars 
l o c a t e d 1n tho southern snd eas te rn p o r t i o n s o f Block 99* ond 1n tho center o f 
B l o c k 57 . These areas are smal l (30 t o 50 f o o t In d i ame te r ) , l o w - r e l i e f ( 1 t o 
2 f o o t ) , snd d isp lay patchy d i s t r i b u t i o n (50 o 200 f o o t spac ing ) . 

Tho o r i g i n a l proposed l o c a t i o n o f Vo l ) A, Block 57 was 3*800 f o o t FWL and 
3*700 f o o t FNL. Phr toJocumentat lon survsy conducted around t h e o r i g i n s ! propossd 
l o c a t i o n Indicated tho presence o f l i v e bottom sross In t h o v i c i n i t y . As s 
r e s u l t , ths prosont proposed w e l l l o c a t i o n uss tx>\ :id t o 6*400 f o o t FNL and 
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4*900 feet FWL* vhlch I s s i tuated on ons of tho photodocumontatlon survey 
t ransec ts (rodlols 4 ond 8, L ino 4 ) * ond I s f ree of Hvo bottoa h s b i t s t s . Tho 
o ther two proposed locat ions 1n Block 56 (2*500 foot FNL ond 2*500 foot FEL) ond 
Block 99 (4*400 foot FNL Olid 4*200 foot FEL) oro also free of Hvo be nom areas 
associated with roof -1 Iks structures s s shown by tho dots col lacted and Indicated 
In tho photodocumentatlon survey. Tho present proposed location of Noll A (Block 
57 ) l loo 2*500 foot southeast of a l i v e bottom area associated with roof-11ke 
s t ruc tures containing 10.9 percent coverage (density of 7 .6 ) of Alcyonarlans 
(Epf 'taiM) snd 3*500 feet northwest of tho patchy low-re l ie f hard/11ve bottoa. 
a r o a . Ths proposed locat ion of Noll A (Block 56) H a s 3*700 foot northwest of o 
H v o bottom area associated with reef-1 iko «+ructures containing 11.0 percent 
coveroge (density of 5 .4 ) of Alcyonarlans a .8 percent coverage of sponges 
(EpHauna) . Ths proposed locat ion of Nell / lock 99) l i e s 2*000-2*300 feet 
wrest-northwest of three separate patchy l o w - r e l i e f hard/11 ve bottom areas , one of 
which (location 6) contains 11.3 percent coveroge (density of 9 .2) of 
Alcyonarlans (Epifauna). V isual No. 6 for Sole 104 ond 105 E I S indicates s 
general current pattern ond d i rec t ion near Blocks 56* 57* snd 99 from o northerly 
t o southern ly d i rec t ion . However* per iodic wind changes would e f f e c t surface 
c u r r e n t pattern snd d i r e c t i o n . The proposed wel l locat ions l i e o s u f f i c i e n t 
d i s t a n c e away from the h a r d / l i v e bottom s r e s s associated with r e e f - l i k e 
s t ruc tu res ss indicated by photos snd the photodocumentatlon survey did not 
I n d i c a t e the presence of other areas associated with r e e f - l i k e s t r u c t u r e s . 
Therefore, further blol ' ca l mit igat ive measures ore not required for the 
proposed ve i l locat ions. 

Richard Ben 
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AIR QUALITY REVirV 

CER/EA Ro. kl-23 f f Due Data 3' £~ P«£ Laaaa (a) OCS-C C*j*C ( g j g f g f ^ 

*iock(.) 4T7 <?<? Are. a2k*/A 2>amr 

Onahora Emissions 

Onahora laaa: ri(L*i/a £ £ j L Raw or Revised: Yea Ro ^ 

Onshore Emissions Calculations (If onshore baae I f new or revised): 

RÔ  tona/yr; CO tona/yr; VOC tona/yr; 

TSP tona/yr; SO^ tona/yr 

Offshore Bsleelone 

Major Soureea - Offshore Emissions Calculations: 

M - g j f e t o n a / y r ; CO //</Ttona/yr; VOC V - a j tona/yr; 

TSP 3 7 ? tona/yr; S0 2 3 tona/yr 

Minor Source* - Off ahore Enlaalona Calculaclona: 

W u JV^27 tona/yr; CO 1 tona/yr; VOC / / .SV tona/vr; 

TSP / * * ? tor.e/vr; S 0 , ^ 3 . B » /tona/yr 

Total Offshore Emlaaions: 

RO^Vtl^^tona/yr; CO 4.^1,tons/yr; VOC /t,.c7tona/yr; 

TSP /f^Jt< tona/vr; $ 0 n 2 7 . / J tona/yr 

Em' n» Exemption Calculations 

stance to Nearest Land ln Statute Miles: 

jieaiptlon: For CO; E - WOOD2'3 - gZ ^ J f j f l | tona/yr 

For R 0 K , VOC, TSP, S0 2; E • 33.3D - f Xone/yr 

Triors, v i l l ba aignificant effect on air quality from tha propoaad action: 

«••• *> 

Information tourca(s); /?/aW B £ ; S ^ A t t 

ite/Racosaaendatlona.: S ^ ^ m x J u J g J a t / / T ^ a d f / 

Wtaoto^&V et^1*/^* 4Q ^ D a t o ^ 



UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 
MEMORANDUM 

To: Supervisor, Exploration/Development Plans Unit, Plans, Platform ond 
Pipeline Section, Rules ond Production, Gulf of Mexico Region (RP-2-1) 

Froa: Supervisor, Platform/Pipeline Unit, Plans, Platform ond Pipeline 
Section, Rules ond Production, Gulf of Mexico Region (RP-2-2) 

Subject: ^ l a n of Exploretion for Q o N Q L * , . 

r l f l f l i BlockS4jgT, 4̂ 1 . l c ~ « OCS-G t ^ i f W 0 7 

30 CFR 25C 34 Control No. N. — ^ B f t 

Proposed Moll /Platfora: 

Identification and Location Existing Pipelines within 500 Fttt 

to ttt 4>Zr»er^lvV?rt s'£sH N ^ H . 

•SIN i i^ lA^oa'f t t i < g o o Aet _ U 

Reaerts 

mmuKs mAKwyjtnr ami 

JAW 31 EKb 

*s— 

FTor»^s:1v:01sk 5 

Robert F. Kelly 



UNITED STATES GOVERN*! 
MEM OR i j'J" 

Oitt: J^jj " *> 

To: Suptrvltor, Expiorttlor/Dtvtlopmtnt R.tns Unit (RR-Z-1) 

Froa: Wttrlct Suptrvltor, pcvfarr^.; SPA Dis t r ic t , ( P O - S ) 

Jubjtct: rlaztrds MvltM/Recoaatndttlont for Approval 

Fltn of Exploration ( X* 1 - Development/Production ( ) 

*••*<»> mmim, t 

OPtrwor(t) C L o ^ Q < a ^ ^ ^ « ^ 
7 

Tho tubjtct proposal Includts ' platforas. 

( ^ ^ T S * . « = \ wt l l t . tnd ptptHntt. 

Setfloor haztrds: b b ? ? ' f l ' f£j£Z± £odk&T& 0/0 ^Utr^ 

Mtu cv7 Sid»* TTteoM • /ftr" ey/t^rM rxs 
A£ it f'&'Act*? • 

Subsurface Hazards: bb<f<> 'A'' ~7~0 " t t /^O^T'S. 

&UA/TU& <^M(t<-o^ fcU'tT (•{ - 7 7 r ^ s _ s 
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Otntr I^MPtS (PI P« 11 fit. Sunktn Ships, CJb l t i . t i c . ) A ' ^ A £ 

Olhtr toot** Klntr. l fttsources (land. tVttVl . Sh#v,, » U . ) M ^ « L C 

ttcom/itftditlon for approval: 

-^Skmlmt *********** 
D i s t r i c t Suptrvisor 

r t f ( . , : / 
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Ar«f»€MDIX C - REVIEW FROM OTHER AGENCIES 



United States Department of the Interior 
FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE 

Divis ion of Ecological Services 
1612 June Avenue 

Panaaa City, Florida 32405-3721 

February 21, 1986 

randum 

To: Acting Regional Director, Oulf of Mexico OCS Region, Minerala 
Management Service, Metairie, LA attn: RP-2-1 

FT OBI: Pleld Supervieor, geological Service-, U.S. Plah and Wildlife 
Service, Panaaa City, Florida 

Subject: Initial Plan of Exploration, Conoco Inc . , Leases OCS-G 6406, 6407, 
aad 6410, Blocka 56, 57, and 99, raapectlvoly, Deatln Done Aroa, 
DM 655-1769 

The Fiah and wildlife Service haa reviewed the eubject document ln accordance 
with 655 DM 1. The document covera the exploratory dr i l l ing of one well (A) 
ln blocka 56, 57. 99, Deatln Done Area. 

Oo November 26, 1985 a Service biologist attended a pre-perait application 
nee ting with Conoco Inc. and the State of Florida. Both walla ln blocka 
"6 and 99 are a nlnlaun of 600 aetera (2000 ft) away froa any live/hard 
bottoa areaa. The original well location ln block 57 wee within 76 meters 
(250 f t ) of a rocky outcrop reefal trend area. Per our recommendations 
ot the moating Conoco haa relocated the wall to a aand/ahall ha ah araa 
800 aetera (2500 ft) away froa the outcrop area. 

We ore pleased to aae aee that Conoco addreaaed our concerns and modified 
their plana accordingly. Therefore, wa have no objection to the propoaed 
operationa. 

We appreciate the opportunity to provide coaao«*ta. 

ect 
NMFS, Panama City, FL 

LAS/cb 
37/K 
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UNITED STATES DEPABTMSrfir OS COMMERCE 
Mll lsnsl Oeeenlc and Atmreeher'T Arimlnli 
NATiONAl MARINE FIBMLfltCS SE f- -Cl 

Southeast Regional / f e e 
9450 Koger B o u l e v a r i 
S t . Petersburg F l o r i d . J70 2 

February 20, 1986 F/SER113:EK 

Regional Supervisor 
Minera l s Management S e r v i c e 
P. 0. Box 7944 
M e t a i r i e . Louisiana 70010 

Dear S i r : 

T h i a i a in response to your l e t t e r of February 4, 1966, l n 
which you enclosed copies w.c B x p l o r a t l o n P lans f o r S h e l l Of f shore , 
Inc . ( 0 - 4 3 3 ) to d r i l l w a l l s i n C h a r l o t t e Harbor blocks 622, 623, 
667, and) 711, and s p l sn f o r Conoco, I n c . to d r i l l w e l l s ln D e s t l n 
blocks 66 . 66. 57. 99. and 100. The National Marine F i s h e r i e s 
S e r v i c e has reviewed the support ing documents f o r the proposals snd 
o f f e r t t fol lowing f o r your c o n s i d e r a t i o n . 

Tha S h e l l Offshore D r i l l i n g : l oca t ions s r e i n areas of a lgae-
covered bottoms. L i t t l e i s known about the e f f e c t of the discharge 
of c u t t i n g s and f l u i d s on t h i s community. S ince the area of a lgae 
bottom i a extensive, i t eppaars tha t moving the s u r f a c e l o c e t i o n of 
the w e l l would do l i t t l e to reduce poss ib l e adverse i a p a c t s to t h i s 
community. Therefore, y racoaasand t h s t s study of the f a t e snd 
e f f e c t s of the disch: «, • of c u t t i n g s snd f l u i d s on t h i s coaaunity be 
i n i t i a t e d . 

Tha Conoco, Inc . s i t e s appear f s r enough reaoved f r o a the l i v e 
bottoa a r e a s to preolude adveree i a p a c t s . There fore , we have no 

Wa apprec iate the opportuni ty to review the p lans . Should you 
have any quest ions , p lease c o n t e c t Dr. Ed Keppner of. our Fsnsxm C •ty 
Area O f f i c e at 904-234-DOoi . 

S i n c e r e l y yours , 

^ - B i chard J . Hoogland 
A s s i s t a n t Regional D i r e c t o r 
Habitat Conservat ion D i v i s i o n 
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©fftrc of iljc (femernnr 
R E C E I V E 0 

MAR i o 1986 
B»»H GKAHAM 

OOVCMNOB fjir. -f i > . *£ -«" f : r ! • v , 
• • Leasing & Environment 

•arch 11, 1986 

Mr . A Donal4 Glroir 
Minerala Management Service 
Oulf ef Hexico legion 
3301 North Causeway Boulevard 
Metairie. Louiaiasw 70002 

j 3 1986 

*ui£*' » . . . C TI: I . 

Deer Mr. Glroir: 

In reeponee to your letter of February 10 *#te, thit office hae reviewed 
end coordinated a review of the oroooeed Exploration Plsn/gnvlronaantal 
Report end ita accompanying Live Bottom Surveys for Leases OCS-G 0404, 
0407, end 0410 ln Blocks 54, 54 end 0t, reepectiveiy (Control io. y-2388) 

Conoco proposes drilling one to three wella with one well olte in eeeh 
block. Dril l ing will begin ln l lock 54. Subsequent dri l l ing wi l l depone 
on reeulte obtained froa dr i l l ing the f i r s t well. In generel, wa find 
these document- well written and adequately supply inforaation necessary 
to addreee tke stlpulstlons for Conoco to d r i l l in theee blocks. 

Photod cumemtatlon of each well s i te skewed tke preeerea of extensive 
reef a 1 l ive bottoa areas snd patchy lew rel ief l ive bottoa. with tke 
aoveaant of tha dr i l l site in Block 37, aa described ln tke site-specific 
report, l ive bottoa sress sre ef sufficient distance frea propoaad 
d r i l l i n g to afford adequate protection. He appreciate Conoco taking the 
in i t ia t ive to move the s i t s end therefore kelp in protecting tkls 
important resource. 

although not crit ical to your set lon regarding approval/disapproval of 
this plan we hove several eoaaonts concerning these documents. These 
are attached fer your inforaation. 

Additional written comments froa the Departments of fnvironmental 
Regulation, natural Resources, State, end the Governor's Energy Office 
sre attached for your information. 

This l e t ter desa not constitute s concurrence or objection to the 
consistency certification which accompanied the Exploration Plen. The 
propoeed location of oi l s p i l l eq Ipment snd response times (ae outlined 
in the State reouired reoponse plsn) sre considered inadequate for 
reeponee to s potential s p i l l which could enter state waters. Ms wi l l 

An Aff i rmative Ac t ion Eqeel Opeorteney Employer 
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Letter to Nr. A. Don*Id Glroir 
Pege Two 

therefore request dlteueeiene of thit problem with Conoco before our 
objeetlon or concurrence ie mode. 

Me appreciate the opportunity to review theae documenta end hope thet our 
comminte wi l l be addreeeed ln future document•. 

Paul 0. Johnoon 
Governmental Anal/at 

POJ/ 

•ncloauree 
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S T » r t o r rLO«io« 

ffiffice of % Cloliemor 
TMf C»»i 'Ol 

•A. . » . . » S S 1 I U i c 

BOB GRAHAM 
OOVCWNOM 

COMOCO - DESTIB DOME 
BLOCKS 56, 57 and 99 

MAR 13 1996 

Under Section D. - Onehore Support Bets, page 2, Conoco indicate* that 
raiiaeaa City . Plorida wi l l be used eo the beee of operations for the 
proposed activitlea. Distance froa Panaaa City to the Conoco loess 
blocks i s approximately 00 miles; vereue 25.5 mi lea frea Ponaacola. 
Florida end 42 alios frea Mobile. Alebeaa. Tke State quae tion* the 
selection of tke more distent e i te for s support beee. especially in 
regards te o i l spi l l response capabilities and et eee sefety in ths 
transport of materials snd personnel. Additional coaasnts snd 
eusn.estiona on this question follow under ths Bite-specific Environmental 
Import end tho Oil Spi l l analysis end Reeponee Plen review. 

Under eection P. - mud From ram, peso 3. Conoco statea that. "If snd 
whan a o i l based aud system i s used, the cuttinge snd o i l beeed aud w i l l 
be collected for onshore diepoeel end wi l l not be discharged into the 
ocean'*. Later ln ths Proposed and Program for a 29,500 - Foot 
Exploratory ball (Attachment IV, p.30) tho operetor statea that the o i l 
based aud systsa to be used at 21,000 - 23,500 feet w i l l consist of 
mineral o i l . This is the f i r s t Plen of Exploration where mineral o i l has 
bean specifically indicated in the aud prograa. As with other o i l baaed 
d r i l l i n g auds we encourage Conoco's plsn for onshore raaoval versus 
offshore diacharge of this material. 

Under section G. Geoloaleal aaj mWm\m%\kmtl Information. peso 3, Conoco 
includes the shallow haxarda report with tke seismic structure map dots 
as proprietary snd hsvs deleted this froa our copies of ths Plen of 
Exploration. I t is our understanding, according to aTAS' rules snd 
regulations, thst this shallow has ard seismic data i s not proprietory snd 
should be included in tke report. 

Under eection I . Oil f P l U lYtVaffiUoP MM amMrPPMt. psg« A, Conoco 
etetee thet reeponee time froa Panama City, Plorida, where the Cleen Oulf 
Aeeocletee fsst reeponee unit i s stockpiled, is expected to be about 
12-14 hours if ths boot i s s t the dock or approximately 16-20 hours i f 
the boat is on location in the Destin Doao area. Because of tho short 

An Affirm*rv , Action Equal Op»oate«e> Emptey-r 
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Page Two 

distance and time-franc l t would take o i l , i f spilled, to roach shore (aa 
detailed in tha Oil Spi l l Trajectory analyaia) tha state feels these 
response times ara inadequate. Additional comments and suggestions on 
thlo iaaua will follow under tha O i l Sp i l l Analyaia and Response Plan 
re viae*. 

Sr.E-SPfcWlC ^IRQMMEWTAL RgpORT 

Under ame tion C. - Objective of thm Proposed Activit iaa. pogo 3. Conoco 
ident i f iea three well locutions, one aach in Blocka 56, 37 and 99. Since 
tha radial design photodocumentatlon covers only these three well s ites, 
end no well locations have been identified in Blocka 55 and 100, tha 
State' a comments regarding this Plan of Exploration covers only theae 
three well sites. Federal Consistency Certification consideration slso 
w i l l address only these three well s i tes . 

PIWTO-DOCUMEWTI 

The Photo documentation survey submitted by Conoco and the it consultants 
weo well prepared and received by the State. The use of the Remote 
Controlled Vehicle (ROV) proved very effective In documenting tho 
hobitoto and species assemblages surrounding tho well s i t s s and provided 
additional quantified data for comparison of density and coverage of live 
bottomm species snd species groups, we encourage tho uoo of this survsy 
tool in future photo documentation surveys in the eastern Oulf. 

Enclosures 1, 2, snd 3 show tha proposed loatlons of the wells in Blocks 
50, 97 end 99. Block 57 well locetion wes identified as being within 200 
feet of en Important Hvo bottoa aroa. Based on discussions with the 
State, and as described in the Exploration Plsn snd the Site-Specific 
Environmental Report, the location of the well was moved slong an 
exieting photo-survey transect l ine 2,000 feet froa the l ive bottoa. I t 
would be helpful ln future documents If Conoco or their consultant would 
indicate ths now location on the enclosures before sanding to BUS for 
review. 

OIL ITILL T U J K T O K nMALYilt AMP mr^amaLPeMI 

Wa applaud Conoco snd their consultants in providing s wall prepared 
document Ths summation of the trajectories under various wind 
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Page Three 

condition* and density currents, ss presented in Figures 2, 3, 4 snd 5. 
hes shade ths interpretation of tho dsts essler for our reviewers, ss many 
are not familiar with ths physical oceanography of tha sres. also of 
nota i s ths presentation of wind conditions in Figures 7 and t. Taa would 
encourage this approach in future plans. 

This exploration plsn is the f i r s t of many which we w i l l receive, in 
which the blocks ars very neer to shors. In the past, ths distance to 
shore hee sllowed adequate o i l s p i l l response times during onshore Loop 
Current intrusions end tropical depressions; thst i s , s t leest two days. 

• locks 34 end 37 srs only 15.3 miles fron Florida's terr i tor ia l weters. 
according to tho trajectory analyaia sn o i l s p i l l could enter these 
weters in less thsn s day end e helf under s strong wind condition, 
paeeege of s stem front or onshore Loop Current (see Teble 2). Beeponee 
times for Panama City, where the Support Bass snd Pest Beeponee Unit srs 
located under this plsn, would be 12 to 14 hours i f the vesssl i s in port 
end 14 to 20 hours i f the vessel i s st tbs platform. Beeponee tines fron 
Peneecole, e distance of only 25.5 miles, is estimated et six snd s half 
hours. Thess times do not ref lect mobilization and deployment of cleen­
up personnel and equipment, snd in the stste*s opinion sre not adequate 
te deal with sn oi l s p i l l . 

Since the Oil Spill Trajectory analysis and Beeponee Plsn is s 
requirement of ths State of Florida under our Coeetel Zone Management 
Federal Consistency Program, we w i l l contact Conoco to discuss aeons of 
correcting this situation prior to our concurrence or objection to the 
coneletency certification. 

PGJ/t le 
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STATE OF FLORIDA 

DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL REGULATION 

TWIN T O U M M O F F I C * . BU ILD ING 
M M B L A I R S T O N t R O A D 
T A L L A H A U I I , F L O P ' D A 32301 8241 

• O S G R A H A M 
G O V t R N O R 

V I C T O R I A J T S C H I N K S L 
S E C R E T A R V 

March 10, 1986 

Ms. Debby Tucker r; - .: " : asKt 
Office of Planning and Budgeting 
Office of tho Governor 0 . M C 

404 Carlton Building MAK 1 A 1980 
Tallahassee, Florida 32301 
_ _ . RULES A'.J r.'.j;cCTJ?r; 
Dear Debby: 

Ro: Plan of Exploration and Federal Consistency Certif ication, 
Dostln Dome Blocks 56, 57 and 99, Conoco Inc. 

Conoco proposes to d- i l l up to throe wells, one on each of tho referenced 
blocks. Tht bottoms of these blocks are sand/shell hash Interrupted by 
soft and hard 11vt bottom communities. A prominent reef bank feature 
crosses Blocks 57 and 56. 

The revised Area and Site-Specific Environmental Reports are well done 
ond offer a more complete picture of area resources than was possible 
with the DeSoto Canyon AER and SERs. This Is because a number of stations 
from previous scienti f ic studies are in the Destln Dome AER area and 
because photodocumentatlon surveys were conducted. 

This imo-oved level of documentation has allowed Conoco to develop 
exploration plans with consideration for habitat protection. The 
decision to relocate the Block 57 wellsite to avoid hard bottom habitat 
is a superior example of genuine compliance with the biological stipulation. 
With this change, a l l three wellsites have been shown to be located In 
sand bottoms. The distance of the wells from l ive bottom areas 1s 
expected to afford suff icient protection such that monitoring or uti l ization 
o f the EPA discharge rate limitation curve Is not necessary. Consequently, 
we believe exploration wells cen be dril led at the proposed locations 
with minimal disturbance to the marine resources of those blocks. 

The oi l spill response program Is adequate overal l . The projections of 
landfall times for the onshore loop scenarios would be tho most problematic. 
Although this 1s a low probability occurrence, we believe it should be 
considered In response planning. An accidental spi l l under those conditions 
would require a swift shoreline response strategy. We recommend that 
the footnote on Table 4 (Response Plan, p. 26) be oxpanded specifying 
where shoreline protection equipment Is located and the response timet 
necessary to deploy i t to the Impacted shoreline. The referenced Racal 
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Ms. Debby Tucker 
Page Two 
March 10, 1986 

Survey, Inc. (1985, Appendix I) provides strategies for cleanup but does 
not evaluate the feasibi l i ty of the recommendations, I .e . Is the necessary 
oqulpeent available? 1s there access to the various shorelines? are tho 
response times adequate? we recommend an FRU be based on board the 
drill ing rig to maximize onsite response capabilit ies. 

Ho believe these concerns should be discussed with Conoco prior to 
completion of the federal consistency review. He have no objections to 
exploration of these blocks under the OCS Lands Act. 

Cordially. 

Lynn F. Griffin 
Environmental Specialist 
Intergovernmental Programs 

Review Section 

LFG/jb 

c c : Dive worley 
Steve Fox 
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State of Florida 
DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES 
DS. ELTON J. GISSENDASNFft 
Eaerwita Director 
Marjory Stoaeraan Douilat BwiMini 
.'•00 C o m m o n w e a l : u B o u l r x r d la l l aha t iec . H o n d a V ' l K 

Pleura R e p l y t o : •UREAU OF GEOLOGY 
90) WEST TENNESSEE STREET 
(Corrm of T t i i i M i i and Wooawrc. BrWS*) 
T A l L A H A S S E E , F L O R I P * Jl304 779i 

BOB G R A H A M 

GEORGE FIRESTONE 
S m t t a r r o f Slaaa 

JIM SMITH 

GERALD A. LEWIS 
ComrHrotWr 

BILL UUNTER 
Tl aaaa m 

DOYLE CONNER 
C o m m l m o n r r a l A f r t r u l t u r * 

RALPH D. TURLINGTON 
C o m m i M i o n t r a f Educa t ion 

KEMORANDUM 

TO: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

Februory 21. 1 986 

>bby Tucker and 
aul Johnson 
f f lce of the Governor \ 

Malt Schmidt. Chief I j J ^ - ^ 
Bureau of Geology 

Review of the "Description of Proposed Action' 
regarding Dostln Dome Blocks 56, 57, and 99 

I have reviewed the sect ion c f th is plan as requested and have no 
m t on Conoco's proposed d r i l l i n g . 

WS/sr 

m r \: \x:Mizoa toon 

MAR 13 1986 
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rlXDRILVK DErrXrTTT^EjNT O F STATE 
Gcxxge Firestone 

Secretary of f 

D'VISIOr, OF A" .v/RS. 
HISTORY AND HFCOfi • SfiAQCMErlT 

The Capitol. Tallahassee. Florida 3kJC!-8020 
(904) 400 1460 

February 28, 1986 in Reply Refer to: 

Ms. Deborah Tucker 
Intergovernmental Clep- rgSouse 
Office of the Governor • Tnw Capitol 
Tallahassee, Elorida 111V 

RE: Your Memorandum and attachments of February 1", 196$ 
Cultural Re5' re* Assessment Request 
Exploration *•an/Environment Report Destin Dome Blocks 
55, 56, 57, >9 and 100 (SAI No. FLr607140808C) in the 
Gulf of Mexico 

Dear Nr. Tucker: 

h\ accordance with the procedure~< cu.iv* . d in Ih . . F . R . , Part 
800 ("Pr cedurea for the Protection of ' .«Tj»i. nil Cultural 
Pr r*irs"), we have renewed tne above re5>.«ic*d project for 

't impact to archaeological and histori .ai sites or properties 
1 i g l o r eligible for listing, u> the Nation.-. Register Historic 
l : The outhorities for these procedures aie the National 
historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 69-665) as amended by 
r . i . . 91-243, P.L. 93-54, P.L.94-422, P .L. >4-458 and P.L. 96-515, 

nd Presidential Executive Order 1!S93 ("Protection and Hnhancement 
j . the Cultural Environment"). 

Ne have reviewed the Site-Specific Environment'' Reports 
prepared by Racal-Decca Survey, Inc. for Conoco; Inc , regarding 
the above referenced projects, based on ihe locations of the subject 
tracts, i t is the opinion of '*> office tr.at the prtvased exploration 
activities are highly unlikel, effect any archaeological or historical 
sites or properties listed, or eligible for listen,., iv the National 
Register of Hist'rlc Places, or otherwise of national, stote or local 
significance. %T u r d , tnerefnre, these activities to b» consistent 
with cultural resour:e management issues. 

• J ? 1b95 

M ;:*B 

.'like Wiaenbaker 
historic Si tes Specia l is t 
Ck-04) 487-2333 
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Ms. Deborah Tucker 
February 28, 1986 
Page Two 

If you Have any questions concerning our comments, pl^a-c do 
not hesitate :o contact us. 

Your interest and cocpe ratio., in hairing to protect Florida's 
archaeological and historical resources an appreciated. 

S i n c e r e l y , 

><Gef.-ge W. Perc? 
SL» . of Historic Preservation 
Ch:ic r 

GW7/efk 
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OFFICE OF TH* GOVERNOR 

., rtorfa J7J01 i - i l l 

M£MORANDUM 

to Debby rucker, OCS Committee, Planning and Budgeting, Office) 
of th«i Govirn^r 

»•»•* w. W. Gooae, Gov*rr.or*r Energy Office 

St****"Exploration Plan/Environmental Report Deatin Dome B 1:7ka 55, 56, 
Oate: February 21, 1986 57, 99 and 100 (SAX6 .-L8602140808C) 

Tb 'Deacription of the Propoeed Action" taken from the Envii ^mental 
Rtr ct/Exploration Plan for Deatin Dome Blocka 56, 57, and 99 has 
boon reviewed. The plan submitted by Conoco I n c . , appeara adequate 
and ro other comment a aro made. 
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