
United States Department of the Interior
BUREAU OF OCEAN ENERGY MANAGEMENT

Gulf of America OCS Region
1201 Elmwood Park Boulevard
New Orleans, LA  70123-2394

In Reply Refer To:  GM 235D                    June 18, 2026

Ms. Brenda Montalvo
Murphy Exploration & Production Company - USA
9805 Katy Freeway, Suite G-200
Houston, Texas  77024

Dear Ms. Montalvo,

Reference is made to the following plan:

   Control No. S-8225
   Type Supplemental Development Operations Coordination Document
   Received April 17, 2026, amended May 15 and 27, and June 5, 2026
  Lease(s) OCS-G 16987, Block 425, Walker Ridge Area (WR)

OCS-G 16997, Block 469, Walker Ridge Area (WR)

The Minerals Management Service Walker Ridge Block 425 Unit Agreement Number is 
754306013.

You are hereby notified that the approval of the subject plan has been granted as of June 18, 
2026, in accordance with 30 CFR 550.270(b)(1).

This approval includes the activities proposed for Subsea Well SS005 in WR Block 425.

In accordance with 30 CFR 556.901(d), additional security may be required for your proposed 
activities. Prior to conducting activities in which you need to obtain approvals and/or permits 
described in 30 CFR 550.281(a) from the appropriate District Manager or BSEE Regional 
Supervisor, you must contact BOEM Risk Management Operations Section by email at 
boemrmos@boem.gov to determine if additional security is required and comply with any 
demand for this security.

The Bureau of Ocean Energy Management (BOEM) and the Bureau of Safety and 
Environmental Enforcement (BSEE) proposed action under the 2025 NMFS Biological Opinion 
includes robust avoidance or minimization measures (i.e., protocols), and those measures will 
continue to be implemented in the Gulf of America as project criteria under the 2026 Endangered 

OCSLA (43 
U.S.C. §§ 1331 et seq.). You must comply with the project criteria for all activities conducted 
pursuant to the plan. Activities conducted in association with the subject approval must adhere to 
these project criteria, including all reporting requirements therein. BOEM and BSEE will 
continue to implement project criteria for oil and gas related activities in the Gulf for post-lease 
activities, as well as any amendments/clarifications as deemed appropriate in the future.
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The following project criteria found in the Enclosure entitled, Protected Species Project Criteria 
for the Oil and Gas Program in the Gulf of America are applicable for your proposed activities. 
The numbering below corresponds to the numbering found in the attached document: 
 

Attachment 2:  
                                                     

Protected Species Reporting Project Criteria  

 
-water Line Precaution Project Criteria  

 
These measures are designed to promote environmental protection, consistent environmental 
policy, compliance with environmental laws, and safety. 
 
If you have any questions or comments concerning this approval, please contact Tehirah Barkum 
at (504) 736-7504 or Tehirah.barkum@boem.gov. 
 
                                      Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
       for Bernadette Thomas 
        Regional Supervisor 
        Office of Leasing and Plans 
 
Enclosure 
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A.2 Marine Debris 

Marine debris poses a threat to fish, marine mammals, sea turtles, and potentially other 

marine animals; causes costly delays and repairs for commercial and recreational boating 

interests; detracts from the aesthetic quality of recreational shore fronts; and increases the 

cost of beach and park maintenance. The discharge of garbage and debris has been the 

subject of strict laws, such as MARPOL-Annex V and the Marine Debris Act, 33 U.S.C. 

1951 et seq., and regulations imposed by various agencies including the United States 

Coast Guard (USCG) and the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA). 

These protocols will be implemented by BOEM, BSEE, and lessees in complying with 

OCSLA (43 U.S.C. §§ 1331 et. seq), ESA (16 U.S.C. §§ 1531-1544) and/or MMPA (16 

U.S.C. §§1361- 1423h). The BOEM/BSEE proposed action under the 2025 NMFS BiOp 

includes robust avoidance or minimization measures (i.e., protocols), and those measures 

will continue to be implemented in the Gulf of America as project criteria under the 2026 

Endangered Species Committee Order, as well as pursuant to the Bureaus’ authority under 

OCSLA (43 U.S.C. §§ 1331 et seq.). 

A.2.1 Definitions 

Marine debris means as any object or fragment of wood, metal, glass, rubber, plastic, cloth, 
paper or any other solid, human-made item or material that is lost or discarded in the marine 
environment by the Lessee while conducting oil and gas activities on the OCS in connection 
with a lease, grant, or approval issued by BOEM and BSEE. 

A.2.2 Protocol 

A.2.1.1 Marine Debris Placards 

The permit holders must post placards that include each of the information text boxes in 

Attachment 2 (Section A.2.4) of this Project Criteria in prominent places on all vessels, 

offshore training or orientation areas engaged in oil and gas operations in the Gulf of 

America OCS or where activity occurs. Each of the placards depicted, with the language 

specified, must be displayed on a 5x8 inch format or larger. One or more areas may be 

omitted if there is insufficient space. These notices must be referenced, and their contents 

explained, during any initial orientation given on the vessel. Placards must be sturdy 

enough to withstand the local environment and must be replaced when damage or wear 

compromises readability. 

A.2.1.2 Marine Debris Training and Certification Process 

All vessel operators, employees, and contractors performing OCS activities on behalf of 

the lessee must complete marine debris awareness training annually. The training consists 

of two parts: 

1. viewing a marine debris training video or slide show (described below); and 

2. receiving an explanation from management personnel that emphasizes their 

commitment to the requirements. 

The marine debris training videos, training slide packs, and other marine debris related 

educational materials may be found at https://www.bsee.gov/debris and 

https://www.ooctraining.org/. The training videos, slides, and related material may be 

downloaded directly from the website. 

Lessees engaged in oil and gas activities must continue to develop and use a marine debris 

http://www.bsee.gov/debris
http://www.ooctraining.org/
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awareness training and certification process that reasonably assures that they, and their 

respective employees, contractors, and subcontractors are, in fact, trained. 

The training process must include the following elements: 

1. A viewing of either the video or the slide show by the personnel specified above; 

2. An explanation from the management that conveys the commitment of the 
company to achieve the objectives of the debris containment requirement; 

3. Attendance measures (initial and annual); and 

4. Recordkeeping and availability of records for inspection by BSEE. 

Training Report: By January 31st of each year, the lessee must provide BSEE with an 

annual report (1–2 pages) signed by a company official that describes your marine debris 

awareness training process, number of people trained, estimated related costs, and certifies 

that the training process has been followed for the previous calendar year. You should send 

the report and any questions concerning compliance by email to marinedebris@bsee.gov. 

In lieu of emailing the report, you may send a printed copy to: 

 

Bureau of Safety and Environmental Enforcement 

Environmental Compliance Division - Gulf of America Section 

1201 Elmwood Park Blvd. 

New Orleans, Louisiana 70123 

 

A.2.3. Marine Debris Marking and Securing 

Marking: Materials, equipment, tools, containers, and other items used in OCS activities 

which could be lost or discarded overboard must be clearly marked with the vessel or 

facility identification. All markings must clearly identify the owner and must be durable 

enough to resist the effects of the environmental conditions to which they may be exposed. 

Securing: Materials, equipment, tools, containers, and other items used in OCS activities 
which could be lost or discarded overboard must be properly secured to prevent loss 
overboard. 

1.  Marine Debris Incidents 

Recovery: Lessees must recover marine debris that is lost or discarded in the marine 

environment while performing OCS activities. If the marine debris is located within the 

boundaries of a potential archaeological resource and/or avoidance area, or a sensitive 

ecological and/or benthic resource area, the Lessee must contact BSEE for approval prior to 

conducting any recovery efforts that could impact the seafloor. The Lessee must enact steps 

throughout its OCS program to prevent similar incidents and must submit a description of 

these actions to BSEE in the Recovery Report below. 

48-Hour Report: Lessees must submit a report to BSEE within 48 hours of a marine debris 

incident via marinedebris@bsee.gov. The “48-Hour Report” must describe recovery efforts 

or explain in detail if the Lessee determined that debris recovery is not warranted because 

(a) conditions are unsafe; (b) debris is insignificant and unrecoverable because it has floated 

away or sunk to the seafloor; or (c) debris is insignificant and immediate recovery is cost 

prohibitive. If conditions are unsafe, recovery must be attempted when conditions become 

safe. The Lessee must recover the marine debris lost or discarded if BSEE does not agree 

with the reasons provided by the Lessee to be relieved from the obligation to recover the 

mailto:marinedebris@bsee.gov
mailto:marinedebris@bsee.gov
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marine debris. The 48- Hour Report must also include the following: 

a) project identification and contact information for the lessee, operator, and/or 

contractor; 

b) the date and time of the incident; 

c) the lease number, OCS area and block, and coordinates of the object’s location 
(latitude and longitude in decimal degrees); 

d) a detailed description of the dropped object to include dimensions (approximate 

length, width, height, and weight), composition (e.g., plastic, aluminum, steel, 

wood, paper, hazardous substances, or defined pollutants), and whether it floats 

or sinks in seawater; 

e) pictures, data imagery, data streams, and/or a schematic/illustration of the 
object, if available; 

f) indication of whether the lost or discarded item could be a magnetic anomaly of 

greater than 50 nanotesla (nT), a seafloor target of greater than 0.5 m, or a sub- 

bottom anomaly of greater than 0.5m when operating a magnetometer or 

gradiometer, side scan sonar, or sub-bottom profiler in accordance with BOEM’s 

and BSEE’s applicable guidance; 

g) an explanation of how the object was lost; and a description of immediate 

recovery efforts and results, including photos. 

Recovery Plan: The Lessee must submit a “Recovery Plan” to BSEE via 

marinedebris@bsee.gov if marine debris is not recovered in 48 hours and BSEE determines 

that recovery is warranted. If BSEE does not object to an assertion in the 48-Hour Report 

that recovery is not warranted, then a Recovery Plan is not needed. The Recovery Plan must 

be submitted no later than 10 calendar days from the date in which the incident occurred and 

must detail a plan to recover the debris within 30 days from the date in which the incident 

occurred. Unless otherwise objected to by BSEE within 48 hours of the filing of the 

Recovery Plan, the Lessee can proceed with the activities described in the Recovery Plan. 

The Lessee must request and obtain approval of a time extension if recovery activities 

cannot be completed within 30 days from the date in which the incident occurred. 

Recovery Report: The Lessee must submit a “Recovery Report” to BSEE via 

marinedebris@bsee.gov within 10 calendar days from the date in which the recovery 

activities are completed. The Recovery Report must inform BSEE whether the debris has 

been recovered, a description of the recovery activities, and any substantial deviation from 

recovery activities as proposed in the Recovery Plan. The Lessee must describe steps enacted 

throughout all the Lessee’s OCS leases to prevent similar incidents. If recovery was 

performed within 48 hours and described in the 48-Hour Report, or recovery is unwarranted, a 

Recovery Report is not required. 

Decommissioning Application: Information on unrecovered marine debris must be 

included and addressed in the description of the site clearance activities provided in the 

decommissioning application required under 30 CFR § 285.906. 

mailto:marinedebris@bsee.gov
mailto:marinedebris@bsee.gov
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A.2.2 Marine Debris Placards 

 

 

WHAT IS MARINE DEBRIS? 

Marine debris is any object or fragment of wood, metal, glass, rubber, plastic, 

cloth, paper or any other man-made item or material that is lost or discarded 

in the marine environment. Marine debris may be intentionally dumped, 

accidentally dropped, or indirectly deposited. 

Whatever the source, marine debris is a direct result of human activities on 

land and at sea. Depending upon its composition, marine debris may sink to 

the seafloor, drift in the water column, or float on the surface of the sea. 

Certain debris, such as plastics, can persist for hundreds of years in the 

marine environment without decomposing. 

WARNING! 

YOUR ACTIONS MAY SUBJECT YOU TO SEVERE LEGAL 

CONSEQUENCES! 

The disposal and/or discharge of any solid waste anywhere in the marine 

environment (other than ground-up food particles) is strictly prohibited by 

U.S. Coast Guard and Environmental Protection Agency regulations. THIS 

INCLUDES MATERIALS OR DEBRIS ACCIDENTALLY LOST 

OVERBOARD. 

The disposal of equipment, cables, chains, containers, or other materials into 

offshore waters is prohibited by the Bureau of Safety and Environmental 

Enforcement (30 CFR 250.300(b)(6)). THIS INCLUDES MATERIALS OR 

DEBRIS ACCIDENTALLY LOST OVERBOARD. 
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ATTENTION! 

 

 

MARINE DEBRIS MAY CAUSE SEVERE ECOLOGICAL DAMAGE! 

Marine debris discarded or lost from offshore and coastal sources may injure or kill 

fish, marine mammals, sea turtles, seabirds, and other wildlife. 

Thousands of marine animals, including marine mammals, sea turtles and seabirds, die 

every year from being entangled in fishing line, strapping bands, discarded ropes and nets 

and plastic six-pack rings. Additionally, unknown numbers of marine animals die each year 

from internal injury, intestinal blockage, and starvation as a result of ingesting marine debris. 

Marine debris fouls boat propellers and clogs water intake ports on engines thereby 

endangering the safety of fishermen and boaters and resulting in heavy loss of time 

and money. 

Marine debris detracts from the aesthetic quality of recreational beaches and shorelines 

and increases the cost of park and beach maintenance. 
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Attachment 3: The Bureaus’ Vessel Strike Avoidance 
and Injured and/or Dead Aquatic Protected Species 

Reporting Project Criteria 
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A.3 Vessel Strike Avoidance and Injured and/or Dead Aquatic Protected Species 
Reporting Project Criteria  

These protocols (that are also considered project criteria because they were implemented as part 

of NMFS 2025 BiOp proposed action) will be required by BOEM, BSEE, and provide guidelines 

to operators in complying with OCSLA (43 U.S.C. §§ 1331 et seq.), ESA (16 U.S.C. §§ 1531-

1544) and MMPA (16 U.S.C. §§1361- 1423h). The BOEM/BSEE proposed action under the 2025 

NMFS BiOp includes robust avoidance or minimization measures (i.e., protocols), and those measures 

will continue to be implemented in the Gulf of America as project criteria under the 2026 Endangered 

Species Committee Order, as well as pursuant to the Bureaus’ authority under OCSLA (43 U.S.C. §§ 

1331 et seq.). The measures contained herein apply to all vessels associated with the federally 

regulated oil and gas program in the Gulf of America. 

A.3.1 Aquatic Protected Species Identification 

Crew and supply vessel personnel should use a Gulf of America reference guide that includes 

identifying information on marine mammals, sea turtles, and other marine protected species (i.e., 

species that are not marine mammals and ESA- listed such as Gulf sturgeon, giant manta ray, or 

oceanic whitetip shark; hereafter collectively termed “other aquatic protected species”) that may 

be encountered in the Gulf of America OCS or anywhere activity occurs. Vessel operators must 

comply with the below measures except under extraordinary circumstances when the safety of 

the vessel or crew is in doubt or the safety of life at sea is in question. 

A.3.2 Vessel strike avoidance 

1. Vessel operators and crews must maintain a vigilant watch for all aquatic protected 

species and slow down, stop their vessel, or alter course, as appropriate and regardless of 

vessel size, to avoid striking any protected species. A single aquatic protected species at 

the surface may indicate the presence of submerged animals in the vicinity of the vessel; 

therefore, precautionary measures should always be exercised. A visual observer aboard 

the vessel must monitor a vessel strike avoidance zone (species-specific distances 

detailed below) around the vessel according to the parameters stated below, to ensure the 

potential for strike is minimized. Visual observers monitoring the vessel strike avoidance 

zone can be either third-party observers or crew members (e.g., captain), but crew 

members responsible for these duties must be provided sufficient training to distinguish 

aquatic protected species to broad taxonomic groups, as well as those specific species 

detailed further below. 

2. Vessel speeds must also be reduced to 10 knots or less when mother-calf pairs, pods, or 

large assemblages (greater than three) of any marine mammal are observed near a vessel. 

3. All vessels must maintain a minimum separation distance of 100 m from sperm whales, 

and 500 m from any baleen whale to specifically protect the Rice’s whale. If the 

species is indistinguishable, then operators should assume it is a Rice’s whale and act 

accordingly. 

4. All vessels must, to the maximum extent practicable, attempt to maintain a minimum 

separation distance of 50 m from all “other aquatic protected species” including sea 

turtles and manatees, with an exception made for those animals that approach the vessel. 

5. When aquatic protected species are sighted while a vessel is underway, the vessel should 

take action as necessary to avoid violating the relevant separation distance (e.g., attempt 

to remain parallel to the animal’s course, avoid excessive speed or abrupt changes in 

direction until the animal has left the area). If aquatic protected species are sighted within 

the relevant separation distance, the vessel should reduce speed and shift the engine to 
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neutral, not engaging the engines until animals are clear of the area. This does not apply 

to any vessel towing gear (e.g., source towed array and site clearance trawling). 

6. All vessels 20 m (65 ft) or greater in support of oil and gas activities must have a 

functioning AIS onboard and operating at all times as required by the USCG. Even if the 

USCG does not require AIS for the vessel, it is strongly encouraged. At minimum, the 

reporting (as specified) must be followed and include trackline (e.g., time, location, and 

speed) data with Automatic Identification System (AIS) Maritime Mobile Service Identity 

(MMSI) numbers, if available. 

The above requirements do not apply in any case where compliance would create an imminent 
and serious threat to a person or vessel or to the extent that a vessel is restricted in its ability to 
maneuver and, because of that restriction, is unable to comply. 

A.3.3 Injured and/or dead protected species reporting 

At all times, vessel operators must report sightings of any injured or dead aquatic protected 

species as soon as possible but no greater than 24 hours, regardless of whether the injury or death 

was caused by the operator’s vessel. If the injury or death was caused by a collision with the 

operator’s vessel, the operator must immediately report the incident to the appropriate NMFS 

contact below for 24-hour response. The operator must further notify BOEM, BSEE, and NMFS 

immediately of the strike by email to protectedspecies@boem.gov, protectedspecies@bsee.gov 

and takereport.nmfsser@noaa.gov. The report must include the following information: 

1. Name, telephone number, and email of company providing the report; 

2. The vessel name at time of activity; 

3. The lease number; 

4. Time, date, and location (latitude and longitude [lat/long]) of the incident; 
5. Species identification (if known) or description of the animal(s) involved; 

6. Vessel’s speed during and leading up to the incident; 

7. Vessel’s course/heading and what operations were being conducted (if applicable); 

8. Status of all sound sources in use; 

9. Description of avoidance measures/requirements that were in place at the time of the 

strike and what additional measures were taken, if any, to avoid strike; 

10. Environmental conditions (e.g., wind speed and direction, Beaufort Sea State, cloud 

cover, visibility) immediately preceding the strike; 
11. Estimated size and length of animal that was struck; 

12. Description of the behavior of the marine mammal immediately preceding and following 

the strike; 

13. If available, description of the presence and behavior of any other marine mammals 

immediately preceding the strike; 

14. Estimated fate of the animal (e.g., dead, injured but alive, injured and moving, blood or 
tissue observed in the water, status unknown, disappeared); and 

15. To the extent practicable, photographs or video footage of the animal(s). 

A.3.4 Incidents requiring immediate reporting 

Review of your proposed activities identified use of equipment that has the potential for 

entanglement and/or entrapment of protected species (i.e., species protected under the ESA 

and/or MMPA) that could be present during operations. In case of entrapment, procedures and 

measures for reporting are dependent upon the situation at hand. 

Certain scenarios or incidents require immediate reporting to Federal agencies; these are 

mailto:protectedspecies@boem.gov
mailto:protectedspecies@bsee.gov
mailto:takereport.nmfsser@noaa.gov
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described below. Should any of the following occur at any time, immediate reporting of the 
incident is required after personnel and/or diver safety is ensured: 

• Entanglement or entrapment of a protected species (i.e., an animal is entangled in a 
line or cannot or does not leave a moon pool of its own volition). 

• Injury of a protected species (e.g., the animal appears injured or lethargic). 

• Interaction or contact with equipment by a protected species. 

• Any observation of a leatherback sea turtle within a moon pool (regardless of whether 
it appears injured, or an interaction with equipment or entanglement and/or 
entrapment is observed). 

As soon as personnel and/or diver safety is ensured, any of the incidents listed above must be 

reported to NMFS by contacting the appropriate expert for 24-hour response. If an immediate 

response is not received, the operator must keep trying until contact is made. Any failed attempts 

should be documented. Contact information for reporting is as follows: 

• Marine mammals: contact WHALE HELPLINE at 877-942-5343. 

• Sea turtles: contact NMFS Veterinary Medical Officer at 352-283-3370. If no 
answer, contact 301-310-3061. This includes the immediate reporting of any 
observation of a leatherback sea turtle within a moon pool. 

• Other protected species (e.g., giant manta ray, oceanic whitetip shark, or Gulf 

sturgeon): contact the ESA Section 7 biologist at 301-427-8413 

(nmfs.psoreview@noaa.gov) and report all incidents to takereport.nmfs@noaa.gov. 

The report must include the following information: 

1. Time, date, water depth and location (latitude/longitude) of the first discovery 
(and updated location information if known and applicable); 

2. Name, type, and call sign of the vessel in which the event occurred; 

3. Equipment being used at time of observation; 

4. Species identification (if known) or description of the animal(s) involved; 

5. Approximate size of animal; 
6. Condition of the animal(s) during the event and any observed injury and/or behavior; 

7. Photographs or video footage of the animal(s), if able; and 

8. General narrative and timeline describing events that took place. 

After the appropriate contact(s) have been made for guidance and/or assistance as described 

above, the operator may call BSEE at 985-722-7902 (24 hours/day) for questions or additional 

guidance on recovery assistance needs (if still required) and continued monitoring requirements. 

The operator may also contact this number if a timely response from the appropriate contact(s) 

listed above were not received. Minimum post-incident reporting includes all information 

described above in addition to the following: 

9. NMFS liaison or stranding hotline that was contacted for assistance; 
10. For moon pool observations or interactions: 

11. Size and location of moon pool within vessel (e.g., hull door or no hull door); 

12. Whether activities in the moon pool were halted or changed upon observation of 
the animal; and 

13. Whether the animal remains in the pool at the time of the report, or if not, the time 
and date the animal was last observed. 

Post-incident reporting should be made to BOEM/BSEE and NMFS 

(protectedspecies@boem.gov, protectedspecies@bsee.gov, takereport.nmfsser@noaa.gov). 

mailto:(nmfs.psoreview@noaa.gov
mailto:takereport.nmfs@noaa.gov
mailto:(protectedspecies@boem.gov
mailto:protectedspecies@bsee.gov
mailto:takereport.nmfsser@noaa.gov
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Attachment 4: The Bureaus’ Vessel Transit within the 
Rice’s Whale Area as identified in the 2020 Biological 
Opinion’s Reasonable and Prudent Alternative (2020 

RWA) 
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Revised Protocol A.6 

A.6 Vessel Transit within the Rice’s Whale Area as identified in the 2020 Biological 
Opinion’s Reasonable and Prudent Alternative (2020 RWA) 

Operators or their recognized representative must follow requirements below as appropriate 

when transiting through the Rice’s Whale Area as identified in the 2020 Biological Opinion’s 

Reasonable and Prudent Alternative (2020 RWA; see figure below) when this transit is 

associated with either an initial plan/application or as part of a change to an existing 

plan/application when either vessel route and/or support base changes. The BOEM/BSEE 

proposed action under the 2025 NMFS BiOp includes robust avoidance or minimization 

measures (i.e., protocols), and those measures will continue to be implemented in the Gulf of 

America as project criteria under the 2026 Endangered Species Committee Order, as well as 

pursuant to the Bureaus’ authority under OCSLA (43 U.S.C. §§ 1331 et seq.). 

 

If transiting through any portion of the 2020 RWA, the BOEM Permit/Plan holder must submit a 

Post Transit Report upon completion to fulfil the reporting requirements as stated below to 

BOEM and BSEE (protectedspecies@boem.gov and protectedspecies@bsee.gov). Please be 

advised that changes to the use of a support base may trigger a revised plan (e.g., 30 CFR § 

550.283), revised application, or modified permit (for geological and geophysical [G&G] 

activities). In the revised plan, application or permit, operators are required to follow the 

requirements defined in the NMFS 2025 BiOp proposed action, as required by the 2026 ESA 

Committee Order and the Bureaus’ authority under OCSLA. 

1. In the 2020 RWA, vessel operators and crews must maintain a vigilant watch for Rice’s 

whales at all times and slow down, stop their vessel, or alter course, as appropriate and 

regardless of vessel size, to avoid striking any Rice’s whale. Visual observers 

monitoring the 500 m vessel strike avoidance zone for Rice’s whales can be either third- 

party observers or crew members (e.g., captain), but crew members responsible for these 

duties must be provided sufficient training to distinguish aquatic protected species to 

broad taxonomic groups, as well as those specific species detailed further below. If the 

species is indistinguishable, then operators should assume it is a Rice’s whale and act 

accordingly (see below). 

 

Figure depicting a Rice’s whale 

2. After completing transit through the 2020 RWA, you must prepare within seven (7) 

days a Post Transit Report describing the time the vessel entered and departed the 2020 

RWA, any Rice’s whale sightings or interactions (e.g., vessel avoidance) that occurred 

during transit, and any other marine mammal sightings or interactions. Post Transit 

mailto:(protectedspecies@boem.gov
mailto:protectedspecies@bsee.gov
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Reports must be submitted to protectedspecies@boem.gov and 

protectedspecies@bsee.gov. The subject line of the email should include “Post Transit 

Report through 2020 RWA”. Minimum reporting information is described below: 

a. The plan, permit or other BOEM or BSEE number used to identify the activity; 

b. Port used for mobilization and demobilization; 

c. Automatic Identification System (AIS) including Maritime Mobile Service Identity 

(MMSI) numbers, if available; 

d. Time and date vessel entered and exited the 2020 RWA; 

e. Time, date, water depth, and location (latitude/longitude) of the first sighting of 

the animal; 

f. Name, type, and call sign of the vessel in which the sighting occurred; 

g. Species identification (if known) or description of the animal involved; 

h. Approximate size of animal (if known); 

i. Condition of the animal during the event and any observed injury / behavior (if 

known); 

j. Photographs or video footage of the animal, if available; 

k. General narrative and timeline describing the events that took place; 

l. Time and date vessel departed 2020 RWA; 

m. Trackline (e.g., time, location, and speed) of vessel while within 2020 RWA; 

and 

n. Environmental conditions, including Beaufort Sea State (BSS) and any other 

relevant weather conditions including cloud cover, fog, sun glare, and overall 

visibility to the horizon. 

3. All vessels, regardless of size, must observe a 10-knot, year-round speed restriction in the 

2020 RWA. The only exception to the 10-knot vessel speed restriction would be when 

observing the speed restriction would cause the safety of the vessel or crew to be in doubt 

or the safety of life at sea to be in question. 

4. No transit is permissible through the 2020 RWA at nighttime or during low visibility 

conditions (e.g., BSS 4 or greater) except for emergencies (i.e., when the safety of the 

vessel or crew would otherwise be in doubt or the safety of life at sea is in question). 

5. All vessels must maintain a minimum separation distance of 500 m from Rice’s whales. 

If a whale is observed but cannot be confirmed as a species other than a Rice’s whale, the 

vessel operator must assume that it is a Rice’s whale and take appropriate action. 

6. All vessels 65 feet (ft) or greater associated with oil and gas activity (e.g., source vessels, 

chase vessels, supply vessels) must have a functioning Automatic Identification System 

(AIS) onboard and operating at all times as required by the USCG. If the USCG does not 

require AIS for the vessel, it is strongly encouraged. At minimum, the reporting (as 

specified herein) must be followed and include trackline (e.g., time, location, and speed) 

data, with Automatic Identification System (AIS) Maritime Mobile Service Identity 

(MMSI) numbers, if available. 

7. If an operator while operating within the 2020 RWA 

a. exceeds the 10-knot vessel speed, 

b. does not maintain a 500 m minimum separation distance from a Rice’s whale, 

and/or 

c. conducts transit in the 2020 RWA during nighttime or during low visibility 

mailto:protectedspecies@boem.gov
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conditions (e.g., BSS 4 or greater), 

the operator must notify BSEE and BOEM by emailing protectedspecies@bsee.gov and 

protectedspecies@boem.gov within 24 hours. The notification must be reported as a separate 

and distinct notification to the Post Transit Report with the title “Transit Deviation through 

2020 RWA” in the subject line. The notification must provide a detailed explanation as to 

why the transit deviation occurred. 

8. This Protocol does not remove or alter the need to comply with any other applicable 

regulatory or legal requirements with respect to vessel operations, including as outlined 

in A3 - Vessel Strike Avoidance and Injured and/or Dead Aquatic Protected Species 

Reporting Protocols. 

 

Figure depicting the 2020 RWA. 
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Attachment 5: The Bureaus’ In-water Line Precaution 
Project Criteria 
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A.4 In-water Line Precaution Project Criteria 

The BOEM/BSEE proposed action under the 2025 NMFS BiOp includes robust avoidance or 

minimization measures (i.e., protocols), and those measures will continue to be implemented in 

the Gulf of America as project criteria under the 2026 Endangered Species Committee Order, as 

well as pursuant to the Bureaus’ authority under OCSLA (43 U.S.C. §§ 1331 et seq.). If 

operations require the use of flexible, small diameter lines to support operations (with or without 

divers), operators and/or contractors must reduce the slack in the lines, except for human safety 

considerations, to prevent accidental entanglement of protected species (i.e., species protected 

under the ESA and/or MMPA). This requirement includes tether lines attached to remotely 

operated equipment. The requirements below must be followed for any activities entailing use of 

flexible, small diameter lines that will not remain continuously taut, except when complying with 

these requirements would put the safety of divers, crew, or the vessel at risk: 

• Operators must use tensioning tools and/or other appropriate procedures to reduce 
unnecessary looseness in the lines and/or potential looping; 

• The lines must remain taut, as long as additional safety risks are not created by this 
action; 

• A line tender must be present at all times during dive operations and must monitor the 
line(s) the entire time a diver is in the water; and 

• Should the line tender and/or diver become aware of an entanglement of an individual 
protected species, the reporting requirements described above (A.3.4) must be followed 
as soon as safety permits. 
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